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EARLY HISTORY OF DUNKIRK. 
BY aBED EDSON. 

I. 

PHIOR TO SETTLEMENT. 

O
BF.D F.DSON. 

Lake Erie .-When it was 
that the first white man vis­
ited the Harbor of Dunkirk 
we are not informed. One 
hundred and fifty years ago 
the French had coasted along 
the southeastern shore on 
Lake Erie and knew of its 
existence.  The French were 
famotls explorers .  Be fore 

the landing of the Pilgrims they had 
penetrated the great wilderness  of Can­
ada and reached the distant shore of 
Lake Huron. French traders were ad­
venturol,S men.  Private ventures made 
by plain citizens often outstrip public 
enterprises .  Hardy whalemen have dis­
covered seas and islands in regions near 
the poles before they became known 
to those famous explorers of whom we 
read so  much. The same i s  true of the 
French traders of the Miss iss ippi Val­
ley. They frequently anticipated their 
government in explorations and discov­
eries .  They traversed the forest wilds 
to buy beaver skins and other furs .  
Often "danger's self  was lure alone" to 
make hazardous j ourneys in the vast 
regions west of the Alleghenies. Por­
celain beads,  French axes and other  ar­
ticles of ancient manufacture, found now 
and then within the county at points 
distant from the later routes of French 
travel and exploration, attest their pres­
ence here at an early day, and when 
the pioneers first  came, depopulated 
beaver dams ,  of which there were many, 
explained their m1SS1On. So striking a 
place in the shore of Lake Erie as the 
wide and spacious bay at Dunkirk, with 
its dark fringe of forest trees ,  could 
hardly have escaped their notice. 

To trace from the beginning the pro­
gress of di scovery in the vast regions 
of the west,  which embraced within its 
borders the harbor at Dunkirk, will 
lead us  back many years .  More than 
two and a half centuries has Lake Erie 
been known to Europeans.  The Jesuit 
Lallament, in his report to his superior 
in France,  made in 1 641 , says: 

"This  river (Detroit) i s  the same by 
which our great lake of the Hurons or 
'Fresh Sea'  discharges itself in the first 
place into Lake Erie (Ie lac d'  Erie) or 
the lake of the Cat nation," and the 
Jesuit Ragueneau, in 1648, says: 

"N early south of this same neutral 
nation there i s  a great lake about two 
hundred leagues in circuit, named Erie ,  
which is  formed by the discharge of  
the  'Fresh Sea '  and which precipitates 
itself by a cataract of frightful height 
into a third lake named Ontario, which 
we call Lake St. Louis." This i s  the 
first mention that we find of the great 
Cataract of Niagara. 

We have no account of any European 
that visited or saw the shore of Chau­
tauqua County prior to La Sal le 's  voy­
age over Lake Erie ,  unless Ettiene 
Brule, Champlain's interpreter,  in 1615, 
or soon after, reached this region. Ac­
cording to Father Hennepin, La Salle 
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set sail in the Griffon, from the foot of 
Lake Erie on the 7th of August, 1679. 
He writes that for: 

"About forty-five leagues we saw, al­
most all the way, the two distant shores, 
fifteen or sixteen leagucs apart.'·· 

Baron La Hontan visitcd the north­
ern shore of Lake Erie in 1"688 and has 
favored us with the followinrr fiatterinO' t'> b 

account of it: "Lake Erie is jtlstly dig-
nified with the illustri011S name of Conti 
for assuredlv it is the fil�est upon earth : 
You may judge of the goodncss of the 
climate from the latitu d e  of the coun­
tries which surround it. Its circumfer­
ence extends two hundred thirty 
l eagu e s ,  but it affords everywhere a 
charming prospect; and its shores are 
decked with oak t r ees, elms, chestnuts,
walnuts, apple and p l u m  trees and vines 
which bear their fine clusters u p  to the 
very tops of the trees u p on a sort of 
ground that lies as smooth as one's 
hane!. Such ornaments as these are suffi­
cient to give rise to the most agree­
able idea of a landscape in the world. 
I cannot express what quantities of 
deer and turkeys are to be found in 
these woods, and in the vast meadows 
that lie upon the south side of the lake. 
At the bottom of the lake we find wild 
beeves (buffaloes) on the banks of two 

pleasant streams that disembogue into 

it, without cataract or rapid currents. 

It abounds with sturgeon and white­

fish, but trout are very scarce in it, as 

well as the other fish that we take 

in the Lakes Huron and Illinese (Mich­

igan). It is clear of shelves, rocks and 

banks of sand, and has fourteen or fif­

teen fathoms of water. The savages 

assure us it is never disturbed by high 

winds except in the months of Decem­

ber, January and February, and even 

then but seldom, which r am very apt 

to believe, for we had very few storms 

when I wintered in my fort, in 1688, 
though the fort lay open to the Lake of 
Hurons." 

The Eries.-Again he says: "The 
banks of this lake (Erie) are 

'
commonly 

frequcnted by nonc but warriors, wheth­
er the Iroquois, the Illin ese, the Oum­

iamies, etc., and it  is very dangerous 
to stop there. By this means it comcs 
to pass that the stags, roebucks and 
turkeys run in great bodies up and 
down the shorc all a round the lake. J n 
formcr time s  the Erriol1ons and the 
Andastogucronons lived upon the con­

fin e s  of  the lakc, but they werc extirpat­
ed by the J ro quois, as well as the other 
places marked on the m ap." 

It appears from the last extract,that 
the Eries or the Kation of the Cat, from 
whom the lake d e rive s  its n a m e, lived 
along its .sho res. VI/ e hav,e other and 
abundant evidence that Chautauqua 
County was the principal home of that 
people. 

The Buffalo and the I3eaver.-The 
bison or buffalo also once inhabitated 
this region. They ranged in some parts 
of the United States nearly to the At­
lantic seaboard. Charlevoix, the French 
traveler, writes that in 1720: 

"There were on the south side of 
Lake Erie prodigious quantities of buf­
faloes." The River Aux Boeuf, a trib­
utary of French Creek, which flows in 
Erie County, Pennsylvania, within fif­
teen miles o f  Chautauqua, was so named 
from the number of buffaloes there 
found. Buffalo Creek and City derive 
their names from the fact that in a per­
iod not remote the bison frequented the 
banks and plains that bordered Buffalo 

Creek, visiting the once well known 
salt spring or lick, near the boundary 
o f  the City of Buffalo, around which 
their bleaching bones, in early years, 
were abundantly found. 

When the earliest explorers visited 
the country bordering the southern 
shore of Lake Erie, they found that cur-
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IOUS animal, the heaver. Rufus Pier 
and Elmer Freeman, earlv hatters of 
Jamestown, in yRyo bought the skins of 
three beavers caught near Goose Creek. 
The remains of their dams were often 
seen by the first settlers of the county 
at Beaver l'vJcadow Creek in the Towll 
of \Vestficld, in Portland, in the Cassa­
daga Valley, and at several places on 
French Creek. � ot five miles from 
Dunkirk, at the head waters of Heaver 
Creek in the Town of Sheridan, were 
the plain evidences that there was once 
the home of these industrious creatures. 
The field notes of the surve\"ors of the 
Holland Purchase show that the beaver 
and the otter had long been inhabitants 
of this region. 

DeCeloron.-About sixty years after 
the voyage of LaSalle, Capt. .Rienville 
DeCeloron was sent by the French 
Government with two hundred fifty men 
to assert the right of France to the 
country along the Allegheny and Ohio, 
to be evidenced by the hurial of leaden 
plates and other acts of occupation. In 
this voyage he coasted along- the south­
ern shore of Lake Erie to Barcelona. 
He left the foot of the lake on the 
14th of July, 1749. After advancing but 
a few miles he and his companions were 
compelled by a high wind to encamp 
on the night of the 14th on its southern 
shore, somewhere in Erie County. They 
were again compelled to land on the 
15th hy reason of adverse winds. Their 
place of landing was somewhere on the 
shore of Chautauqua County, which is 
described on the journal of tlie expedi­
tion as heing a place where the water 
was "extremely shallow, with no shelter 
from the force of the wind, involving 
great risk of shipwreck in landing, in­
creased by large rocks extending more 
than three quarters of a mile from the 
shore." Celoron's canoe struck one of 
these rocks and he would have heen 
drowned had he not received prompt 
assistance. On the 10th the expedition 
reached the Chadakoin portage (Bar­
celona). As Celoron's voyage was made 
in frail boats and in tempestuous weath­
er, he undouhteclly closely hugged the 
southern shore of the lake and it is not 
unlikely that he and his part\' entered 
Dunkirk Harbor. (For a further ac­
count of Celoron's voyage see page 29 
Vol. 1.) 

Other, French Expeditions. - The 
next expedition that coasted along the 
shore of our county was a French force 
of two hundred fifty men uncler �ron­
sieur Barbeer in April, 1753, followed 
a little later in the same year b\" five 
hundred French soldiers under M on­
sieur ::'I1arin. The French at this time 
did not seem to be very familiar with 
this horder of the lake for DuQuesne, 
Governor of Canada, in his letter of Au­
gust 20, 1753, to 1\1. de Rouville, the 
French Minister of :Marine and Colon­
ies, says: "I preferred landing the 
troops that were sent to the west this 
year under Marin at the Harbor of 
Presque Isle on Lake Erie, which I 
very fortunately discovered, instead of 
Chataconit (the mouth of the Chautau­
qua Creek), where I informed you I 
would begin my posts. This discoven' 
is so much the more propitious as it 
is a harhor which the largest hoats can 
enter loaded and he in perfect safety." 
In the same letter he sa\"s: 

"The discovery I have made of the 
Harbor of Presque Isle is regarded as 
the finest spot in nature." 

Portage Road and Samuel Shattuck. 
-Later still in the year Y7�.1 a French 
force under Hughes Pean, built a wagon 
roael from the mouth of Chautauqua 
Creek to Chautauqua Lake. The French 
were observed performing this work hy 
an English scouting party that had be­
fore encamped for a night on the hanks 
of the Canadaway at a place believed 
to be in the Town of Dunkirk. One of 
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the party was Samuel Shattuck, who 
afterwards became a resident of the 
Town of Portland. (See pages 30 and 
31, Vol. 1.) 

D 'Aubrey.-For six years thereafter,  
during the French and Indian War, 
the Harbor of Dunkirk was quite likely 
to have been visited by Frenchmen 
passing to and from Canada to their 
posts in Pennsylvania. In July, 1759, 

one thousand armed Frenchmen under 
D'Aubrey, in fifty or sixty bateaux, 
coasted along the southern shore of the 
lake from Presque Is le  to assist  their 
countrymen in raising the siege of Fort 
Niagara , laid by Prideaux. Four hun­
dred of their red alli es ,  armed with 
tomahawks and scalping knives ,  accom­
panied them in a fleet of canoes.  A 
stirring scene it was that was presented 
by this motley array, as it passed DU11-
kirk Harbor. 

The French Lose Control of Lake 
Erie .-The disastrous result of the 
struggl e  at Fort Niagara lost to the 
French the control of Lake Erie which 
they had held for one hundred years, 
and destroyed their commerce there, 
if it could be  called a commerce.  They 
took two armed vessels ,  probably large 
bateaux, the last  of their naval force ,  
.into the narrow channel between' Grand 
and Buckhorn I slands in the Niagara 
River, burned them to the water's edge 
and sunk their hull s ,  the remains of 
which could be seen not long ago in 
the shallow waters of "Burnt Ship Bay." 

Major Rogers and Major Wilkins .­
In the fal l of 1760 Major Rogers and 
two hundred rangers passed D unkirk 
Harbor in whaleboats on their way to 
take possession of posts surrendered 
by the French in the west .  A few days 
later Major Wilkins followed with his 
ill-fated command on his way to relieve 
Detroit. 

Sir William Johnson, returning from 
a journey to Detroit to establish a 
treaty with the Ottawas ,  coasted by the 
Bay of Dunkirk in October,  1761. His 
journal says : 

"Wednesday, O ctober I, (1761), em­
barked (at Presque Isle) ,  at seven 
o'clock, with the wind strong ahead­
continued so all day, notwithstanding it  
improved all day,  and got to J adaghque 
(Chautauqua) Creek and carrying place, 
which is  a fine harbor and encampment 
place.  I t  i s  very dangerous from 
Presque Isle here,  being a prodigious 
steep, rocky bank all the way, except 
two or three creeks and small beaches, 
where are very beautiful streams of 
water or springs which tumble down 
the rocks. We came about forty miles 
this day. The fire was burning where 
Captain Cochran (the officer who com­
manded Presque Is le) , I suppose ,  en­
camped last night. Here the French 
had a baking place and here they had 
meetings and assembled the Indians 
when first going to Ohio, and bought 
this place of them. Toonadawanusky, 
the river we stopped yesterday at,  i s  so 
called. 

" Friday, 2nd. A very stormy morn­
ing, wind not fair ; however, sent off my 
two baggage b.oats  and ordered them to 
stop about thirty miles off in a river 
(probably Cattaraugus Creek.) The 
Seneca Indian tell s  me we may get this 
day to the end of the lake. I embarked 
at eight o'clock with all the rest and got 
about thirty miles ,  when a very great 
storm of wind and rain arose and 
obliged us  to put into a little creek be­
tween the high rocky banks. The wind 
turned northwest and it rained very 
harel . We passed the M ohawks in a b<;ty 
about four miles from here. Some of 
our boats are put into other. places as 
wel l  as they can. My bedding is  on 
board the birch canoe of mine ,  with the 
Indian somewhere ahead. The lake 
turns very greatly to the northeast and 
looks l ike low land. From Presque I sle 
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here is all high land, except a very few 
s pots where boats may land. In the 
evening sent Oneida to the Mohawk 
encampment to learn what news here . "  

General Bradstreet .-In August ,  1 764, 
the largest European force that had 
ever visited  the shores  of  our county 
passed the bay. It consisted of three 
thousand men under General Brad­
street on their way to raise the siege 
of  Detroit, l<lid by Pontiac. It was com­
posed of British Regulars,  New Eng­
lane! Militia, bands of Mohawks and 
Senecas .  They voyaged in open boats ,  
rigged with sail s .  

Early Commerce of Lake Erie .­
·While the lake was under the control 
of the French the boats that navigated 
it were French bateaux, often of large 
size ,  sometimes  called vessels ,  and also 
canoes ,  occasionally with a sai l .  Cap­
tain Pouchot ,  the French. Commandant 
of Fort Niagara in 1 759, says that the 
French "only navigate this lake in bark 
canoes and very seldom in bateaux 
except from Niagara River to Presque 
Is le .  They never go except along the 
shores which are shallow, although a 
little distance out it is deep enough." 
Indeed all during French dominion the 
principal navigation of the lake was 
close along its southern shore ,  and the 
Harbor of Dunkirk must have been 
often visited by military bands and war­
like Indians .  After the wars with the 
French and Indians had ended and be­
fore the Revolution a primitive com­
merce sprung up on Lake Erie,  in open 
boats which were sometimes rigged 
with temporary sail s .  Suppli es  were 
carried to the militarv posts ,  goods to 
the Indians ,  and furs to the whites .  

In 1 760. the  British at Presque I sle 
constructed a large scow with slooo­
rigged sails to transport provisions  from 
Niagara to Erie. It  was the first Brit­
ish sail vessel on Lake  Erie. In the 
fall of 1 761  the B ritish built at Navy 
I sland in the Niagara River a schooner 
called the Huron.  She drew, when load­
ed,  seven feet of water,  was armed with 
six guns and was the first decked vessel  
to  sai l  the lake after the Griffon . (See 
Navy Island and the First Successors  
to the Griffon, by Henry R.  Howland). 
In 1 762 a sloop-of-war call ed the Beav­
er was built. She was wrecked in a 
storm in 1 763 near the mouth of Eigh� 
teen Mile Creek. Two small cannon , 
relics of this vessel ,  found by the early 
settlers ,  were once supposed to be the 
remains of the ill-fated Griffon , that 
after the voyage made by La Salle, was 
lost somewhere on its return from the 
west .  In 1 763 three more small armed 
vessels were built by the B ritish at 
Navy Island. There were at least two 
or three English trading vessels  on 
Lake Erie before the Revolution. 

The following reference i s  taken from 
the New York Gazette, and Weekly 
Post Boy of February, 1 770 : 

"By letters from Detroit we are in­
formed  that several boats with goods 
have been seventy days in crossing Lake 
Erie; the distress of the people was 
very great; they were obliged to keep 
two human bodies ,  found unburied/upon 
the shore , in order to col1ect and kill 
the ravens and eagles ,  that came to feed 
on them, for preservation. Many other 
boats are frozen up, within forty miles 
of Detroit .  A great many traders '  
small boats have been lost." 

British and Indians Visit Chautau­
qua.-During the Revolution a force of 
B ritish and Indians was sent from Fort 
Niagara to Chautauqua Lake with a 
view to a descent upon Pittsburg, ac­
counts of which have been given on 
previous pages of this Dook.  I t  i s  p os­
sible they visited the Harbor of  D un­
kirk which had now become well  known 
and no doubt was often found a haven 
of safety for the frail craft of that day. 

Point Gratiot was a prominent head-
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I I .  
land and a conspicuous obj ect to those 
who sailed the lake. I t  takes its name 
from Gen. Charles  Gratiot of the army. 
He was born in Maryland in 1 788, was 
graduated frOom West Point in 1 806, 
entered Corps of Engineers ,  and was 
made Captain in 1 808, was Chief of 
Engineers under General Harrison.  He 
took part in the  defense of Fort  Meigs 
and in the attack on Fort Mackinac. 
He  was made Maj or in 1 815 ,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  in 1 8 1 9, Colonel ,  Chief of Engi­
neers and B rigadier General in 1 828. 
He was InspectOor at West Point from 
1 828-1838. He died ill 1 85 5 .  

Commerce after  the Revolution.­
After  th� RevOolution a little commerce 
in furs and pel tries was carried on. 
"An a rmed brig, a few gunboats and 
one merchant vessel, was all  the Eng­
lish had on the lakes at that period , "  
says Mr.  Fairbanks ,  who resided at 
Chippewa in 1 795.  

The British did not surrender their 
posts on the western frontier unti l  long 
after the Revolution. Fort Niagara 
was not given up until 1 796. Colonel 
Smith was in command at Niagara at 
that time. He  commanded the British 
?-t Concord and Lexington. He may 
be s aid to have opened and closed the 
'-IVar of the Revolution. 

After the British surrendered the 
border posts, for several years there 
was littl e  commerce on the lake.  Be­
s ides  furs  and peltries there  was only 
carried as downward freight, whitefish 
from the upper lakes and fruit from the 
orchards on the Detroit River.  A few 
frail boats coasted the southern shore. 

In 1 796 the schOooner General Macy 
of ninety tons burden, was built at De­
troit. The same year the ship Detroit,  
seventy tons burden , was also built at 
DetrOoit .  She was purchased from the 
Northwest Fur Company by the govern­
ment and was the first vessel bearing 
the American flag on Lake Erie. The 
Washington , fifty tOons burden, was built 
in 1 797 at Four Mile Creek,  near Erie, 
Pennsylvania. In 1 800 other vessels 
were built .  Up to 1 802 , when Chautau­
qua County was first settled,  there were 
not to exceed a dozen vessels  on the 
lake . 

In 1 798 Rufus  S. Reed of Presque 
Is le ,  now Erie ,  was engaged in the 
transportation of goods and provisions 
along the shore of the county in bateaux 
and over  the Indian trail from New 
Amsterdam, now Buffalo, to Presque 
I sle .  Eleazer Flagg, afterwards a well­
known resident Oof Stockton, was in his 
employ in the former enterprise .  These  
coasting boats must have often visited 
the Harbor of Dunkirk. 

Zattu Cushing superintended the 
building of the Good Intent,  a vessel of 
thirty tons,  at the mOouth of Mil l Creek 
in Erie County,  Pennsylvania, in 1 799. 
She was lost at Point Abino ,  with all on 
board, in 1 805.  We have now arrived 
at the important period when settlement 
was to commence at Dunkirk by the 
pioneers of the Holland Purchase.  
SETTLEMENT. 

Beginning of Settlement.-The first  
white men to co:ne within the corporate 
limits of the City of Dunkirk, of which 
we have definite evidence,  were a party 
of surveyors under Andrew EllicOott , Sur­
veyor General of the United  States  and 
elder brother Oof Joseph Ellicott .  He and 
his party, in August,  1 790, traversed 
the shore of Chautauqua County while 
engaged in establishing the western 
boundary of New Y'ork State .  The next 
to come, of which we have certain 
knowledge, were the surveyors of the 
Holland Land Company. Seth Pease 
and his party, in 1 798, traversed the 
Chautauqua shOore of Lake Er'i e ,  mak-
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TIMOTHY GOULDIN G. MUS. TI.\lOTIi¥ GOULDIN G. 
ing- a minute survey of the shore line of 
Dunkirk Harbor. 

Zattu Cushing, \\'ho built the Good 
Intent, was the grandfather of \\'illiam 
1:. Cushing, the destroyer of the ,\Ihe­
marie. He became a leading- citizen and 
was for many yeaTS the First Judge of 
Chautauqua Count\·. To him the credit 
is due of causing the first settlement 
to be made in both the Town and Cit\· 
of Dunkirk. I I e  took the 

'
first step in 

T 804 by purchasing of the Holland Land 
Company lot twenty-nine. which com­

prised the west part of Point Gratiot, 
all of which lies within the boundary 
of the city. He also in the same year 
purchased a large aelj oining tract con­
sisting- of lots twenty-eig-ht and thirty­
three, being- the lands that lie on both 
sides of the Canadaway Creek at its 
mouth and all lying- within the boundar­
ies of the 1'0\\"11 of Dunkirk. 

Seth Cole Settles the Town of Dun­
kirk.-The first actual settlement of 
the town was made 1)\· Seth Cole at the 
mouth of the Canada\\·a\·. He and his 
family came into the cOl1nty \\'ith Zattu 
Cushing- from Paris, ()neida County, 
:\ew York, in February, 1805. Tn June 
he bought hnd at the mouth of thc 
creck of .Iudg-c Cushing- for threc dollars 
and thirty-three ccnts pcr acrc and set­
tled upon it tIl<' samc year. He took 
his first crop to l\iag-ara Palls to be 
g-round and afterwards to thc Twcnty 
Mile Creek in Pennsylvania. The crops 
wcrc drawn by an ox tcam on the icc. 

The Mouth of the Canadaway and 
Chadwick's nay Become Pioneer Ports. 
-The first use of the Harhor of Dun­
kirk by thc early settlers of the county 
was as an cmbarking- point in their voy­
ages in small boats. David Eason in 
T 804 or T 805 paid ten dollars for a har­
reI of Hour broug-ht to Canada way from 
across the lake. Ikforc a g-ristmill was 
ercctcd at that place people \\·ho. lived 

along- the south of the 1\[ain Road would 
unite and send their little stock of grain 
in boats to the llcarcst mill, at nIack 
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Rock,  to be ground. In stormy weather 
this voyage would sometimes consume 
two weeks.  It i s  most likely that these  
voyages were  generally made from the 
mouth of the Canadaway and that little 
use was made of the Harbor of Dun­
kirk until after settlement was made 
there.  

Timothy Goulding Settl es the City of 
Dunkirk.-In 1 808 Timothy Goulding 
located one mile west of the harbor. A 
portion of Point Gratiot was included in 
his purchase.  He  built his house n ear 
where are now the brick yards and prob­
ably within the city l imit s .  He was 
the first actual settler of the city. After­
wards he returned to Madsion and came 
back in 1 809 with his brother Luther 
Goulding, and 111s brother-in-law, Solo­
mon Chadwick. Timothy was the son 
of Joseph Goulding, who was born in 
Sherborn , Massachusetts ,  and died in 
Pomfret about 1 8 1 8  aged eighty years .  
Timothy died in 1 87.1. 

Solomon Chadwick Settles at the Har­
bor.-The first settler at the harbor was 
Solomon Chadwick in 1 809. He was 
born at Warren , Massachusetts ,  Octo­
ber 1 6, 1 776, emigrated to Madison 
County where he married Persis, a s is­
ter of Timothy and Luther Goulding. 
He moved his family to this county with 
a sled and yoke of oxen. By a contract 
dated February 2 1 .  1 8 1 0, he bought sev­
enty-three acres.  This land includes the 
east part of lot twenty-four, was about 
seventy rods wide and one hundred six­
ty long, extending from the bay to the 
south l ine of the lot. It all l ies within 
the Second vVard of the city.  He agreed 
to pay one hundred sixty-four dollars 
and twenty-five cents for the land or 
about two dollars and twenty-five cents 
per acre. Four dollars was to be paid 
down ; four dollars and the interest Feb­
ruary 2 1 ,  1 8 1  I; ,the interest annually and 
the remainder of the principal in eight 
equal annual payments ,  the first Febru-
ary 21, 1 8 1 3. He built his loghouse­
the first erected at the harbor-on the 
shore near the foot of D ove Street, a 
little east of the water works.  He lived 
at the harbor six or seven years and 
then sold out his interest in his land and 
moved first to Sheridan and afterwards 
to  Perrysburg, Cattaraugus County, 
where he died aged eighty-seven years. 
He was a man slightly above the med­
ium height, spare in build and was kind 
and cordial in his manner. 
Luther Goulding from Madison Coun­
ty articled land in June ,  1 809, and set­
tled west of Chadwick and east of his 
brother Timothy. He cleared the land 
and built his log house near the bay, at 
the bend of the shore ,  wh�re it  turns to­
ward the lighthouse .  He built the first 
frame building erected in the city, a barn 
near Point Gratiot. It i s  represented 
in a painting of Dunkirk made by Prof. 
D' Almane in 1 835 ,  and was standing as 
late as 1 846. Luther was the brother of 
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Timothy and Otis Goulding. He was 

born at Holliston, Massachusetts, in 

1785. He married Polly Harrington. 

She was born at Petersham, Massachus­

etts. Mrs. John Vosburg anc! Mrs. C. S. 

Stebbins of Gowanda, Cattaraugus 

County, arc their daughters. 

The Drighams Come.-Although the 

Goulding-Chadwick family was the first 

to locate within the limits of the city, 

the Brighams were almost as early set­

tlers, and were longer and more close­

ly identified with the fortunes of the 
WALTEH E. HHLGHAlI1. 

First Child Borll in DUllkirk. 
place. J ohIt Brigham was the son of 

Jonathan Brigham, a native of Massa­

chusetts, who emigrated from Oneida 

County in 1810 and settled in Sheridan, 

and in 1813 remo'ved to Mayville, where 

he died in 1848. John Brigham came 

from Madison County, New York, and 

settled upon lot twenty-three, within the 

present corporate grounds, in I�08, 

where he lived until August, I828, when 

he and his wife both died, one on the 

20th and the other on the 21St. The 

well known thoroug'hfare leading into 

Dunkirk, called the Brigham Road, he 
laid out and upon it he lived. It takes 

its name from him. This was the sec­

ond road opened from Fredonia to the 

lake. The first was the one opened to 

the llloutll of the Canadaway. The third 

road so opened is now called Central 

Avenue. 

John Brigham Jr., came to Dunkirk 

at the same time with his wife and child. 
His brother James married Fanny Ris­

ley, a sister of Gen. Elijah Risley of 

Fredonia, in 181 [. Samuel Brigham, 

a younger brother of John, Sr., in 1810 

took up land on lot nineteen, and along 

the eastern shore of Dunkirk Harbor. 

He did not move here but died in Onei­

da County in 18u. Joel Brigham, his 

son, and the only one of his family who 

came here, settled soon after on the 

lot taken LIp by his father. His house 

was built up on the shore of the lake, in 

the Polish part of the city. A few years 

after, whell he was returning on foot 

from Buffalo, when in the "four mil� 

woods" about a mile beyond the Cattar­

augus Creek, he was shot through the 

body by a young Indian. He reached 

IVlack's tavern, where he was uncon­

scious for several days. He was ill for 

two or three months, attended by sur­

geons from Duffalo. Among the In­

dians brought before him by Captain 

Mack he identified Longfinger, a young 

redskin about seventeen years old, as 

the one who shot him. Longfinger was 

tried in Buffalo and imprisoned. Brig­

ham lived many years and died in Ohio. 

The Gaylords.-A little later than 

1810 Amon Gaylord located and built 

upon land lying east of Central Avenue 

all Lake Street. He was born at N 01'­

folk, Connecticut, August 28, 1766, and 

died in Illinois in 1855. Ahiram G�y­

lord, his son, came at the same time and 

located and built near his father. He 

was born November I I, 1787, and died 

in Illinois June 17, 1846. 

Daniel Pier took up land west of Cen-
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tral Avenue and came here in January, 
1 8 14,  and built at the corner of Second
and Lake Streets .  He was born in
Cooperstown , March 1 7 , I783, and died
April 2, 1 837. He married Candace,
daughter of Amon Gaylord. They had
seven children , among whom were
Amelia S .  Pier,  Mrs. Louisa VV. Saxton
and Mrs. Evel ine H. Morey. Abraham 
Pier, brother of Daniel ,  was an early 
settler of the Town of Busti .  

Chadwick's Day.-The first settlers of
Dunkirk were generally influenced in 
selecting locations by the desire to ob­
tain good farming lands,  without e.xpec­
tation of deriving especial advantage 
from a situation near a lake harbor. 
Solomon Chadwick i s  said, hawever, to 
have been led to locate upon the bay by
the promise that it  gave of being some 
time a lake part of importance. But 
during the six or seven years that he 
fished in the bay and dreamed of  com­
ing commerce and labored a little to ex­
tend the area of his rather neglected 
clearing, there was l ittle to encourage 
his expectations .  Tile place that he had 
chosen was not an inviting one.  A 
glaomy forest lay between his habita­
tion and the open woods that grew upon 
the dry and gravelly grounds of the 
Canadaway settlement. The site of the 
city was covered by a heavy forest af 
black ash and hemloek. Upan the drier 
graunds grew whitewaads and syca­
mares af the largest size . (A raot of 
ane af these whitewaad trees is men­
tianed as extending in an irregular 
caurse mare than ninety feet before it 
disappeared in the g-round.)  The gen­
erally even ground upan which the city 
is built incl ined tawards the lake with 
sufficient descent to' readily drain it ,  but 
the raots af  the trees and the decayed 
and fallen timber So' clammed the sur­
face waters as to produce a boggy 
growth, and give it the appearance of 
being swampy ground. The forbidding 
appearance of this section turned  settle­
ment in other directions .  D e e r ,  wolves
and ather wild animals cantinued to' in­
habit here as late as they did the more
inlancl portions of the county. These
dismal waads came down to the very
share of the lake. From the salitary 
cabin , Chadwick for days would look out
aver the lonesome bay, and see only a 

blue waste af waves with not a sail in 
sight. At long intervals, same small 
craft ,  driven by stre s s  af  weather, ar 
laden with supplies for the settlers in 
the backwaods,  would fincl its way intO' 
the bay and so  Chadwick became well 
knawn to' the navigatars af the lake.  
His haspitable and cordial ways made 
him well l iked by the sailars .  So they 
called the place Chadwick's B ay. 

Commerce of Chadwick's Bay.-The 
first ves sel af which we have a recard 
that came to the harbor was braught 
there by Samuel Perry in 1 8 1 0. The few 
commadifies that were infrequently 
landed at the harbar, and other laads 
transparted thraugh the waods,  were 
carried an sleds af a very simple con­
struction .  The principal branches af a 

small tree were cut a few feet abave 
the farks or crotch. The tree itself was 
cut off a l ittle distance below. There 
a hole was cut, thraugh which a chain 
was passed,  by which the oxen drew the 
laad. This simple sledge was the best 
knawn for the carriage of heavy articles 
through the waods .  I t  wauld adapt it­
self to ' the inequalities af the graund, 
and was fitted ,  by its narraw praw, to' 
avaid obstacles .  It wauld slip ami slide 
between the trees and over the roats 
with l ittle frictian and withaut upset­
ting. It was called bv the settlers a "ga­
devil." The writer ,  when a bay, assist­
ing in the survey af the New Yark and 
Erie Railraad, was informed by Sala­
man Chadwick, whO' was then residing 
at Perrysburg, Cattaraugus COllnty, that 
he transparted fram his bay at Dun-
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kirk the first merchandise that was ever
conveyed south of the Ridge in the east
part of the county in this way; the load
consisted O o f  a barrel of whiskey
strapped upon .one of these vehicles and
drawn by a yoke Oof oxen. It  may have
been a part of the cargo, of Samuel
Perry's  vessel ,  above mentioned. Thus
it seems the  shipment of a barrel of
whiskey, mounted upon a "go-devil� '
was the omi nous beginning of com­
mercial activity at Chadwick's Bay.  

War With Englarid.-Dunkirk Har­
bor and the mouth of the Canadaway
were now destined to become a little
better known along the frontier. June
1 8, 1 8 1 2 , war was declared against Eng­
land, of which official information
reached Fort Niagara on the 26th. The
British learned of this twelve hours ear­
lier through a di spatch sent to Queens­
town by John Jacob Astor in the in­
terest of the Fur Company. They
promptly captured a small vessel loaded
with salt which had just set out from
Black Rock to coast along the shore
of Chautauqua to Barcelona or  Erie .
This was the first notice that the citi­
zens of Buffalo had of the existence
of war. The important tidings spread
as if carried upon the wings of the wind
to the mOost remote settlements of the
Holland Purchase.  The declaration of
war at fi rst created consternatiOon upon
the border. Chautauqua was thinly set­
tled.  Its people were poor and illy
prepared. Having forty miles of lake
coast it was more exposed to invasion
than most of  the Oother 'parts of the
purchase.  Until Perry's victory in the
fall of 1 8 1 3 , the British had complete
command of L�ake Erie and could land
a force at Dunkirk, BarcelOona, Silver
Creek and at the mouth of the Cattar­
augus .  The poverty of the people un­
doubtedly shielded the county from in­
vasIOn. 

Defensive Preparation.�Soon after
 
news of war reached the county a de­
tachment of forty-five men under the 
command of Captain James M cMahan 
was posted at Barcelona where he built 
a defensive work to protect salt boats 
on their arrival at the n orthern terminus 
of  the Portage Road. Another  detach­
ment of about the same number was 
stationed at the mouth of the Canada­
way to guard those salt boats on their 
way up the lake. Salt from the Onon­
daga salt springs for Pittsburg was at 
thi s time the principal articl e of trans­
portation along the southeastern shore 
of the lake. With the exception of an 
affair at the mouth of the Cattaraugus 
the TOown of Dunkirk has the distinction 
of being the Oonly town in the county 
in which actual hostilitie s  occurred be­
tween opposing forces  in war, subse­
quent to i ts  settlement.  

Affair at the Mouth of the Canada­
way.-The very first event of the war, 
in which there was blood shed, occurred 
in the Town of Dunkirk. I t  was an at­
tempt by the enemy to capture a salt 
boat on its way from Buffalo to Erie. 
About forty men O of Captain. Tubbs 's  
company, Col .  John McMahan's regi­
ment, had been posted at the Widow 
Cole's house at the mouth of the Can­
adaway, to guard such craft as might 
take refuge in that haven of  safety. The 
salt bOoat· had been Oobliged to put into 
Eighteen Mile Creek to e scape from a 
British cruiser.  ' It stole o ut in the dark­
ness ,  and after a hard night ' s  row ran 
up on the west shore of Canadaway 
Creek. As mprning brOoke and the fog 
cleared away, they saw right before 
them off the mouth of the creek, not  a 
quarter of a mile away, a large armecl 
schooner, probably the Lady Provost. 
After a little ,  a boat with a dozen or 
more armed men,  set out from the ves­
sel  to attack the salt boat, which firecl 
upon them from a swivel . Captain 
Tubbs and his men lay concealed be-
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hind the east bank of the creek; when
the British small boat arrived within
musket shot they opened fire.  The boat
immediately put back to the vessel .
vVhat loss the enemy sustained, or
whether any,  has no.t been certainly as­
certained.  It i s  related that the crew
of the Lady Pro.vost ,  afterwards cap­
tured by Perry, stated their loss to have
been three wounded and none kill ed .
Mrs.  Cole was the heroine of the occa­
sion; when hostilities commenced she
mounted her horse and rode to the
Canadaway for reinforcements ; after her
return she was act ively engaged in car­
rying food and drink to the men. The
war waged by the B 6tish upon salt
boats finally destroyed all  commerce in
salt and its transportation over the Por­
tage Road came to an end. 

British Depredations .  - During the
summer of 1 8 1 3  B ritish vessels were
cruising the lake, chasing and capturing
such small craft as ventured from port ,
occasionally looking into Erie Harbo.r
where Perry was building his fleet,  and
no.w and then committing depreda'tions 
along the American shore .  The Queen
Charlotte ,  a ship mounting seventeen
guns ,  afterwards captured by Perry at
the B attle 0.£ Put-in B ay,  was the most
familiar to the peo.ple o.f the county and
the most dreaded of these vessels .  She
was a scourge to. the inhabitants all
along the eastern border o.f the lake. 
She often hovered off Dunkirk and
made frequent descents to plunder the
inhabitants ,  particularly at o.r near
Eighteen Mile Creek in Erie County. 

Second Affair at the Mouth of the 
Canadaway.-Lay's  tavern, a wellknown 
house of entertainment near the lake 
shore was at o.ne time rifled. The 
American Commander remonstrated 
and the B ritish ordered 'the goods to 
be restored.  They were placed in boxes 
and put on board that ves sel , which first 
put in at the mouth of the Cattaraugus 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Creek bu t  landed no goods .  She then 
came to the Canadaway and sent a 

boat ashore manned by thirteen men 
commanded by a Lieutenant , with a 
flag of truce, under pretense' of return­
ing the goods ,  but probably with the so.le 
purpose of taking such property . as 
should be found. Judge Cushing and 
one of his neighbors were at �he mouth 
of the creek with his ox team for a load 
of salt,  which he had stored in an old 
log ho.use .  He had 10'aded his salt when 
the British landed.  He  immediately 
sent his companion to n otify the inhab­
itants, and managed to entertain and 
detain the Lieutenant until the people 
rall ied. They fired upon the red coats 
and wounded one of the sailors .  The 
men all deserted with the exception of  
the wounded Frenchman. One account 
says seven men deserted and that a n  olJ 
negro was left behind with the Lieu­
tenant. Judge 'Cushing offered to help 
row the officer back to the ship, if he 
would pledge his honor as a British 
officer that he should safely retuJtn . 
This the Lieutenant declined to do and 
rowed himself back to the ship as best 
he could. The deserters "took to the 
woods," but were apprehended the next 
day and taken to Erie .  After this affair 
the Queen Charlotte moved up the lake.  

After Perry's  victory on Lake Erie 
a part of the force captured by him was 
sent by land under guard from Erie to 
Buffalo. In passing through Chau tau­
qua County they were sometimes  h>tlted 
on their march for refreshments qr  a 
night 's  rest .  The Lieutenant, WI1 0  a 
few months before had landed with a 
flag of truce at Canadaway Creek, was 
kept a prisoner of waf over night at 
Richard Williams 's  log tavern on the 
West Hill at Fredonia. "He inquired 
for the man who was with the ox team 
on that occasion and was told that it 
was Judge Cushing. He said that Mr.  
Cushing was too long-headed for him ; 
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that he intended to have taken him a
prisoner and to have seized the salt
of which they were in great need ,  but
the Judge delayed them by his pleasant
conversation and by various  devices un­
til hi s forces arrived." 

Sophron \a Gates .-On another occa­
sion an o.fficer and boat's crew from the
Queen Charlotte landed near the mouth
of the Big-Sister Creek, a few miles
from Angola, and forcibly carried off
an old man by the name of Gates .  The
old gentleman was taken on board the
Queen Charlotte and put ashore at
Chadwick's Bay. He arrived the next
day, tired and footsore,  at Mack's Tav­
ern,  where his daughter Sophronia had
sought an asylum. The manner in
which Sophronia turned the tables upon
the B ritish officer who had abducted
her father ,  I have told in the first volume
of this  history, at pages 93 and 94. 

Capt. Zephaniah Perkins and the
Kingbird.-After the war the com­
merce of the bay increased a little.
Haven Brigham, the second son of J ona­
than, above mentioned,  settled in Sheri­
dan in 1 8 l O. He and his younger broth­
er Winsor built a sawmilI and had it in
operation in 1 8 I I ,  but soon after Win­
sor sold out his interest to  Haven
and commenced the �rection of the
County Court House at Mayville.
Haven, about 1 8 1 S ,  built a schooner of
f orty tons '  burden, which he named the
Kingbird. She was commanded by
Capt. Zephaniah Perkins who ran her
between Dunkirk and Buffalo, freighted
with lumber  from Haven's  mill . She
brought hack merchandise for the peo­
ple of Dunkirk and Fredonia. Captain
Perkins was a man of courage . trust­
worthy and very p opular bU't was once
insubordinate .  It  i s  related that when
he was a mate,  a difference arose be­
tween him and the Captain as to the
management of the boat in a gale .  The
Captain ran her into the Cattaraugus
Creek. Perkins thought such a course 
extremely dangerous and forced the 
Captain into the hold ,  put the vessel  
to sea and rode out the gale in safety. 

Chadwick's Bay in 1 8 1 6.-In 1 8 1 6  a 
stock of goods was landed at Chad­
wick's Bay for Ralph and Joseph Plumq, 
merchants of Fredonia. It is said they 
were the first of the kind brought into 
the harbor.  A temporary wharf was 
made by placing wooden horses in the 
water upon which planks were laid ,  until 
the vessel was reached from shore .  At 
this time, Dunkirk did not have suffi­
cient population to entitle it to be called 
.a village.  But  six or seven families 
were residing between Point Gratiot 
and the lower point. The few houses  
were so  scattering that it was scarcely 
a hamlet. It was still known as Chad­
wick's  Bay.  Sampson Alton hunted 
deer within the city l imits .  Central 
Avenue was merely a path marked by 
blazed trees ,  with the underbrush cut 
out. The road that had been cut by 
Seth Cole many years before, from the 
Town of Portland through Dunkirk to 
Silver Creek was impassable for teams .  
Walter Brigham, son of Stephen and 
grandson of J onathan, came to Sheridan 
in 1 8 1 6. He told Henry Severence that 
he "started from Sheridan with his 
mother and grandmother" one morning 
on foot to visit the Brighams on the 
B righam Road, almost half way to Fre­
donia, and that they came by the road 
cut by Mr. Cole . It took them all day. 
"They had to let  themselves down into 
the gulf east of Mr. Smith's by hanging 
on to one bush until they could get a 
good clinch at another and climb up the 
opposite bank by lifting and hauling 
each other. The gulf near George Rid­
er's had to be passed in the same way. 
After they got this side of the high 
bluffs they went on the beach of the 
lake and finished their J ourney of the 
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day,  making a distance of but five or 
six miles ,  t ired, worn and hungry." 

The site of Dunkirk and the country 
around it was apparently a dead level. 
Trees of remarkable size covered its 
monotonous surface.  Its lonely and 
forbidding appearal)ce,  no doubt pre­
vented its rapid settlement. About the 
year 1 8 1 7 , a new era commenced. Ex­
pectations were awakened that, doomed 
at t imes to disappointment, have sur­
vived to the present day. The history 
of Dunkirk has been unlike that of any 
other locality in the county. Periods 
of  hope have been success ively foHowed 
by long periods of depression , during 
which the true Dunkirker has never lost 
faith in the future ,  but has steadfastly 
adhered to the capricious fortunes of 
his town. 

De \l\Titt Clinton and the Grand Canal. 
-The time had now arrived when Dun­
kirk was to emerge from the discour­
agements of its early settlement. In 
1 8 1 7  D e  Witt Clinton was first elected 
Governor. A bill for the construction 
of the Erie Canal became a law the 1 5th 
of April ,  1 8 1 7. The public mind was 
filled with great proj ects for advancing 
the commercial importance of the state 
and Governor Clinton was the most en­
thusiastic in support of them. Governor 
Clinton for some reason turned his at­
tention favorably to Chadwick's Bay 
and made investments in its real estate. 
At that t ime the termination of the 
" Grand Canal," as it was then called,  
had not been decided upon.  There was 
a remarkable scarcity of good harbors 
upon Lake Erie .  With the exception 
of Black Rock, Put-in Bay and Detroit 
River Chadwick's Bay was then regard­
ed as the best  harbor on the lake; bet­
ter than Maumee , Sandusky, Cuyahoga 
River or Erie. It i s  described by Wil­
liam Darley in a book entitled "A Tour 
from New York to Detroit" published 
in 1 8 1 8  as follows : "A semicircular bay 
l ies  in front of the village ,  formed by 
two capes ,  distant from each other about 
a mile and a half with a bar extending 
from cape to cape over which there is 
seven feet of water. Vessels  capable 
of passing the bar find good shelter 
from east,  southeast,  south or south­
west winds, and the bar breaking the 
waves ,  the harbor affords a refuge also 
from winds blowing from the lake. The 
bottom of the bay affords good anchor­
age within two hundred yards of the 
shore." 

For the shipping of those days, before 
steam was used in navigation,  it was a 

harbor more easily entered than B lack 
Rock, then strenuously striving to be 
the terminal point of the canal . No 
harbor existed at Buffalo-only the 
mouth of a shallow creek which emp­
tied into the lake at the head of ob­
j ectionable rapids and which was so 
obstructed by a sand bar that vessels  
could rarely enter .  Even canoes could 
nO't pass ,  and sometimes  footmen could 
walk dry shod across .  Chadwick's B ay 
was then clearly the best harbor on the 
lake within the state. It was for a while 
a dangerous rival of both Buffalo and 
Black Rock. Governor Clinton believed 
that contingencies mig)1t occur that 
would cause it to be chosen a western 
terminus of the canal . The air was then 

. filled with schemes  for public improve­
ment-even the impracticable proj ect of 
a canal from Chautauqua Lake to Lake 
Erie was discussed.  It i s  possible that 
Governor Clinton thought that , inde­
pendent of the Grand Canal, the good 
harbor and the situation of Chadwick's 
Bay at the western end of the state gave 
it superior advantages .  No suggestion 
that it was t hought of as a terminus 
to the canal was made by William . Dar­
ley, who was a competent observer and 
well informed upon the subj ect, when 
he visited Dunkirk in 1 8 1 8. He merely 
made the sensible remark "that with 
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good roads and a thriving interior Dun­
kirk must advance in a ratio with the 
neighboring country. Being the only 
port, no rival can be raised to  check its 
progress nearer than forty-five miles .  
Should the current of  'commerce turn 
towards the City of  N ew York then 
would Dunkirk become the shipping 
port of a semicircle of at least thirty 
miles . "  

The canal in  1817  had become a mat­
ter of general interest ; some regarded it 
as an impracticable undertaking- and 
spoke of it derisively, but with the ma­
jority it  was popular.  It was a subj ect 
of  frequent allu s ion, often called "Clin­
ton's  Ditch . "  

Sea  Serpents .-Work was c0'mmenced 
0'n the canal July 4, 1 8 1 7. In the same 
month a sea snake was said to have 
been seen above Dunkirk, three miles 
off shore. The discovery was announce 
in an Erie paper as  follows : "The crew 
of the schooner General Scott saw a 
sea  serpent thirty�five or forty feet in 
length and its neck, which it put out of 
water a few yards from the vessel ,  ten 
or twelve inches in diameter. Its color 
was a dark mahogany, nearly black. 
The lake was smooth and they had a 
perfect view of it for more than a min­
ute . "  In the same paper there appeared 
an account o f  still another sea snake 
seen in the harbor of Gloucester, Mass­
achusetts .  "One hundred feet long 
with a head as long as a horse and a 
body as big as a barrel. " Such marvels 
provoked the muse of our ancient and 
esteemed bard, James H. ' Price, of May­
ville  to celebrate them in verse, which 

�he did in the following lines  published 
at the time in the Chautauqua Eagle 
in wnich of course he alludes to the 
canal-the popular topic of the day : 

O D E  TO T H E S EA S E R P E N �  

"Monstrum horrendum informe ingens."  

Majestic wanderer of the Ileep, 
o could I catch thee fast asleep, 

and learn exact thy shape and quantity 

I'd give the richest verse to flow, 

And joyous round thy brow bestow 

The wre ath of immortality. 

But whether speckled, green or black, 

Thy b elly white or striped thy b ack 

No mother's son has told :  

Were I permitted now to choose 

Thy dress, I 'd  give thee brightest hues­

Sea green and burnished gold. 

An oysterman, by way of feint 

' C lept C apt. Wheeler, makes complaint­

His face with terror pale. 

Much to his surprise 

He saw your worship 's head and eyes 

But not your worship 's tail. 

And m any a goodly, gallant sail 

Shall Eee thy head, perchance thy tail, 

T.hrough long succeeding years. 

While o'J . Cape Ann or off Cape Cod 

Right valiantly they swear by God 

Your serpentship app ears. 

* * * * * * * 

Dost know th at we New Yorkers shall 

Soon h ave a big ditch called Canal 

By C1l!sh and toil unsparing ? 

And when complete the work review 

Kindly will let your highness through 

To take a western airing. 

M ay b e  fresh w ater don't  agree, 

MOEt mighty king o f  snakes, with thee, 

Nor suit thy princely nation. 

And thou preferest for toil or play, 

In melancholy mood or gay, 

The azure paths of Ocean. 

Then' like a meteor snake afar-

Long mayst thou shine the ' s ailor's star­

Give every whal e a whipping-

And prithee stand with two b right eyes, 

( T ill we can get som e  new supplies )  

A lighthouse for our E hipping. 

* 

Dunkirk Land Company-There i s  
little doubt tha t  Daniel G .  Garnsey who 
had visited the county in 1 8 I I ,  first 
called  the attention of .Governor Clinton 
and his friends to Chadwick's Bay.  In 
1 8 1 6  or 1 8 1 7  he purchased for Elisha 
Jenkins o f  Albany, as Trustee  for a 

company composed of I saiah and John 
Townsend, De Witt Clinton and Mr.  
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Thorn one thousand eight acres of land 
including the farms of  Solomon Chad­
wick, Timothy and Luther Goulding, 
Daniel Pier and others. Assignments 
were taken of their contracts and deeds 
obtained of the Holland Land Company. 
Chadwick received two thousand dol­
lars for his farm, for which he paid less  
than two hundre cl. Daniel Pier who was 
a hatter, when he came to Dunkirk two 
years before, brought with him a box 
of wet and damaged hats ,  which he re­
paired and sold for seventy dollars.  This 
sum was all that he paid towards his 
land, which he now sold for twenty-four 
hundred dollars .  Such advances in real 
estate were then without precedent 
in the cOlmty, and have scarcely been 
paralleled since. Like viciss itudes of 
fortune have followed Tlunkirk from the 
beginning. Mr.  Garnsey was probably 
a stockholder in this land company, be­
came its agent and actively promoted 
its interests .  For several years he was 
the leading citizen of Dunkirk. 

Daniel G. Garnsey was born in Ca­
naan, Columbia County, New York, 
June 16, 1779. When between sixteen 
and seventeen years of age he com­
menced the study of law with his uncle,  
Peter Garnsey, at Norwich, Chenango 
County. He was admitted to the Su­
preme Court. At Troy he married Lucy 
Hudson. H e  practiced law in Rensse­
laer and Saratoga Counties .  He was 
at Mayville when the first County Court 
was held in June of 1 8 1  I and was ad­
mitted to the Court of Common Pleas .  
He removed to Fredonia in 1 8 1 6  and in 
1 8 1 7  to Dunkirk. Mr.  Garnsey was am­
bitious for political preferment , ob­
tained the office of Surrogate ,  was ap­
pointed District Attorney, being the 
first one who was a resident of the 
county, and was an active and efficient 
officer. He was also commissioned to 
discharge certain duties of T udge of the 
Supreme Court at Chambers.  He was 
the first Member of Congress chosen 
from Chautauqua County. He served 
two terms and was a ttentive to the 
wants of his constituents,  particularly 
in regard to harbors ,  l ighthouses and 
pensions .  

He subsequently removed to the Ter­
ritory of Michigan, purchased and laid 
out the Village of Battle Creek. He 
afterwards made a pt1 rchase at Ber­
trand, Michigan , which he laid out as 
a village and gave it  that name. He 
was appointed Receiver of Public Mon­
eys at the land office at Dixon ,  Ill inois ,  
under  fresident Harrison,  but  was  re­
moved by President Tyler .  On his way 
from Philadelphia to attend the grand 
celebration of the completion of the 
Erie Railroad in Dunkirk in 1 85 1 ,  an 
event in which he felt a deep interest ,  
having been a principal founder of the 
Village of Dunkirk and prominently 
connected with its early history, he 
stopped at Gowanda, Cattaraugus Coun­
ty, to visit Ralph Plumb. There he was 
taken violently sick and died on the 
I I th of May, 18S ! ,  at the age of s even­
ty-two years.  Mr. Garnsey was unfor ­
tunate in h i s  business  undertakings .  He  
was  fond of official distinction and  de­
voted more time to politics than to his 
profession. He was a Federalist in poli­
tics until he came to Chautauqua. Then 
he became a Republican. He  was at 
first a friend of Governor Tompkins ,  
then o f  Governor Clinton. He w a s  a 
supporter of John Quincy Adams ,  
Henry Clay a n d  General Harrison. M r .  
Garnsey i s  described as having sandy 
hair and beard, l ight complexion, dark 
eyes and a pleasant countenance. He 
was communicative but dignified in his 
address .  He  was six feet tall and 
slim, very erect in his walk and had a 
military bearing. At one time he was 
B rigadier Inspector of the Milit ia .  Few 
officers made more display, or showed 
to better advantage. His residence was 
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III .  
upon the east side of Eagle Street near 
Front. 

Garnsey's Bay.-About the beginning 
of  1 8 1 7  the harbor was called for a short 
time Garnsey's Bay as appears by the 
foHowing short article copied from the 
Buffalo Gazette of July 22, 1 8 1 7. "New 
N arne.  The place near the mouth of 
the Canadaway Creek and Lake Erie , 
which was formerly known as Chad­
wick's Bay, has been lately called Garn­
sey's Bay and a village has been recently 
planned at the head of said bay, which 
is  called  Dunkirk ."  

D unkirk Named.-The name Dun­
kirk was given by Elisha Jenkins, the 
Trustee of the Land Company, and one 
of the proprietors of the village. Mr. 
Jenkins was a citizen of Albany and had 
been a shipping merchant of Hudson 
with his b rothers and father. They had 
also a business  house in New York 
where some of the firm resided. Elisha 
was for a time engaged for the firm at 
Dunkirk, Fran ce.  The bay at that place 
resembled Chadwick's Bay on Lake 
Erie ,  hence the name Dunkirk. Dun­
kirk in France i s  a city in the depart­
ment of Le Nord and is  s ituated on 
the Strait of Dover. It has a population 
of forty thousand. Its port i s  shallow 
but its roadstead i s  good. It i s  a flour­
ishing place of  active commerce and 
manufactures  and extensive fisheries .  
I t  was originally a chapel founded in 
the seventh century by Saint Eloi, 
around which a number of fi shing tents 
were clustered. It i s  a place famous in 
French history and the scene of many 
battles  and sieges.  

Elisha Jenkins was for many years a 
prominent official and politician of the 
state and a man of good reputation. In 
1 80 1  he was appointed Comptroller by 
the Council of Appointment of which 
DeWitt Clinton and Ambrose Spencer 
were leading members , and held that 
important office until 1 806. He subse-
quently held the office of Secretary of 
State three different times ,  the last terrn 
expiring February 23, 1 8 1 3 . He was 
a defeated Clintonian candidate for State 
Senator in 1 8 1 8. 
A PROSPEROUS VILLAGE .  
Improvements,  the First Brick House .  

-Dunkirk had now acquired a name 
and become a place of  some importance. 
As s oon as the Land Company had com­
pleted its purchase ,  forty or fifty acres 
of the village site were surveyed into 
lots and improvements b�gan. Samp­
son Altoh , in 1 8 1 7, erected a two story 

A L T O N ' S  BRICK H O U S E .  

The First Brick House Built i n  C hautauqua C ounty. 

brick house on the south s ide of Front 
Street , near Buffalo Street. It  was the 
first brick house built in Chautauqua 
County. Mr.  Alton made the brick in 
the yard on Front Street just east of 
Hook's bakery. He gathered the lime­
stone of which the mOirtar was made 
along the Ameri can and Canadian 
shores and transported  it to Dunkirk 
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in his ten ton sailboat, burned it in his 
lime kiln and laid the brick himself. 
This house was long regarded as the 
first mansion of the place.  It  was dis­
tinguished even in those hospitable days 
for the hospitality of it s inmates .  Every 
one felt free to come and every one re­
ceived a hearty welcome .  When the 
"Olel B rick House on Front Street" 
was torn down in I S9 1  its destruction 
caused a sigh of regret from every one 
who remembered the Alton family. 

Sampwn Alton was the son of an 
. Englishman, wEo at an early day settled 
in Massachusetts .  His oldest brother, 
Abij ah, when young went west and be­
came the founder of the City of Alton 
111 I llinois . His younger brother,  
George , sett led in Central Pennsylvania 
where a small town was named after 
him. One sister  married Mr. Fourshae 
of Angelica, another married Robert 
Stickney, the father of the famous cir­
cus riders of that name.  Sampson Alton 
removed · from Massachusetts to Coop­
erstown , New York, and married Fanny 
Gates  in l S I  I .  Their children were 
Luther Gates ,  Nancy (Mrs .  Strobeck) , 
Harriet (Mrs .  J oseoh B .  Hall) , George 
D .  and Matilda. Sh e became the first 
wife of Erastus D .  Palmer,  the famous  
sculptor,  who once resided in  Dunkirk , 
( see  Vol .  I, page 352) .  Matilda was the 
first child born in the 1)rick house and 
was marrie d  to Mr. Palmer there. The 
other children were Oliva (Mrs. Maur­
ice Fox) , Joseph F. , Marion , Fanny C. 
(Mrs .  George M. Abell) , Walton and 
William. George D. Alton was b orn 
September 1 5 ,  I S I 7. He was the first 
child born in Dunkirk. A deed of land 
was t9 b e  given to the first male child 
born in the place. Mr .  Garnsey at the 
time of the birth of George D. Alton 
lived in Fredonia and had a son born 
there about the same time. "Three 
months later he moved to Dunkirk with 
his family. He applied for and obtained 
a deed of such lot fnr his son ,  while his 
less  enterprising neighbor was contem­
plating doing so .  The lot was situated 
on the bank of the lake and long before 
either of the lads had reached man's 
estate Lake Erie had put in a prior 
claim and taken the lot to itself .  In 
this case, at least ,  it was shown that il l­
gotten gain did not bellefit the posses­
sor. " Mr.  and Mrs .  Alton died in the 
brick house both in the same week in 
August, I S4S. 

Adam Fink settled in Dunkirk in 
I S I S  and was a well known early reSl-

E RA S T U S  D .  P A L M E R .  

dent,  an ardent Democrat and Post­
master under General Jackson. His 
marriage in I S I 9 was the first in the 
place. With his own hands he cleared 
the lands in the heart of the city. He 
made the first cast steel edged tool in 
the c ounty. He was an expert in tem­
pering edge tools .  His shop was buil l 
of logs. He and Edward Keys who 
came a little later were adepts at axe­
making. 

Improvements-Business  and Com­
merce in I S I S.-Mr. Garnsey,  support­
ed .by the company of Albany gentle-
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m e n  known a s  the " Dunkirk Associa­
tion," then princi pal proprietors, was
still diligent in his endeavors to build
up Dunkirk, and invite commerce to the
harbor. A road was made to Fredonia,
a wharf and w arehouse were built at the
foot of Center Street, '1 hotel on Front
and Center Streets and other bu i l dings
at an expense o f  twenty thousand dol­

lars. The earliest and on ly number of
the Chautauqua Gazette in existence
which was published at Fredonia, bear­
in g the date  M ay 1 9 , I S  [ S , contains this 
"Marine News" undern eath the wood­
cut o f  a ship: 

. "Ga rnsey ' s B a y ,  Dunkirk, May 17th,
[ S [ S .- Cl eared: Sloop I n dependence 

fo r Sa n dusky ,  p a s s e n g e r s ,  lumber and 
potatoes .  Arrived : Schoon e r  Fire fly 

from D etroi t , w i t h  p a s s e n g e r s .  Schoon­

e r  nIacksn ake from Erie with passen­

gers a n d  fish. Schoon e r B u ffa l o  P acket 
with passengers and furniture. Schoon­

e r  El iza o f  Sandusky with passengers,
Sloop Livona from B u ffalo with pas­
sengers. C le a re d :  f i re fly from Buf­
fal o ,  Bl acksnake f o r  B u ffal o ,  Buffalo 
 

 

 

Packet for D u ffa l o ,  P r e s i d e n t  M o n ro e  

for B u ffa l o ,  L i v o n a  for the River  R a i s i n  
with passengers . " 

vValk-i n - th e -vVat er .  - Later i n  the 
same year the \iV alk-in-the-Vv'ater, the 
first steamboat t o  naviga t e  t he lake was 
added to t h e  l i s t  of boats that regularly 
entered the H a rbor of Dunkirk. She 
was of two hundred forty to.ns bmden. 
Job Fish was her first Captain . The fol­

lowing no.tice of  a tri p  of the \iVal k- in­
th e-\iVat e r  t o  Mackinaw t o  carry goods 
for  the A m e rican Fur Company , i s  giv­

en i n  a )Jew York City paper  o f  YIay 20, 
I S [ 9. " T h e  swi ft s team boa t ,  vVal k - i n ­

t h e  \i\Ta t e r ,  i s intended to make a voy­
age ea r ly in the summer fro.m B u ffa l o  

on Lake Erie, t o  Mack ina w on Lake 
H uron ,  for t h e  c o n v ey a n c e  o f  a com­

pany. The ship has s o ncar a resemb­
l a n c e  to. the fam o u s  A rgo n aut ic expedi­
ti on in the heroic ages o. f  Greece, that 
e x pectation is quite alive on t h e  subject. 
�1any of om most distinguished citi­
zens are said to have a lready engaged 
t h e i r  pa s sage for t h i s  s p l e n d i d  adven­
ture. The Walk-in-the-Water made 
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weekly trips from B lack Rock to D etroit 
and back, stopping at Dunkirk and the 
other principal towns on the American 
shore.  Her rates o·f fare from Black 
Rock were three dollars to Dunkirk ,  
s ix  dollars to Erie ,  twelve dollars to 
Cleveland,  fifteen dollars to Sandusky, 
eighteen dollars to Detmit. Her speed 
was from eight to nine miles an hour. 
She made seven trips to

' Detf'Oit the 
first s eason. The facil ities for t ravel 
afforde? by this boat brought Chautau­
qua County a little nearer  the east, 
lessening the time and increasing the 
comfort of passengers from and to Buf­
falo. The Walk - in - the - Water was 
ruined in a squall near Buffalo in No­
vember, 1 82 1 .  It was succeeded by the 
Superior, the second steamboat on the 
lake, in May, 1 822. 

An old resident of Detroit gives as 
fol lows his recollection of the appear­
ance of the Walk-in-the-Water : 

"That old historical boat would look 
j ust as curious today to the passengers 
of a magnificent modern lake craft as 
would the small boats in which the dis­
coverer of this country crossed the At­
lantic. The coming of the Walk-in­
the-Water had been heralded far and 
wide. It  i s  fair to presume that sGarcely 
a person in this whol e  western country 
had seen a watercraft propelled by 
steam until the Walk - in - the - Water 
steamed up the Detroit River. It is  
said that the Indian contingent in par­
ticular were wild with excitement and 
could hardly believe their eyes .  There 
is  almost as  much difference between 
the Walk-in -the-Water and one of our 
modern lake boats as there is between 
Columbus' craft and the modern grey­
hounds which bring this country into 
such intimate relations with Europe. " 

William Darby left Buffalo on the 
. 2nd of August ,  1 8 18 ,  in the schooner 
Zephyr, Captain Wilcox, he arrived at 
Dunkirk on the evening of the fourth 
where he remained wind bound until 
noon of the seventh, which gav·e him an 
opportunity to visit Fredonia and to see 
the surrounding country. He says : 

"At present Dunkirk consists of about 
twenty houses  newly built .  The pro­
prietors are employed in forming a road 
to j oin both above and below the vil­
lage with t hat of the lake margin . "  

Business and Commerce Further De­
scribed.-The Chautauqua Gazette of  
May 19 ,  1 8 18 ,  contains an advertisement 
dated February 1 7, 1 8 1 8, in which under 
"New Store" N .  N. Capron advertises  
that he has "groceries ,  dry goods,  hard­
ware and crockery, also cotton and 
woolen goods ,  cotton yarn and thread, 
glass ,  mill irons ,  nails ,  iron and steel ,  
broad and narrow axes ,  long d raft and 
trace chains and that such Roods will 
be  exchanged for lumber and grain or 
sold very low for cash . "  That he will 
pay cash for one thousand pounds of 
deer hair .  This early merchant, New­
ton M. Caprqn, was the b rother to Hor­
ace Capron, once a Commissioner of 
Agriculture to Japan. 

By the Chautauqua Gazette of Au­

gust 10, of  that year, it appears that 
the place had fully assumed the name 
"Dunkirk" and that practical and sub­
stantial steps had been . taken to pre­
pare the harbor for the entry of ves­
sels .  The article was headed : 

"Dunkirk ."  
"To Captains and Pilots of vessels , 

sailing on Lake Erie. The Dunkirk 
Association at very considerable ex­
pense have prepared and placed buoys 
in the west channel leading from the 
lake into the bay to Dunkirk. The oute;' 
buoy is placed in l ine of the headlands 
or points each side of the bay yet a con­
siderable distance without the bar. Ves­
sels sail ing down the lake may sail near 
or give the west point a good berth, yet 
approach ihe outer buoy with ease .  IE 
fact , the outer buoy may be  made from 
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any point on the lake side,  with from 
fifteen to eighteen feet of water. The 
buoys are white and four in number 
and placed in the center of the chan­
nel .  They are not all in a direct l ine .  
I t  i s  expected,  however, that al l  pilots 
and masters of vessels desirous of keep­
ing the channel and bringing i nto the 
bay the best water will keep a direct 
course from one buoy �o the other run­
ning them down. The inner buoy next 
to  Dunkirk i s  placed in ten feet of 
water and the others from twelve to 
fi fteen feet, and vessels drawing not ex­
ceeding nine feet of w;,ter may pass in 
and out with safety. After passing the 
last buoy, as  vessels  sail in, they may 
bear down for the wharf, or ride at 
anchor at ease within the bay. The 
eastern channel , it i s  understood , will 
shortly be  buoyed out. May 26, 1 8 1 9. "  

It  was' signed b y  D .  G .  Garnsey, Ell is  
Doty,  William A. Lynde,  John Bond, 
Azariah Fuller, Benj amin Day, Thomas 
"\iVarren,  James Day, Captain of sloop 
General H untington ; Joseph S. Barn­
ard, Captain of schooner Huron; Dan G. 
Brown, Pilot of the General Huntington ; 
H oratio Wilcox, pilot of the schooner 
Zephyr, and Moses R.  Eaton , late mas­
ter of  the schooner Lord Wellington.  

Under the heading of "Dunkirk 
Store ," Beggs and Lynde advertise in 
the same paper that they "have for sale 
dry goods,  crockery, hardware, glass­
ware, groceries ,  Dutch bolting cloths ,  
natash. kettles ,  iron, steel ,  anvi ls ,  vice s. 
cranks,  screws ,  sawmill saws and nails ," 
and advertise "stora�e and forwarding 
continued as usual . "  

John B eggs came from Scotland and 
settled in Dunkirk in 1 8 1 9  and was 
prominently connected with its early 
history. He built Central Avenue dock 
and the Buffalo Street dock. He died 
in 1 837. His brother 'Charles  came later 
and was a druggist and Deputy Post·­
master.  
Dr. Ezra Williams  settled in Dunkirk 
in 1 820 . He was born in Massachus­
etts .  His wife was the daughter of 
Rev. Walter King of Norwich, Con­
necticut. When Dr. Williams came to 
Dunkirk a few small buildings along 
Front Street constituted the village. 
Along Central Avenu e wa s a continu­
ous forest from Third Stree1 toO Fre­
donia. The only road for teams to the 
latter village was one running westerly 
to near the mouth of the Canadaway, 
thence up the creek to Fredonia. Doc­
tor Williams was a widely known phy­
sician and in his prime had the most  
extensive practice of any in the northern 
part of the county. He was Postmaster 
of Dunkirk in John Quincy Adams '  ad­
ministration an d one of the founders 
of the Dunkirk Academy. He was the 
father of  JJr. Julien T. Williams. 

A Period of Depression .-The road 
from Buffalo for many years after the 
settlement of Dunkirk was unfitted for 
the transportation of merchandise  by 
land. There were no bridges over Buf­
falo, Eighteen Mile and Cattaraugus 
Creeks or the smaller streams .  In the 
spring and fall the condition of this road 
was such as to be the dread of all trav­
elers .  From Cattaraugus westward it 
was a continuous mud hole.  The ter­
rors of the Four Mile woods which ex­
tended eastward from Cattaraugus 
Creek have been often described .  On 
account of its perils and loneliness  ' i t  
was called the " Great Saharah of  the 
Holland Purchase ."  N otwithstanding 
bad roads favored the transportation .of 
merchandise  by the lake to the harbor 
and in despite of the efforts of the Dun­
kirk Association,  the out-lying country 
was yet too thinly populated to invite 
commerce sufficient to build up the 
place. An artificial harbor had been 
completed at Buffalo in 1 82 1 .  The ter­
mination of the Erie Canal ,  if that had 
anything to do with the fortunes  of 
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Dunkirk, had been decided in favor of  
B uffalo in 1 823 . Consequently Dunkirk 
did not prosper as was expected.  Im­
mediately previous to 1 825 its popula­
tion probably diminished as i t  then had 
but fifty inhabitants .  The dull years 
that had existed previous to 1 8 1 8  had 
now returned. After a brief fit of pros­
perity , it seemed about to enter upon 
a period of depression.  

Walter Smith.-Fortunately for the 
future of Dunkirk its possibil ities at­
tracted the attention of Walter Smith, 
a young merchant of Fredonia remark­
able for ep ergy and business capacity. 
Besides the superior advantages of
Dunkirk as a lake port, with its fine 
harbor open to navigation two weeks 
earlier than Buffalo, there still l ingered 
a belief that it might be necessary to ex­
tend the Erie Canal to this point to gain 
the b�nefits of  its harbor.  Moreover,
a bill had been passed  by the Legis lature 
upon the personal application of the in­
habitants of the southern tier of coun­
ties for the appointment of three Com­
missioners to explore and survey a state 
road from the Hudson River to some
point upon Lake Erie which it was
n early certain would be Dunkirk. In
fact the surveyors employed by the state
arrived at Dunkirk December 24, 1 825, 

and stuck their last flag at the foot of 
the wharf, completing their survey.
This line was pronounced by them to
be the best to the lake. These consid­
erations undoubtedly influenced Walter
Smith to unite his destiny with that of
the village . In that year he bought the
undivided half of the property of the
Dunkirk Company for the sum of ten
thousand dollars and immediately 
turned his energy and business ability
to building up the place and developing
the  resources of the surrounding �oun­
try . Although he was scarcely t wenty­
fi ve years of age , his business capacity
and judgment was that of  one  of ma-
ture years and long experience. He 
had broad views of business and was 
fitted menta 11y for large undertakings .  
He became a t  once the controlling 
power in D unkirk and soon the most 
influential and public spirited business  
man in the  county. The  writer well 
remembers when \i\T alte r  Smith ap d thp. 
fame of his business enterpri ses W f? r  0 

familiar topics even in the south part 
of the county with old settlers ,  years 
after his business  career had closed. 

"Walter Smith was born in Wethers­
field, Connecticut , March 21, 1 800. 

When fifteen he was clerk in the store 
of Jacob Ten Eyck in Cazenovia, New 
York. When nineteen years of  age he 
made a horseback tour through the 
western counties  of the state in search 
of a suitable place to engage in business 
as a merchant. He arrived at Fredonia 
in March , 1 8 1 9, and resolved to settle 
there. He returned to Cazenovia where 
although stil l  a minor,  he formed a part­
nership with Mr. Ten Eyck as  Walter 
Smith & Company.  Mr.  Ten Eyck 
furnished the capital and Mr. Smith re­
turned to Fredonia in May with a stock 
of goods .  Todd & Douglass engaged 
in busines s  in . Fredonia that year. J os­
eph and Ralph Plumb, then in business  
there ,  fail ed in June of the  same year 
and Mr. Smith bought their store and 
ashery. His first year' s  sale of goods 
exceeded twenty thousand dollars and 
at the end of twelve months  he repaid 
Mr. Ten Eyck and owned the business .  
This increased so  that in the sixth year 
it amounted to seventy-five thousand 
dollars .  In  the earlier years of his busi­
ness  he furnished supplies  for all the 
forts and garri sons of the United States  
on the  Great Lakes uncler a contract 
with the general " government. Every 
article of produce so  furnished was 
rai sed in Chautauqua County except 
white beans which were bought in Ohio.  

In 1 826 Walter Smith moved to Dun-
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kirk and thereafter devoted his talent
and energy to building up that place
He "transferred to this theater of ac­
tion his capital , his prestige, his re­
markable talent for business and ad­
venture. Daily stages for passengers
and a wagon line for tran sportation were
s{)on established between Dunkirk and
'vVarren, Pennsylvania.  Communication
with Buffalo was opened by means of
the Pioneer.  The few steamboats
that then made infrequent voyages to
western point s ,  where great cities have
since grown up like exhalations ,  were
induced to call at Dunkirk for the con­
venience of those who were westward 
bound and a new impulse  was given to 
the general trade, travel and improve­
ment of  the country. Mr. Smith's life
was a masterly and. persistent struggle,  
always against natural obstacles ,  often 
under adverse fortunes ,  to build up a 
commercial town at Dunkirk which 
would vie in importance with neighbor­
ing cities on the lake." Such was his 
attention t,o the public interest that his 
influence became potential in the north 
part of the county, particularly in his 
own village, so  that it used to be face­
tiously said that Dunkirk .had no other 
god than Walter Smith. 

Lafayette .-In June, r 82 5 ,  before the 
removal of \Valter Smith to Dunkirk, 
Lafayette visited Chautauqua County . 
Accounts of his visit are given in these 
volumes by Miss Olive Risley Seward 
and in the general history of the coun­
ty. We will here add some further par­
ticulars. I t  was largely due to the en­
terpris e  and public spirit of Walter 
Smith, that the visit and reception of 
Lafayette in Chautauqua County was 
successful .  At his suggestion the route 
was arranged through Chautauqua. At 
Erie he planned the visit to Fredonia 
and voyage on Lake Erie on the steam­
boat Superior from Dunkirk to Buffalo .  
Mr.  Smith : bore the expense of  the fuel 
 
 

 

for the steamboat and 111 other way
contributed to the success of the visi
and reception. By invitation of the com
mittee from Buffalo he accompanied the
party to the latter place.  

Lafayette arrived at Fredonia from
Westfield a little past midnight. Bon­
fires were burning, the windows of some
of the houses  illuminated by the natural
gas that i s sued from the bed of the
Canadaway which was regarded as a
great novelty by the distinguished visi­
tors.  A profusion of lights were sus­
pended from the trees .  There was ring­
ing of bells ,  firing of salutes ,  a military
display and a gathering of people ,
mus ic ,  speeches and a banquet .  Not­
withstanding the limited facilit ies pos­
sessed by the newly settled village of
Fredonia,  s ituated then in a remote 
frontier, the s pirit and good taste dis­
played in the arrangements ,  the s imple ,
earnest and touching reception by the 
people assembled,  we have the testi­
mony of M .  Levasseur, Lafayette ' s  Pri­
vate Secretary, made a deep impression
upon Lafayette and his party. 

At the banquet at Fredonia the young 
men of the first families there who 
wished to obtain a better view, served 
a� waiters; one of them, John M. B ar­
bour, afterwards Chief Justice of  the 
Superior Court of the City of , New 
York,  attended the door .  A fine repast 
prepared with excellent taste was served 
by Mosely W. Abell at his hotel .  As the 
light . of morning began to break in the 
east Lafayette set  out from Fredonia 
attended by the , 'military and a proces­
s ion of citizens,  people in carriages and 
on horseback a mile in l ength. He  
passed over the  road between Fredonia 
and Dunkirk which had been improved 
and prepared for the occasion and ar­
rived at the harbor as the sun began 
to shed its earliest beams over the bay. 
The steam brig Superior lay in waiting 
but a mile from shore. The General 
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was handsomely received at the pier by 
a deputation from Buffalo and was then 
taken on board of a yawl. As this boat 
passed over the bay the Super.ior fired 
a salute of twenty-four guns which was 
responded to by a salute of the same 
number from the artillery upon the 
shore. The roar of the cannon echoed 
by the forests that densely bordered 
the shore,  the strains of music that 
came from the boat across the still 
waters ,  the romantic bay bordered by 
green foliage of the woods,  the. con­
course of silent spectators that had gath­
ered to witness  the embarkation and 
more than all the impressive occasion 
of their assembling on that beautiful 
June morning is  a most memorable and 
interesting event in the early history 
of Dunkirk and is recorded with words 
of admiration by M.  Levasseur in. his 
j ournal. 

Smith & French.-In 1 826, with 
George A. French, Walter Smith formed 
the mercantile house  of Smith & French 
and continued prominently in business 
in Dunkirk for many years .  Mr. French 
was the s on of Asa French, an early 
citizen of Pomfret. He resided many 
years in Dunkirk, was Member' of As­
sembly for Chautauqua for three terms.  
His son,  Francis French, was a 'promi­
nent and wellknown citizen of Dun­
kirk. 

The Van Burens-LeRoy Farnham. 
-James and Henry B. Van Buren also 
established a new store here in 1 826 or 
1 827 and were long wellknown general 
merchant of Dunkirk. In 1 827 they 
moved i nto the east store of the new 
brick block ; they subsequently became 
interested in a l ine of boats sailing from 
Dunkirk. In 1 827 LeRoy Farnham" a 
wel lknown business  man of early years 
was also in business in Dunkirk. 

A Period of Prosperity.-In 1 827 the 
expenditure of  four thousand dollars 
appropriated by Congres s  to improve 
navigation of the harbor and the build­
ing of a lighthouse was commenced. 
The stake for its site had been stuck 
on the I Oth of July the year before by 
Messrs .  Garnsey and Dox. The steam� 
boat Pioneer, Capta�n Miles ,  was now 
making daily trips between Buffalo �nd 
Dunkirk carrying passengers .  I t  would 
leave Buffalo at nine o'clock in the even­
ing and arrive at Dunkirk fhe next 
morning at eight o'clock. Returning it 
would leave D unkirk at nine o'clock A.  
M.  and arrive at  Buffalo at two o'clock 
P .  M.  A line of stages between Dun­
kirk and Erie,  via Fredonia and West­
field connected with the Pioneer .  At 
Erie this line of stages connected with 
a line to Pittsburg and another to Cleve­
land. By the Pioneer and these 
routes ,  passengers from Buffalo could 
reach Cleveland in two days and Pitts­
burg in three .  Persons  desiring to 
ship freight by the Pioneer were di­
rected to apply to S .  Thompson & Com-' 
pany, or Townsend & Coit in Buffalo ,  
and to Smith & French at Dunkirk. 

M osely W. Abell in 1 828, then a lead­
ing citizen of Fredonia and one of the 
most influential in the county, moved to 
Dunkirk. He  was b orn at Bennington, 
Vermont, February 24, 1 78 1 .  July 6, 
1 806, he married Ruth Baldwin in that 
state .  In 1 8 1  I he removed to Buffalo 
and tented the hotel of  Mrs .  St .  John 
on the corner of Main and Seneca 
Streets, afterwards distinguished in the 
early history of Buffalo.  This hotel is 
improperly called Pomeroy's Hotel in 
some early accounts, that being the 
name of Mr.  Abell 's  brother-in-law. Mr. 
Abell was its mana::,;er and proprietor. 
It was afterwards destroyed with Mr. 
Abell's effects when the village was 
burned by the B ritish. After residing 
in Mayville for a year or m ore he came 
to Fredonia in 1 8 1 5 and with his broth­
er, Thomas G. Abell, started a public 
house on the site of the Columbia. His 



434 CENTENNIAL HISTORY OF CHAUTAUQUA COU NTY . 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

hotel was for many years a favorite
stopping place for travelers and he was
one of  the best known and popular
landlords 6f the county. He was one 
of the proprietors of the stage line be­
tween Buffalo and Erie and was long
Postmaster at Fredonia. He was also
Postmaster at Dunkirk and County Su­
perintendent of the Poor. He was one
of the original members of the B aptist
Church of Dunkirk and for many years
a Deacon. He died in r 858. He left 
eleven children. His daughter Minerva
married Walter Smith. His daughter
Mary Ann married the Rev.  Timothy 
Stillman·. The sons of Mosely Abell were 
all l eading business  men; Thomas B . ,
Albert H .  and George M.  are deceased ; 
Casper K. resides in D unkirk. He m ar­
ried Jane Will iams of Jamestown. He 
was  in active service and a Major in the 
late Civil War and i s  still in active busi­
ness in Dunkirk. 

Ebenezer Rumford Thompson, a col­
lege graduate ,  a teacher and a scientific 
lecturer, came to Dunkirk in r829 and 
became one of its prominent citizens .  
His  father was a cousin of B enjamin 
Thompson ,  the celebrated Count Rum­
ford. Hannah Putnam, mother of E. 
R. Thompson was a near relative of 
Gen. I sra.el .putnam of. Revolutionary 
fame.  Mr. Thompson formed a mercan­
tile partnership on arriving at Dunkirk 
with Lysander B.  Brown and later with 
W. L. Carpenter founded the Chautau­
qua Whig. He was also editor of the 
Dunkirk Beacon. E. R. Thompson was 
the father of Mrs. Dr.  J .  T.  Williams 
and M rs .  W. W. Brigham. 

John J .  Cassety, the father of Thomas 
and James J .  Cassety, . the latter long 
and well known as the Principal of  the 
State Normal School at Buffalo, came· 
from Oriskany Falls ,  Oneida County, 
about r 830. In early days he was the 
keeper of the lighthouse at Dunkirk for 
many a year. 
Rev. Joy Handy and the Baptists.­
On the 5th of May, r 830, the B aptist 
Church was organized, the first in the 
town. The Rev. Joy Handy and Elisha 
Tucker were among its first preachers. 
The society worshiped in the new brick 
schoolhouse on Third Street for many '
years. Later this church and others 
held seryices over Parson ' s  wagon shop. 
In r 856 it built a brick church. 

Rev. Timothy Stillman and the Pres­
byterians and Congregationalists .-I,n 
r 830, · ten persons ,  Congregationalists 
and Presbyterians ,  petitioned the Buf­
falo PreSbytery to organize them into 
a church. The petition was granted and 
the church fo;mally constituted May 22, 
r 830. About the r st 'o f  September of 
that year the Rev. Timothy Sti l lman, a 

graduate of Yale and Auburn Theologi­
cal Seminary, began his labor as pastor 
on a salary of four hundred dollars a 

year. The congregation als o  w orshipped 
in the brick schoolhouse on Third 
Street. As  a result of  a revival in r 833 
thirty were  added to the church awl 
measures taken to erect a meeting 
house on the corner  of Center and Third  
Streets. It was a wooden structure and 
was completed in r835 .  Rev. Timothy 
Stillman closed his labors as  pastor in 
r 838. He was one of Dunkirk 's  bes l  
known and most  respected citizens of  
old times.  He had a large influence in  
religious circles .  He was small in stat­
ure, a strict theologian and a firm ad­
herent to his denominational faith. I1 
has been said of  him that it was sel­
dom that so  much Presbyterianism was 
enclosed  in so small and compact- a 
package. He married Mary Ann, a 
daughter of Mosely W. Abell .  He was 
the brother of  Otis Stillman,  who for 
many years was also one of the most 
prominent citizens of the village. In 
r 84 r  Rev. Charles L. Hequembourg, the 
father of Charles  E. , became pastor and 
continued to discharge its duties until 
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. 1 846. He was  a broad-minded, liberal 
and original thinker and an able preacj1-
er and writer .  

The Methodists .-A Methodist Epis­
copal c lass  was formed about 1 833 .  The 
service was first held in the school­
house , later, over Parson's wagonshop. 
Before the Civil vVar the church was 
ministered by Revs . Wright, Johnson, 
Osborne, Warren and Tibbitts . Under 
the latter a church was built in 1 858. 

The Erie Railroad.-Walter Smith so 
stimulated the settlement of Dunkirk 
that by 1 830 it population is  believed 
to have increased from fifty to over 
three hundred people .  The defeat of 
the State Road by the Legislature of 
1 826 was the beginning of the agitation 
of the subj ect of a railroad through the 
southern t ier of counties. Mr. Smith 
was one of the first proj ectors of the 
New York and Erie Railroad and in its 
incipient stages the leading and most 
efficient man in the state to promote 
i t .  He spent  the greater part  of the win­
ters of 1 83 1  an d 1 832 in Albany bring­
ing the importance of the road to the 
attention of the Legis lature. It was 
largely through his efforts that the road 
was chartered April 24, 1 832. Through 
his influence a clause  was incorporated 
in the charter requiring the running of 
a certain number of trains into Dunkirk 
daily, thus securing to it  permanently 
and beyond contingency the benefit of 
the road. The wisdom of this provis ion 
is now apparent. There were then but 
five thousand miles of railroad in the 
whole world, yet Mr.  Smith saw with a 
remarkable clearness of vision the revo­
lution in business that railroads were 
to make. At a meeting of the proj ect­
ors he saiel that "the day would come 
when cattle fattened in Indiana, Ill inois 
and Ohio would be brought to the New 
York Market ."  His  prediction was  de­
rided at the time as visionary. 

Hon. Richard P. Marvin of J ames-
town was al so one of the first citizens 
of the county to appreciate the importc 
ance of a railroad and one of  the first to 
make an active effort to accomplish it .  
He addressed a meeting held at J ames­
town September 20,  1 83 1 ,  of which 
Judge Elial T. Foote was chairman, at 
which it was resolved that application 
should be made to  the Legislature for 
a charter. This was the first public 
movement made in reference to the 
New York and Erie Railroad. It was 
through his efforts that the important 
provision was incorporated in its char­
ter that the termination of the road at 
Lake Erie should be at some point be­
tween the Cattaraugus Creek and the 
Pennsylvania l ine .  

The preliminary survey of the  Erie 
Road was made in 1 832 by Dewitt Clin­
ton ,  J r. One million dollars of stock 
was required to be subscribed b efore the 
company could be organized.  The sub­
scription of William G. Buckner com­
pleted the required amount and the 
company was organized in July, 1 833 .  
Eleazer Lord of New York was  chosen 
the first President and Will iam G. Buck­
ner Treasurer. Benj amin Wright was 
appointed to survey the route of the 
road. He was assisted by James Sey­
mour and Charles Ellet. The survey 
was completed in r 834. In 1 835  the 
company was organized and forty miles 
put under contract. 

N ewspapers.-The " Chautauqua Ga­
zette" was the first newspaper published 
in the county. In 1 826 it was united 
with the "People's Gazette ."  It  was 
moved by Mr.  Hull to Dunkirk in 1 826 
and was the first newspaper published 
there. In a few months, however,  it  
was removed to Westfield.  The "Chau­
tauqua Whig" was the first permanent 
newspaper published in Dunkirk. Its  

ublication was commenced in August ,  
1 834, by Thompson and Carpenter.  

fterwards its name was changed to the 
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"Dunkirk Beacon ."  Probably suggest­
ed  by the beacon at the entrance of the 
harbor. 

Walter Smith and til e  Loder House .  
-Walter Smith in 1 833 sold Ilis hal f  in­
terest in the Dunkirk Company to New 
York City people at a large profit and 
for less than half the sum he received 
he bought of the company the other 
half .  In 1 835  he laid the foundations 
of the Loder H ouse  and it was so  far 
completed as to be covered by a roof 
the . next year. It was built of brick and 
stood on the south side of Third Street 
and on the west side of Central Avenue.  
It was intended as a hotel  and was by 
far the largest and most imposing build­
ing built in D unkirk. Mr. Smith built 
the first gristmill  there.  He  conducted 
the water from Canadaway Creek three 
miles through a race way. 

Walter Chester,  an active, intelligent 
and prominent busines s man moved to 
Dunkirk in 1 835 .  He was born in 
Weathersfield,  Connecticut, in Novem­
ber, 1 804. He  became a clerk of Mr. 
Ten Eyck of Cazenovia, N ew York. 
Afterwards he removed to Sinclairville 
and established there a general store 
with Mr.  Ten Eyck,  under the firm name 
of , Walter Chester & Company. He 
accumulated fourteen thousand dollars 
at Sinclairville .  He  came to Dunkirk, 
invested largely in real estate and lost  
it a l l  in the crash of 1 837. He removed 
to Erie in 1 843. 

H enry Severence came from Madison 
County in 1 835 .  He  remained there but 
a short time. In 1 8 5 1  he returned and 
made Dunkirk his permanent home.  
He was an intelligent and observing 
man, a sterl ing citizen with a rugged 
sense of honor. Bes ides  other l iterary 
contributions he prepared numerous in­
teresting and valuable articles re lating 
to the history of tile  town published in 
the Lake Shore Observer to which I 
am indebted for many facts here relat-
ed. He left two children, Harriet (Mrs .  
E .  M.  Lucas) and Emma H. ,  Principal 
of the Intermediate D epartment of 
School Number 2 .  

School s  and the  Marine Il1surance 
Company.-It was while Dunkirk was 
part of D istrict ?\ine of the Town of 
Pomfret t hat its first schoolhouse  was 
built . This  building stood near the rear 
of tile Lake Shore Bank. It was after­
wards fitted for a dwelling by Royal 
Tift. A brick schoolhouse was built 
about the  year 1 827. In May, 1 837,  
Dunkirk Academy was incorporated .  
The following named persons were its  
first Trustees : Ezra Will iams ,  Ernest 
Mullett,  James Van Buren , George A. 
French, David McDonald ,  Horace Pem­
berton, Levi Parsons ,  Timothy Stil l� 
man, Walter Smith, William Mellen , 
Walter Chester and C. H .  S .  Williams .  
I t s  fir s t  Principals were Abner Taylor, 
Ebenezer R. Thompson and Timothy 
Stillman. The brick schoolhouse  was 
used for the Academy building. Twelve 
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years later its property having been 
conveyed to the Union School  District 
it became the Academic Department of 
the Union School. This year the Ma­
rine Insurance Company was incorpor­
ated. 

Census.-By the census of r 835  Dun­
kirk contained a 

'
population of six hun­

dred twenty-eight , of which three hun­
dred fifty-four were males and two hun­
dred seventy-four females ,  an increase 
of nearly one hundred per cent. since the 
census of r 8:�0. Fredonia in r 835  had 
nine hundred fifteen inhabitants .  By 
this census it appears that there were 
eighty more males than females in Dun-
D U N K I R K  H A R B O R- 1 8 3 5 .  
kirk, a remarkable preponderance ,  which 
principally accounts for the large vote 
given at the Presidential election in r 836 
when Martin Van Buren was elected 
President. One hundred ninety-three 
votes were then cast in the territory 
now comprising the Town of Dunkirk, 
of which twenty-nine were Democrats 
and one hundred sixty-four Whigs . 
From memorandum, made at the time 
of those who voted at this election 
we are not only able _to learn the 
names of some of those who were 
at that time citizens of Dl111kirk,  
but their political faith also. The Iol ·· 
lowing well known citizens  were . Whigs : 
M. W. Abell , John and Charles B eggs , 
John Bond, Joseph Bristol , James Brig­
ham, N.  M. Capron, Walter Chester) 
George R. Dewight (a lake Captain who 
sailed the William Penn) , Noah D raper, 
George · A. French, Wilbur Gifford, Jos­
eph B .  Hal l ,  Edward Keys ,  John Lang­
don (a tanner and prominent and 
wealthy man), David McDonald ,  J on­
athan Monroe,  Horace Pemberton, Levi 
Parsons,  John Sisson, B .  W. Stockton , 
Walter, Chauncey and Josiah Smith, 
Otis Stil lman, E.  R. Thompson, Royal 
Tift ,  H. R. and James Van Buren , Ezra 
Williams .  

Among the  Democrat$ were  the  fol-
lowing : Sampson Alton, Lysander 
Brown, Levi Brownell, W. L. Carpen­
ter,  John J .  Cassety , J.  H .  Dickenson, 
Edmund and Abraham Day, Adam Fink, 
Ernest Mullett, Patrick Moore, Return 
Tabor, Andrew Wood, Daniel Frazer. 

At that pime elections were held three 
days in succession and the Election 
Board travelled from one polling place 
to another. At the succeeding Presi­
dential election held in r 840, when Har­
rison was elected President, according 
to Henry Severance but fifteen Demo­
cratic votes were polled, among them 
Adam Fink and John J .  Crt s s ety : a 
marked contrast with the political com-
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plexion of Dunkirk a few years later. 
There were others not in this l ist of an­
cient voters that have not heretofore 
been mentioned who were prominent in 
the affairs of the town" whose names 
rightly should appear in the annals of  
those  early days .  

Dunkirk Prosperous.-Dunkirk now 
had reached the highest degree of pros­
perity that it was to enjoy for many a 
year, chiefly due to one able , self-reliant 
and unassuming citizen who never held 
a public office higher than fathmaster. 
Walter Smith did more in his day to 
build up his town and promote the pros­
perity of the county than any other citi­
zen. Of  him it has been said that "n o 
man in the state was his superior in 
planning, forecasting and executing 
grand business  operations ."  He  died 
September 2 r ,  r 874. His children were 
Mary, who married John M. Barhour, 
late Judge of  the Superior Court of the 
City of  New York ; Kate E. M . ,  Walter 
c., Sarah and Cornelia. 

Incorporated as a VilIage.-The pop­
ulation of Dunkirk had so increased in 
r 837 that it was incorporated as a vil­
lage. It had now become a flourishing 
town, one of the three largest in the 
county. Jamestown at this time de­
pended upon its lumber and other man­
ufactories for its importance. Fredonia 
upon its trade and mercantile advan­
tages ,  while the expectations of Dunkirk 
were based upon its harbor, the com­
merce it was to bring, and the great 
rail road soon to terminate there. 
IV. 
YEARS OF ADVERS ITY.  

The Abandoned Railroad Track.-In 
r 836 an act was passed authorizing a 
loan to the Erie Railroad Company of 
three million dollars. The Comptroller 
was directed to i s sue state stock to that 
amount. Judge R. P. Marvin was at 
that time a member of the Legislature,  
and took an active part in securing the 
assistance of the state. This large sum 
was expended yet the road was not 
completed and work had to be suspend­
ed .  Fourteen miles were graded from 
Dunkir'k easterly, ext'ending south of 
the present l ine into Arkwright. Relics 
or these wasted efforts may still be seen 
in the remains of cuts  and fil ls  that 
mark the heavy grades of the old route 
up the ridge to reach the headwaters of 
the Conewango. Walnut Creek still 
flows through an old and substantial 
culvert at a place in Arkwright called  
the  Abbey, built nearly s eventy years 
ago . Six or eight miles  of l\ails were 
actually laid on this track from Dun­
kirk along Railroad Avenue. Long be­
fore the whistle of a locomotive ' was 
heard jn the county this piece of road 
was made use of by Dunkirk excursion 
parties .  Flat cars provided with ex­
temporized brakes ,  hau\ed up by horses 
to its termination would run back 
to Dunkirk of their own weight. Two 
cars provided with temporary seats were 
filled with Dunkirk people on the Fourth 
of  July, r 845 , and the day enj oy�djn fhis 
unique way. The ties at length went 
to decay and the track was abandoned. 
The old forsaken way became a trysting 
place for young people where the whip­
par-will, a bird now almost extinct in 
Chatitauqua County, might once ' have 
been heard "reciting the ballad of its 
griefs" in the dusk of  warm summer 
evenings. Another well remembered 
gathering pla'ce of t hose days was a 
sulphur spring on Front Street, not far 
from the great poplar tree, which is  said 
to have sprung from a riding whip once 
carelessly stuck in the ground. To this  

, copious spring yo�ng and old would 
come at the close of pleasant summer 
days and Sunday afternoons ,  to taste 
its waters ; but more to exchange friend-
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ty greetings and to pass the time in
pleasant gossip. There are many that
still remember it, welling up within its
rude curb of plank and the handy dip­
per that hung by it .  

A Time of Adversity.-The long de­
lay in the completion of the Erie Road
of itself W.ould have most disastrously
affected the prosperity of Dunkirk, even
had not a still greater calamity befallen
it. The period immediately previous to
1 837 had been one of apparent pros­
perity, and business men of the country
had traded extensively upon credit.
People of all classes  had embarked in
wild speculations ,  particularly in real
estate. There was a great demand for
corner lots and favor;] �le sites .  Cities
were laid out along the  lake  wherever
there was a h arbor. Almost every vil­
lage was affected. As Dunkirk was to
he the termination Qf the Erie Railroad
it became an unusually promising field
for speculation. The crisis came in the
spring of 1 837. The mercantile fail­
ures in N ew York, in the months of
March and April of that year, amounted
to over one hundred million dollars .  In
New Orleans failures to the amount of
twenty-seven million dollars tQok place
in two days.  All the banks in New
York, and in the whole country, sus­
pended specie payment. Upon Dunkirk
the calamity fell heaviest. "Unmerciful
disaster followed fast and followed fast­
er. " The town seemed prostrated be­
yond all hope of recovery. The credit
of almost every business man was blast­
ed .  Walter Smith, upon whom the for­
tunes of Dunkirk rested, w.as over­
whelmed in the common fate. Fifteen
notices of mortgag-e foreclosures  ap­
peared in the Fredonia Censor of · N 0 -

vember 8,  1 837,  and twenty-nine filled
the columns of the Dunkirk Beacon of
March 30 , 1 841 , evidences of the reC;(­
oning that followed the speculations of
1 836. From this period forward until
the Erie Railroad approached com ple­
tio.n but little effort was made in Dun­
kirk to recover its prestige .  Like many 
an oil borough where the wells had 
failed ,  or western town that fortune had 
abandoned,  it fel l  into decay. Its  com­
merce nearly left it .  Steamboats .only 
stopped there to wood up.  At l ength 
the docks and warehouses went out of  
repair, their  planks and timbers rotted .  
Dwelling houses became dila pidated ;
the doors and windows of  the vacant 
ones broken. For thirteen years the 
great unfinished Loder House was the 
home of bats and owls. Washington 
Square was given up to pigs, geese and 
dt� cks .  When I was a boy, attending 
the Fredonia Academy, I sometimes  
visited the  old dilapidated t8wn of Dun­
kirk. The highway from Fredonia was 
lined with stumps and was but little 
traveled. In some seasons of the year 
travel there was impossible on account 
of the mud. Long piles of steamboat 
wood lined the road and l oaded the 
wharves of Walter Smith and John 
Beggs.  Rickety sidewalks and tottering 
old rOQkeries bordered Front and Cen­
ter Streets .  The village cows ra,l1 free 
in all the streets and ranged without 
rest raint over the unfenced lots  to the 
adj acent woods, each one wearing a 
beJl to denote her whereabouts .  The 
typical cow of those days and indeed 
for many a year thereafter,  acc.ording 
to an old resident of Dunkirk, lived by 
breaking into gardens in the summer 
time and robbing farmers '  s leighs in the 
winter. Her chequered career and 
tragic fate is thus described by Eugene 
Hayes : 

The hue of her hide was a dusky brown ; 

Her body. was lean and her neck was slim ; 

One horn turned up and the other down ; 

She was keen of vision and long of limb ; 

With a Roman nos e  and a short, stump tail ,  

And ribs like the hoops of a home m ade pail.  

M any a m arl, did her body wear ; 
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She had been " a t arget for all things

known ; 

On many a scar the dusky hair 

Would' grow no more where it once had

grown ; 

M any a passionate p arting shot 

Had left on her hide a l asting spot. 

M any a day had she p aJs sed in the pound 

For helping herself to the neighbor's corn ; 

Many a cowardly cur and hound 

Had been transfixed o n  her crumpled horn ; 

Many a teapot and old tin pail 

Had the village boys tied to her old stub tail. 

* * * * * * * 

,The mosses grew on the g arden wall, 

The years went by with their work and 

play ; 

The boys of the village gTew s trong and tall 

And the grey-h aired farmers passed away, 

As one by one the leaflets fall-

But the highway cow outlived them all. 

All e arthly cre atures must h ave their d ay,­

And some must have their months and 

years,-

Some in dying will long delay,-

There is a climax to all careers, 

And the Dunkirk cow at last was slain 

In running a race with a railway train. 

We quote these  lines to give "j ust a 
swatch" of Dunkirk's old time, slip shod 
ways.  Her forsaken and dilapidated 
condition made her name a by-word for 
many a day, though not on account of 
lack of virtue or energy in her citizens,  
for they averaged in al l  respects with 
the people of any community in the 
county. The t own was the victim of a 

situation. Her  residents had invested 
much in real estate and had become 
otherwise so  closely identified with 
her fortunes  as to be compelled to 
stay there ,  and now, by the force of cir­
cumstances ,  they found themselves with­
out occupation or prospects. They 
could only await with stoicism the abate­
ment of  the storm and the coming of 
the railroad so long delayed. Mean­
while a sleepy air hung over the town 
and gras s  grew in its  s treets .  
 

 

The Ice Ship.-N otw ithstanding this 
period of inactivity Dunkirk, s ituated on 
the shore of  a great lake , was not with­
out incidents of interest. The winter 
of  r 836 and r 837 was unusually long 
and severe. The Western Trader, a 

schooner  loaded with corn and oats,  
left Detroit in the fall  of  r 836, was 
frozen in in the upper part of the lake, 
drifted down and lay for six weeks in 
a mass of ice off Dunkirk.  She was 
watched with interest from the shore 
and was called the "Ice Ship ."  She and 
her crew were not released from their 
fetters until nearly June, r 837. 

Patriot War.-In February, r 838, 
during the Patriot War,  United States 
troops ,  under General Worth, we're sent 
up Lake Erie on the steamboat Robert 
Fulton to break up the " Hunters '  
Lodges ,"  as they were cal led,  then be­
ing organized to promote the cause  of 
the Patriots .  They stopped on their 
way at Dunkirk, sent a detachment 
against a Hunters '  Lodge organized at 
Fredonia and captured and remov�d 
the arms and military supplies stored 
there. 

Lake Disasters .-The hurning of the 
Washington in r 838 off Silver Creek,  
(see Vol. I ,  page r 43) , and other dis­
asters that happened in early days upon 
the lake in the vicinity of Dunkirk 
came near to and deeply affected its 
citizens.  The waters of Lake Erie are 
the shallowest of the rive great lakes ,  
they are  consequently subj ect to choppy 
seas which render them dangerous for 
navigation. But few parts of the ocean 
have such a record of shipwrecks .  In 
r 763, a storm wrecked the boats of 
Maj or Wilkins when on his way to re­
lieve Detroit, then besieged by the In­
dians and seventy of his men perished.  
The next year General B radstreet s et 
out from Detroit after raising the siege. 
His boats were wrecked and many of his 
s oldiers drowned. From that time u n -
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t i l  the loss of the Dean Richmond with
all on board off Van Buren in 1 893, the
part of Lake Erie bordering on Chau­
tauqua County has a record of many
disasters of which Dunkirk has been
a witness and in which she has suffered
the loss of m any of her citizens .  The
wreck of the Passaic, of the Golden
Fleece and the Oswego, with the ac­
companying loss of life, all happened
in the vicinity of Dunkirk and are fresh
in the memory of its citizens .  These
tragic incidents are chronicled in other
parts of this history. 

Burning of the Steamboat Erie.-On
the 9th of August,  1 841 , occurred the
greatest disaster that had ever hap­
pened on western waters. The palatial
steamboat Erie, the finest on this lake,
owned by Charles  M.  Reed of Eri e ,
Pennsylvania ,  commanded by  Captain
Titus ,  was burned at night in plain view
of the Harbor of Dunkirk, some account
of which has been given in this history
(Vol. I, pages 1 43 and 1 44) . The Erie
left Buffalo with a large number of pas­
sengers,  including orne hundred fifty
[Destruction of the steamboat Erie , off Silver C reek. L
1841, when over ;WO human beings perished in the. dreadfu
Swiss  immigrants ,  and also  many excur­
sionists .  After supper the deck was 
cleared for dancing. While the band 
was playing and the dance in progress  
the boat caught fire from a carboy of 
varnish that had been improperly placed 
on the deck. In an instant the newly 
painted and varnished vessel  was en­
veloped in flames .  Many passengers 
j umped overboard,  others perished in 
the burning boat ,  but few reached the 
shore. Fuller ,  the wheelman , stood at 
his post and kept the vessel headed for 
the shore until he was burned alive . 
The people of Dunkirk were gathered 
at the landing and upon the shore 
where they witnessed the appalling 
scene. In the brilliant light of the 
flames they could see the frantic  strug­
gle for life. They saw their fellow be­
ings perishing without power to save. 
They did not soon forget that fearful 
night. Two hundred forty-nine per­
sons, including the Swiss  immigrants,  
lost their lives in the disaster. For two 
weeks and more bodies from the burnecl 
boat continued to float ashore. They 
ake Erie.  on the even i n g  of Monday the 9th o f  Angust, 
l confla gration . l  
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were buried under the direction of W
W. B righam, who was the Coroner o
the county at the time ; many at Dun
kirk and some in other places .  

Lake Storms.-In October , 1 844, oc
curred one of the most terrific storms
ever known o:n the lake. The water at
D unkirk raised to a remarkable height
The wharves and storehouses  at Cen­
ter and Buffalo Streets were washed
away and the merchandise scattered
along the shore .  The winter stock of
goods of several merchants of Warren
Pinegrove and Sinclairville were dle­
stroyed. The water rose far up Buffalo
Street .  Buildings were washed from
their foundations .  The steamboat Chau­
tauqua, when the storm abated,  was
found 'On the shore fifty rods from the
lake. This tempest was even more fear­
ful and destructive in Buffalo. In a
storm that occurred in the fall of r 847
five steamboats were driven ashore be­
tween Erie and Buffalo. A terrific
storm also occurred in the fall of  r 862
in which many vessels were wrecked.
The Canadian Qrig, John Young, was
carried by the waves clear over the
breakwater at Dunkirk Harbor, and 
beached high and dry on the shore in
the village. 

Loss of the Jersey City.-The loss of
the propeller Jersey City was another
disaster severely felt and long remem­
bered by the citizens of Dunkirk.  She 
was wrecked o.ff Long Point N ovem­
bel' 27, r 860. Captain Simeon MQnroe
and many of her crew were residents
of Dunkirk. Of  the twenty-three per­
sons on board eighteen were drowned 
or frozen to death. Five , after  great
suffering from the cold, were saved. 
Captain Monroe although badly frozen, 
survived. Other disasters of deep con­
cern to the people of Dunkirk, in which 
there was a loss of life , have often oc­
curred on the lake. 

Fredonia vs. Dunkirk.-When the 
 
 

 
 

great financial storm had blown over
and when it became certain that the
Erie Road was to be built , and, as  the 
work neared its consummation, evi­
dences of life again began to appear
in Dunkirk and business  to be resumed.  
People began to gather there once 
more.  There were s igns of preparation 
and an air of expectancy as if some 
great event was about to happen. A 
strong rivalry then, and for some years 
after the completion of the Erie Rail­
road, existed between Fredonia and 
Dunkirk. This j ealousy was without 
reason,  for what prosperity came to' one 
clearly benefited the other .  The vil­
lagers entertained no high opinion of 
each other.  A Fredonian would deris­
ively inquire of  a Dunkirker when he 
would expect the railroad would come ,  
and if he thought the water was increas­
ing in depth in the Harbor of Dunkirk, 
which he would call "Chadwick's B ay. " 
The Dunkirker, in retaliation, would 
call  Fredonia " Pomfret Town Corners . " 
Fredonia favored the building up of Van 
Buren as a rival of Dunkirk, notwith­
standing the harbor of the latter place 
was in every respect superior to Van 
Buren. The Fredonians  favQred the 
termination of the New York and Erie 
Road at the latter place. A great city 
was planned to be built there.  It was 
surveyed into lots and maps made and 
sent to the city of New York for dis­
t�ibution. Shares of stock representing 
one hundred dollars were sold for thir­
ty-five dollars .  In r 835 a weekly news­
paper,  called the Van Buren Times ,  of 
which Arba K. Maynard was the pub­
lisher, was established there. In r 836 
a company was incorporated with a 
capital stock of twelve thousand dollars 
for the construction of a railroad from 
Fredonia to  Van Buren. 

Point Gratiot .-Van Buren was for a 
while favored as a recreation ground,  
notwithstanding Point Gratiot was one 
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of the most beautiful promontories on 
the lake. Mrs.  E. M.  H .  Edwards says : 

"A l arge share of the picturesque 
beauty of the natural scenery,  for which 
Chautauqua County i s  noted is  in and 
around Dunkirk, where walks and drives 
in any direction disclose charming 
views in endless variety. Only a mile 
from the hotel are Point Gratiot Park , 
the Government Lighthouse and Hick­
oryhurst,  the latter a l ovely summer set­
tlement on the beach, under the hick­
ory trees  that suggested its name. A 
walk, a drive or a boat ride to Hickory­
hurst and around Point Gratiot and the 
lighthou se  i s  one of the favorite excur­
sions of Dunkirk people and their 
guests ."  

First Bank.-In 1 844 such promise 
existed for the future busines s  of the 
town t-hat the first bank was opened. 
It was a bank of issue and was estab­
lished by A. J. Webb. 

End of  the Dunkirk Land Company. 
-The land of the Dunkirk Association 
had been divided into shares among its 
owners in 1 838. Of  the proceeds one­
fou rth was to be given to the N ew York 
and Erie Railroad , provided the road 
should be built in six years. The com­
pany failed in this ,  notwithstanding the 
time had been twice extended. When 
it became certain that the road would be 
completed the proprietors of the land 
made a donation to the rail road com­
pany of forty or fifty acres for a depot 
and other purposes .  Mr. Smith, after  
he bought out the  Townsend Company, 
purchased for the association about six 
hundred acres of  additional land. After 
the railroad was completed the proper­
ty was sold and the proceeds divided 
among the proprietors . 
v. 
RETURN O F  PROSPER I T Y .  

The Erie Railroad Completed.-Sep-
tember 2 2 ,  1 84 1 , the Erie Road was 
opened from Piermont to Goshen, and 
June 7,  1 843, to Middletown. In 1 845 
the state released its  l ien on the road 
and authorized the original stockhold­
ers to surrender two shares of old stock 
and receive one share of  new. The 
road was opened to Port Jervis January 
6, 1 848, to Binghamton December 8 ,  
1 848, to Owego June  I ,  r 849 , to Elmira 
October , 1 849, and to Corning Janu­
a ry I, 1 850, and now Horatio G. 
Brooks, upon whom the destinies  of 
Dunkirk have so often rested ,  risen 
from the position of fireman to  the rank 
of engineer , brought his engine , No . 90, 
built  in Boston by Hinckley & Drury,  
by way of the Erie Canal and Lake 
Erie to Dunkirk January 3 ,  1 85 1 .  As  
i f  to announce h i s  coming to cheer Ithe 
hearts and retrieve the fortunes o f  the 
people of Dunkirk, he blew the first 
blast of a locomotive whistle ever heard 
in the County of Chautauqua. No  more 
welcome sound or sweeter music ever 
greeted waiting ears than the fi rst wild 
screa m of his engine whistle .  May 14 
of the same year the road was opened 
to Dunkirk and the New York and Erie 
Railroad completed.  

The Great Railroad Celebration.­
The great enterpris e  which the people 
o f  Dunkirk had so anxiously awaited 
through long years of doubt and de­
spondency was at last  consumated and 
a great highway of travel opened from 
the ocean to Lake Erie.  I t  wa s the 
longest railroad in the world. The op­
ening of the Pacific Railroad produced 
no greater sensation and was relatively 
an event of no greater importance than 
the opening of the Erie Road at that 
time .  A great celebration was held in 
Dunkirk to commemorate the event. 
Considering the interest of the occa­
sion, the number of people assembled, 
the distinguished persons present · par­
ticipating in the ceremonies , the inter-
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esting character and the magnificence 
of the display, i t  ha s never been equalled 
by anything of the kind held in Chau­
tauqua. 

President Fillmore and his cabinet 
and many other distinguished citizens 
of the nation were to be present.  The 
day was auspicious , thousands were at­
tracted by the fame of the expected 
guests ,  and the novelty of the anticipat­
ed spectacle . The distinguished party 
arrived in New York from Washington 
May 1 3 , 1 8 5 1 , and in the evening at­
tended a banquet at which Mr. Loder,  
the President of the Erie Road presid­
ed.  At eight o 'clock in the morning 
of May 14 a train consisting of twelve 
passenger  cars left New York City hav­
ing on board, besides the eminent party 
a host  of railroad officials . .  It was di­
vided into two sections , an hour apart. 
I t  was the first long excursion train that 
had ever run on a railroad in  the world. 
The road was four hundred forty-five 
and one-half miles long. It  was the 
first great trunk line in the United 
States and the first to j oin the Great 
Lakes with the ocean. Everything was 
provided for the comfort and pleasure 
of the excursion party possible at that 
day. An observation car was made of 
a flat car which Daniel Webster used 
as a rostrum for the delivery of 
speeches at the stations as  they came to 
them and from which he viewed the 
scenery of the road while seated in a 
rocking chair provided for his comfort. 
The excursion was a triumphal proces­
sion all the way. Crowds of people 
along the line flocked to witness it .  
The train stopped at Elmira over night 
and did · not le<).ve until ten o 'clock the 
next morning. It wa s in charge of En­
gineer Charles H. Sherman, who at the 
time of his decease , and for many years 
before, was a resident of  Dunkirk. The 
time made for so 100ig and so new a 
road is not much exceeded by the speed 
'" A  more particular account of t h e  speakers a n d  speech

given i n  Vol . I.  page 1 50 to 1 54 inc1usive . - O .  E. 
of trains at the present t ime.  Between 
Port J e�vis and Narrowsburg the re­
markable run of thirty-four miles was  
made in thirty-five minutes .  The two 
sections ,  j ust before they reached Dun­
kirk, were made into one .  

On the arrival of the excursion party 
at Dunkirk - i t  was  welcomed by every 
exhibition of j oy that could be manifest­
ed by the people assembled. Salutes ,  
processions , barbecues , banquets and 
fireworks ; a great bonfire illumined the 
night, the harbor was fill ed with ship­
ping, flags and bunting were everywhere 
displayed. Among the disting-uished 
speakers was Webster ,  Douglafs, Sew­
ard, Crittenden and Fillmore-never 
ha s there been such an assemblage of 
distingu i shed men outside of the N a­
tional Capital since the government was 
formed.*  

A great wooden plow adorned the ex­
treme end of the railroad track pointing 
westward, emblematical of the advance 
that agriculture , civilizat ion and empire 
wa s making towards the s etting sun. 
Dodsworth's  Coronet Band, the most 
famous of the time in the United States ,  
enlivened the  day, and at evening from 
the balcony o f the Loder House the 
strains of a violin by some master hand, 
fell sweet and clear upon the night air . 
To those  assembled at D unkirk the 
event was one of extraordinary interest 
and every incident of  the day was treas­
ured in the ITiemory. The citizens of 
Chautauqua County were quite as wel l  
informed as those  in other parts of the 
state , but were i solated a long distance 
from railroads and the cities of the east .  
They had never witnessed an exhibi­
tion of this kind. The greater number 
had never l istened to an orator of na­
tional reputation, or even seen a loco­
motive or railroad car. The presence 
of so many di"stinguished personages ,  
such a grand display, spiced with a 
flavor of the great metropolis of the 
es and of t h e  interesting ceremonies of t h e  d a y  I have 
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east, and with all the airs of the east 
impressed our unsophisticated western 
citizens ,  as  a youth ,would be the first 
time he visits a theater, or  a child while 
listening to a tale from the Arabian 
Nights . 

The Irish and Germans .-From an 
obscure village struggling against ad­
versity, Dunkirk had now suddenly be­
come a cosmopolitan town of great ex­
pectations.  Soon after the road was 
completed the population of the place 
greatly increased, and consisted of peo­
ple of many nationalities . The Irish­
men were the first upon the ground. 
They may be said to have brought the 
railroad with them, for it was  chiefly by 
their labor that it  was built to Dunkirk 
They were closely followed by the Ger­
mans.  The Irish and German s were 
not only strangers to each other, but 
strangers in a strange land. The great 
maj ority o f them were . poor and the 
structures that they reared at first for 
the dwellings were cheap and clumsy, 
consequently ,  the streets , architecture 

. and surroundings of Dunkirk for many 
years were uninviting. As the greater 
part o f  the population were emigrants 
they seemed to give little promise for 
the future . Time , however, has proved 
that they were a substantial people . 
Among them and their descendants 
have been many worthy and intelligent. 
citizens . Some are among the most re­
liable and enterprising in Dunkirk and 
none are more devoted to its interests . 
These  people , so poor in the beginning, 
steadily saved their earnings until a 
la rge portion of them became the own­
ers of their dwelling houses and places 
of business ,  and consequently no place 
in the county and but few places any­
where,  are now based upon a more solid 
foundation than i s  Dunkirk. 

Irish Catholics .-Dunkirk until 1 850 
was distinctly a Protestant town. The 
Protestant clergymen,  Revs. Timothy 
Stillman, Joy Handy and Charles L. 
Hequembourg,  were,  during the early 
years o f  Dunkirk,  among its most  in­
fluential citizens .  Of the emigrants who 
came to Dunkirk during the building 
of  the railroad very many were Catho­
lics .  Prior to 1 85 1  there had been no 
resident Catholic priests and no Catho­
lic Church in the county. Rt. Rev. 
John Timon,  Bishop of B uffalo ,  was the 
first to visit the few scattered ·Cath­
olic families  in Chautauqua County. 
When their numbers were sufficiently 
increased the Bishop sent them a mis­
sionary priest  who would gather around 
him the Catholics in some farm house 
and hold religious services .  In  1 85 1  
Rev. W .  Lannon purchased a small 
frame building for divine services .  
Upon the opening of the Erie Rail­
road the Kreat influx of  Catholics 
to Dunkirk rendered it  necessary to 
have increased facil it ies for worship .  
In July, 1 852, a s i te  was chosen for a 
church, the corner stone of which was' 
laid by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Timon. The 
church was opened for givine service 
March 1 7, 1 854, and in November it  was 

. dedicated by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Young 
of Erie ,  Pennsylvania. The building 
was of  brick, large and spacious , the 
architectural design gothic. Its first 
pastor was the Rev. Peter Colgan  who 
for nine years ministered to the wants 
of  the congregation,  identifying himself 
with it  in all its spiritual and temporial 
prosperity. In 1 8 58 the Sisters of St. 
Joseph were brought to Dunkirk by 
Rev. Father Colgan to take charge of 
St .  Mary's school  and orphanage,  and 
May 26, 1 86 1 ,  the monastery of St .  

. Mary's was established. 
German Catholics .-Many German 

Catholics came to Dunkirk with the 
building of the Erie Road. They at first 
worshipped with St. Mary's  congrega­
tion .. In  1 857 ,  they organized a society 
and built "St .  George 's ," a framed 
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church. A separate parish was formed 
in 1 874 when Father Kolb took charge 
and the church of the "Sacred Heart" 
was built at a cost of  twenty thousand 
dollars .  George Dotterwich, long a 
l eading German citizen o f  Dunkirk, as­
sisted l iberally in the building of these 
churches .  

Polish Catholics .  - No Polanders , 
Italians , or  Swedes ,  carne to Dunkirk 
with the building of  the Erie Railroad. 
In 1 8.5 5  there were but twenty-one Poles 
in the County of  Chautauqua. Later 
they began to come in considerable 
numbers .  In  1 875 there were eighty­
five Polish famil ies  in Dunkirk. Among 
the early prominent Polanders that 
came were Theodore Weiss , Lawrence 
Schelling, Thomas Boratka, Leopold 
Smoczynski, Valentine Insiorski and 
Ignatz Spyre. In 1 875 ,  St. Hyacinth' s  
Roman Catholic Church was  erected by 
the Poles at a cost of ten thousand dol- '
lars .  Among its founders was Theo­
dore Weis s  and Rev. Father Carl Lauz, 
an early pastor.  Dunkirk had scarcely 
an Italian resident prior to its incorpor­
ation as  a city in 1 880.* 

Episcopalians.-The opcning of  the 
Erie Railroad practical ly introduced the 
Catholic religion into Chautauqua 
County and Dunkirk thereafter became 
the principal home of  the people of  that 
faith. Not all ,  however, who came with 
the opening of  the road were Catholics .  
An Episcopal Society was organized in 
1 850 by the Rev.  Charles  Avery and two 
years later the old church building was 
erected. Succeeding Rev. Avery came 
Revs. Edson, Costello ,  Kidder, Cham­
plin ,  Raikes and Harris .  In r 867 a 
lot  was purchased on the corner of  
EiJ.gle and Fourth streets and the pres­
ent church erected at a cost of  twelve 
thousand dollars. The new church was 
erected under the ministrations of  Rev. 
P. P. Kidder. 

German Protestants.-St. J olm's Ger-
*Further in formation respecting the Poles, Italians a n
man Evangelical Church was organized 
in 1 856 by Rev. Voight of Buffalo.  
Their church building was erected two 
years . later .  The first pastor was  Rev.  
Strauss .  The Zion Evangelical Associ­
ation was organized in 1 865 ' with nine 
members by Rev. J .  J. B ernhardt , i ts  
first pastor. A church edifice was erect­
ed that year. 

Steamboat and Railroad Business .­
Before the months in which occurred 
the great railroad celebration was  over 
the New York and Erie Railroad com­
menced running five passenger trains 
from Dunkirk to New York daily ; three 
were first class and two were second 
c lass  trains .  The fare to New York by 
the former was eight dollars , by the 
latter five dollars .  The gauge of  the 
road was origmally six feet which was 
supposed at the time to give an advan­
tage over a narrow gauge in  the ship­
ment o f  freight. Particular attention 
was given to the transportation of  stock. 
The fine steamers Niagara, Queen City 
and Detroit commenced to navigate 
Lake Erie in  connection with the rail­
road to Cleveland, Toledo and Detroit .  
The fare for a passage to the latter place 
was four dollars. The arrival and de­
parture o f  these  large boats and of oth­
ers of less importance gave the harbor 
a maritime appearance that it  has never 
since equalled. 

Lake Shore and Michigan Southern 
Railroad.-Within a year after  the New 
York and Erie  Railroad was compl eted 
to Dunkirk another important railroad 
was in operation which gave increased 
'importance to the place as  a railroad 
town. The Buffalo and Erie Railroad  
Company was  organized  as  early a s  
April 1 4, 1 832. The route was  surveyed 
and located nearly all the way to the 
state l ine,  but a s  work was not com­
menced upon it  within four years as  re,. 
quired by its charter the enterpris e  
failed. This attemp): to build a road 
d  
'Swedes I have gh'en in Vol . I, pages aJ2 to 316.-0. E. 
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along the shore of  Lake Erie was fol­
lowed by the incorporation of the 
Buffalo and State Line Railroad Com­
pany, June 6, 1 849. The road was 
in a great measure originated  by 
the enterprise _ of the people of

' 
Fre­

donia and a large portion of its stock 
subscribed by them. It was at first lo­
cated through that village and consid­
erable gradin g  was done on that route, 
but it  was at last decided by the direc­
tors to build the road by the way of  
Dunkirk. On the 1 st of  January, 1 852 ,  
this  road was opened from the state 
l ine o f  Pennsylvania to Dunkirk, and 
on the 25th of  February to Buffalo ,  with 
a gauge of four feet , e ight and one-half 
inches .  The railroad that at this time 
wa s being built from Ohio to meet this 
road was being laid with a four foot 
ten inch gauge. This led to a strife for 
the point where the gauge of the road s  
shou ld  change. The people of Erie 
made a strong effort to have the six-foot 
gauge extended to Erie .  As it would 
involve a reshipment of freight it  was 
thought that the point where the gauge 
should change would be of great busi­
ness importance. The struggle  resulted 
in what was called the "Harbor Creek 
War" and the tearing up of five or six 
miles of track in that town in Erie Coun­
ty, Pennsylvania, by a mob. The war 
ended, however,without bloodshed. The 
road being completed from Buffalo to 
Erie no longer was the traveller obliged  
to j ourney along the  sandy beech of the 
l a ke ,  or plod through the "Four Mil" 
Wood" or the "'Cattaraugus Swamp" to 
reach Chautauqua County from the east . 
By the subsequent consolidation s of the 
various roads between Buffalo and Chi­
cago the Buffalo 2nd State Line Rail­
road finally became a part of the Lake 
Shore and Michigan Southern Railway. 
From the first the business of  this road 
was extraordinary. It  soon outstripped 
the Erie Road in importance and i s  
now among the  leading railways III 

America. 
Withdrawal of  the Steamboats.-Af­

ter other branch�s of  the Erie  Road 
were completed the line of  the road 
to Dunkirk became of  rriinor import­
ance and the Erie l ine of lake steamers 
was withdrawn which reduced the con­
sequence of Dunkirk as  a lake port. 

The Camps and Garibaldi.-Dunkirk 
before the Erie Road was built was of 
small importance compared with J ames­
town, Fredonia or  Westfield. It now 
began to take a leading place in busi­
ness and in the public affairs of the 
county. Among the earl iest  industrie s  
that came to D unkirk was candle-mak­
ing. The brothers , Wilson and Harmon 
Camp, long residents o f  the Town of 
Charlotte had  established a smal l  man­
ufactory of mould candles at Sinclair­
vil le .  About 1 848, they removed to 
Dunkirk, bui lt  a larger factory and en­
gaged more extensively in candle mak­
ing. An interesting circumstance oc­
curred in connection with their busi­
ness well known at the time. They had 
invented a method for the manufactur­
ing of candles, for which they obtain ed 
a patent, when the candle was drawn 
out of  the mould it would draw after 
it into the mould the wick ready to re­
ceive the melted tallow, by which the 
manufacture o f  candles  was much short­
ened and cheapened.  At this time the 
i l lustrious Ita lian patriot Garibaldi had 
been banished from Italy. H e  came 
to N ew York where he was tendered a 
public reception which he declined .  
During his stay in America in order to 
earn his  own living, with a true nobility 
of character, he engaged for a while 
in the manufacture of soap and candles  
on Staten Is land. It i s  sa id  that' hear­
ing of the Camps improvement he came 
to Dunkirk to negotiate with them for 
t he purchase  of their patent. While in 
Dunkirk he was entertained over night 
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by Harmon Camp at his house which at
the time was one of  the most important
residences of  the village , now the dwel­
ling house o f  Charles  F. White, l I 5 Elm
Street.  Garibaldi i s  said to have been
pleased with the Camps' improvement
for making candles ,  but no agreement
was consumated for its purchase .  (See
further Vol . I ,  page 1 89.) Wilson Camp
afterwards lost  his l ife by an exploston
that occurred in his candle factory. 

New Industries and New Residents .­
Otis Stillman founded the fire insurance
business in 1 850. He was succeeded by
Samuel Gifford in 1 854. Photography
was commenced by O .  Monroe in 1 852.
The Basket Machine Company was or­
ganized  by Thomas Flesher in 1 861  and
other industries were e stablished. 

As soon as the Erie Railroad was
completed there came the founders of
many wellknown famil ies  of Dunkirk,
among them the Nagle brothers. Sev­
eral of  them distinguished as mechan­
ics of the first order. During the Civil
'vVar they were bridge builders in the
government service .  Gustavus W. or­
ganized and superintended the railroad
bridge building department. There
came the Zimmermans,  Louis Hyle and
later Charles  Weidman, Charles  Ehel-
ers ,  George Phillipbar, George Dotter­
wich, Wyman, C.  E. Koch, Emiel Rel­
ler and other Germans.  John Lunt
came in 1 850 and not long after him 
Michael McDonough, Daniel Toomey,
John Madigan, John W. O'Brien, Thom­
as Kane, Richard and Pete.r Mulhol­
land, Michael O 'Donnell .  In 1 850 came 
Arthur Lascells , John Hillard and after­
wards S. D .  Caldwell , William T. Cole­
man, John BandiriaUl and Albert Cobb, 
Langley Fullager in 1 854 and Richard 
L. Cary in 1 856. 

Those  able lawyers and well known 
citizens ,  Charles  H.  S .  Will iams, Ly­
sander Brown, Ernest Mullett, C. D. 
Murry, Francis S. Edwards , W. W. 
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Holt, came during these  and someo of 
them in even earlier years, as  did also 
those  distinguished physicians Ezra 
Williams ,  Dr.  Samuel T. Smith, H .  M. 
T. Smith and Matteson, Dr.  H enry A. 
Rogers ,  distinguished for his scientific 
investigations and for his original views 
of  ' matter and the laws which ' govern 
it ,  came to Dunkirk in 1 852 .  Thos� 
prominent citizens,  Dr.  Julien T. \Nil­
liams ,  William Bookstaver, S .  M. New­
ton, Walter Finkle ,  Byron Clark, John 
Beggs, Lee L. Hyde, Richard and Peter 
Mulholland, M. J. O 'Donald, J .  C. Ha'g­
gett , Charles  E. Hequembourg and D .  
F .  Toomey belong to a later period in  
the  history of  Dunki rk. 

Singerbunds and Singerfests .-Prev> 
ious to the completion of the Erie Road 
music in Dunkirk as in most American 
communities had been rudely cultivat­
ed. The Germans of  the place although 
plain and generally poor, were a law­
abiding people with civilized tastes and 
refined tendencies .  In I 856 th�y or­
ganized the Singerbund, and made it a 
permanent institution ,  where for -many 
years music was cu ltivated in a scienti­
fic way. The society was named the 
Dunkirk Germania Verein. Its obj ect 
was the advancement and cu ltivation of 
song and social intercourse .  Singer­
fests were held by this with other so­
cieties in Dunkirk, Buffalo , Cleveland, 
Erie and. other important places .  The 
society continued its existence long af­
ter Dunkirk was incorporated as  a city 
in 1 880. Ten years later a number of  
citizens o f  Dunkirk most skilled  in mu­
sic organized the Dunkirk Choral Un­
ion the effect of  which was to develop 
from them the musical talent o f  Dun� 
kirk. 

THE ARMORY.  
In 1 858, the armory now used as  the 

city hall was built by the state and the 
next year dedicated. 
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THE TOWN OF DUNK I RK .  

In 1 859, the town of  Dunkirk was 
formed from Pomfret. Prior to its or­
ganization as  a new town there had 
been no town meetings held in that vil­
lage, notwithstanding efforts had been 
made to have them. Seldom it was that 
a Supervisor was selected from that part 
of Pomfret. These and other circum­
stances contributed to produce un­
friendliness and j ealousy between the 
villages of Fredonia and Dunkirk, long 
manifested and in  many ways .  The 
Fredonians were charged by the Dun­
kirk peopl e with being puritanical and 
straight laced. The people of Dunkirk 
were free and easy ; they were inclined 
to hold sumptuary laws in disdain and 
were ' not very particular in the observ­
ance of Sunday ordinances.  Indeed 
Fredonians averred that the whole pop­
ulation of Dunkirk had been seen out 
fishing upon the breakwater on Sunday, 
a statement to be  taken probably with 
some grains  o f  allowance .  The strained 
relations that existed between the adult 
population of  the two vil lages took a 
more strenuous phase when the boys 
of one town happened to meet those  
of the  other. The contest that Dunkirk 
annually made for the town meetings 
and finally the building of a fence 
around the Dunkirk burial ground at 
an expense to the Town of  Pomfret that 
Fredonia thought to be extravagant, 
caused that village to render a disgust­
ed assent, and Dunkirk was set off a s  
a new town o r  rather was "got rid" o f  in 
that way. The lack of cordiality be­
tween the two villages ,  as soon as Dun­
kirk was organized as  a separate mu­
nicipality ,  began to disappear and a bet­
ter feeling to grow up, which has stead­
ily improved to the present time. 

Dunkirk in the Civil War.-In 1 861  
came the  Civil War. Dunkirk was 
among the first localities in Chautauqua 
County to be seriously admonished of 
its coming. February 1 6, 1 86 1 , the 
train which bore Abraham Lincoln on 
his way to the Capitol for inauguration  
stopped at D unkirk and Lincoln from 
his car which haulted west of the Erie 
Depot and j ust  east of  the center of 
Lion street, made a short speech to 
those gathered there in which he im­
pressively referred to the gathering 
storm about to burst upon the country. 
Dunkirk may also be said to have been 
a witness to the last  great tragedy of  
the war when the body of  Lincoln was 
being bourn to its final resting place 
after his assassination. As the train 
paused at Dunkirk at midnight of the 
27th and 28th of  April ,  1 865 ,  for a mo­
ment to receive a solemn reception 
amidst the firing of  minute guns ,  dirges 
of music,  tolling of  bells and in  the l ight 
of funeral torches ,  a deep and lasting 
impression wa s made upon the people 
there assembled. These impressive in­
cidents , the great railroad celebration 
and the debarkation o f  Lafayette at the 
Harbor of Dunkirk in 1 825 ,  are the 
most important historic events in the 
annals of  Dunkirk. 

Dunkirk was not only the first towri 
in the county to be awakened to the 
great danger that threatened the coun­
try, but the first to take action in sup­
port of the . government. Companies 
I 'D"  d "E" f h S d . an 0 t e eventy-secon 
N ew York Regiment of  the Excelsior 
Brigade, the first organized in the coun­
ty, were raised in Dunkirk, sent for­
ward and on the 20th of June , 1 86 1 , 
mustered into service. Less than two 
months after the first call for troops, 
Company B ,  Captain James M. Brown, 
from Jamestown, was mustered in and 
j oined the .  same regiment a day later .  
Captain Patrick Barrett of  -Company E 
was the first man to enlist in Dunkirk 
and one of  the first soldiers of the coun­
ty to fall in battle .  He was mortally 
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wounded at Williamsburgh. vVilliam 
O.  Stevens ,  Captain of  Company D ,  
afterwards became the Colonel of  this 
regiment and was kil led at ChanceIlors­
ville. In the fall Company H also from 
Dunkirk, Captain Stephen H.  Doyle,  
was mustered in and j oined the same 
regiment .  He was kil led in the Battle 
before Richmond. Many other gallant 
officers and men of the three Dunkirk 
companies fell in the battles of the war. 
C E N T R A L  A V E N UE-D U N K IR K .  
In other regiments and in other 
branches of the service were many o f  
its citizens found. The  Irish,  the  Ger­
mans and the Catholics of  Dunkirk con­
tributed quite their full  share to the 
ranks of the army and suffered quite 
their ful l share of  it s losses  in battle . 

During all the four years of war Dun­
kirk was the center of military action 
in this Congress ional District ; from 
there the troops took their departure 
to the seat of war. Through Dunkirk 
they were constantly passing to the 
scene of  strife , or  returning perhaps 
wounded from the field o f  battle.  Here 
was the Provo-martial headquarters,  
and here all the drafts for the Congres­
sional District were conducted. The 
State Armory and Arsenal, now the 
City Hall , was the rallying point of  the 
volunteers departing for the front and 
the place where some o f  the dead heroes 
of  the war lay.  
Conclusion.--The early history of 
Dunkirk closes with the completion o f  
the  Erie Road to Lake Erie .  The  great 
railroad celebration commemorating 
thi s event marks the beginning of  a new 
era in the chronicles of the town as dis­
tinctly as a mile stone marks the way. 
Before that event its inhabitants were 
nearly all of New England extraction ,  
having pursuits and characteri stics no 
different from the residents o f  other 
towns and settlements in  the county. 
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With the construction of the Erie Rail­
road came another class  of  citizens ,  a 

large influx of a foreign born people 
of various nationalit ies and of differing 
languages .  Poor and industrious ,  they 
came with the legitimate purpose  of 
earning their bread and supporting their 
families by the labor of the hands and 
the sweat of the brow. The experi­
ences of history and the result in this 
instance proves ,  that with opportunities 
such as our country affords from a ple­
beian ancestry like this springs enter-
W A S H I N G T O N  PA H K-lJ U N K I H K .  
prising, intelligent and  substantial com­
muni ties-ci tizens sure to understand 
and value our free institutions . 

We have continued our sketch of  
Dunkirk beyond its earliest annals and 
until after the new order of things in­
augurated by the Erie Railroad was 
fairly established.  This result may be 
said to have been consumated at the 
close of the Civil War. Not sixty years 
before that time Timothy and Luther 
Goulding and Solomon Chadwick had 
built their cabins by the bay-a sail less 
lake stretched wide one side and a dense 
forest as far on the other. Deer snuffed 
the breezes o f  the lake at Point Gratiot 
and found a safe retreat in the tangled 
thickets of Crooked Brook. The pro­
gress  of the place since then has been 
at t imes slow and irregular, but towns 
of a rapid growth have often a fleeting 
prosperity. Dunkirk has experienced 
many adversities  and has survived them 
all. Her good harbor, superior railroad 
facilit ies and important manufactur­
ing industries are destined to establish 
here a permanent and busy town. B e-
sides these substantial  advantages Dun­
kirk has  the essentials of a handsome 
and attractive city. vVhen the rough­
ness of  early surroundings and other 
crudities shall have been smoothed away 
the natural beauties o f  her situation will 
appear. A gently un dilating country, 
gradually rising from the shore of  a 
crescent bay, a town with public edi­
fices and church spires rfs ing in the 
midst ; cultivated fields around and the 
distant Arkwright hi l ls  as a back ground 
constitute the elements o f  a pleasing 
landscape. 
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From the headlands that flank the 
bay we have another view. Here the 
great lake seems as limitless as the sea 
itself ,  and i s as subl ime in storm or 
calm.  The breakers thunder against the 
rocky sides of  Point  Gratiot as grandly 
as the surf beats on the ocean shore. 
In the clear atmosphere of this latitude 
the western sun descends into Lake 
Erie with even greater splendor than 
it sinks into the ocean wave. An En­
glishman, used to the fogs of  his native 
island, may be pardoned for thinking 
nothing more beautiful than an It alia n­
sunset,  for he has never seen the sun 
quench its fires and close the day from 
Point Gratiot . 

Waiter Smith, one of the . donors of  
the park at Point  Gratiot, caused fifty 
bushels of hickory nuts to be planted 
there from which have sprung a handy 
C I T Y HAL L-D
growth of  deep rooted timber ,  calculat­
ed to withstand the powerful breezes of 
Lake Erie. Hickoryhurst will always 
be a reminder of hi s considerate and un­
selfish care, ,to all who seek its restful 
shades .  No monument could be reared 
upon this appropriate and beautiful spot 
that would as effectually perpetuate the 
memory of his public service, as this 
that he himself has reared. . . 

The pride of the people o ff Dunkirk 
in Hickoryhurst and Washington Park, 
the public spirit they evince in their 
schools , their library and their publ ic  
charities , promise that, notwithstanding 
her early adversities  and short comings, 
Dunkirk sometime will outstrip her an­
cient rivals and become one of  the most 
beautiful and cultivated cities of the 
lake. 
UNKiRK . 



T H E  B R O O KS L O C O M O TIV E WO R KS.  
B Y  MARSHALL L .  H INMAN. 

FI R S T  L O U O J}l O T l  V j,: M A. D E  AT T il E  
B R O O K S  L O C O �I O T I V E  W O R K S .  
The Brooks Locomotive Works of 
Dunkirk, Chautauqua County, State of 
New York, was incorporated under the 
General Manufacturing Laws of said 
state, November I I, 1 869. The articles  
of  incorporation, which were filed in  
the office of  the Secretary of State ,  spec­
ified, among other detail s ,  "That the 
number of Trustees  who are to manage 
the affairs of said company, is  five, and 
the names of the persons who are to act 
as such Trustees during the first year 
are : Horatio G. Brooks,  Marshall L. 
Hinman, William O.  Chapin , M.  R.  
Simons and John H .  Bacon, J r ."  "That 
the operations of said company are to 
be carried on in the Town of Dunkirk , 
County of Chautauqua, State of New 
York." This certificate was filed in the 
office of the Secretary of State at Al­
bany on the 1 2th day of November, 
1 869. Of  the above named Trustees ,  
who were the incorporators,  Horatio G.  
Brooks was a resident of Dunkirk, New 
York, and Marshall L. Hinman, Wil­
liam O.  Chapin, M.  R. Simons and John 
H. Bacon, J r. , were residents of the City 
of New York. 

The real estate and buildings which 
the corporation acquired were obtained 
from Horatio G. Brooks ,  who, under 
date of October 29,  1 869, leased for a 
term of ten years from the Erie Rail­
way Company the above mentioned 
property, known as the Dunkirk Shops, 
where the railway company had con­
structed a few new locomotives and 
freight cars, as well as repairing same. 
At a subsequent meeting of the Trus­
tees of  the Brooks Locomotive Works 
held in the City of New York on Satur-
day,  November 1 3 , r 869, Mr. Brooks 
was elected President and Superintend­
ent of of the works ,  and Marshall L. 
Hinman,  Secretary and Treasurer. 

The initial, or first ,  order for locomo­
tives was from the Erie Railway Com­
pany, such order being for twenty-five 
eight wheel type of engine, six foot 
gauge, which was the standard gauge 
of the Erie Railway at that t ime,  and 
the order to be  completed at the rate 
of two engines  per month. 

During the fi"rst month one locomo­
tive was completed and al s o  one during 
the month of December. Twenty-seven 
locomotives were completed during the 
first twelve months.  

In the calendar year ending D ecem­
ber 3 1 ,  1 87 1 , we had completed forty­
five ; and for a like period, ending with 
December,  1 872 , we had completed 
seventy-three,  which brought our aver­
age up to six locomotives per month. 
The great financial panic which com­
menced September IS , 1 873, seriously 
affected,  not only the manufacturing in­
dustries ,  but the financial condition of 
the entire country, reducing the volume 
of our business  to such an extent that 
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during the year of 1 874 but six locomo­
tives were completed, and in 1 875 only 
twenty-two. 

The Centennial Exposition held in 
Philadelphia in 1 876 stimulated all in­
dustries ,  and the output of the Brooks 
Locomotive Works during that year in­
creased to forty-seven engines but the 
stimulus of the Centennial having ex­
hausted itself ,  depress ion followed ,  so 
that during the calendar year of 1 877 
only seventeen locomotives were com­
pleted,  and but thirty-two were finished 
during the year 1 878. The latter part of 
the year 1 879, six years after the financial 
V I E W O F  T H E  ll H o. O K S  L O C O M O T I V E  W O H K S  IN 1 8 7 7 .  
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panic  of 1 873,  there were marked signs
of permanent recovery from the great
depression and during that year forty­
four locomotives were conipleted. Dur­
ing these years of depression contracts
were taken for locomotives ,  barely cov­
ering the cost for labor and material
in order that the works might be con­
tinued in operation and the working or­
ganization disturbed as  little as possi­
ble.  

11r. Brooks retu rned from the Pa­
cific Coast early in 1 880, where he had
been spending several months with his
family, and he was so impressed with the
situation and prospect o f . return to ac-
tive business ,  after so long a period of 
depression,  that he immediately com­
menced the construction of new build ­
ings and t he purchase of late and im­
proved machinery to meet the demands 
of new equipment.  This expenditure 
was made in direct opposition to the 
views expressed by several of our rail­
way friends and some financial men in 
the City of New York, but the wisdom 
of the course which he pursued  was 
fully demonstrated  before the end of  
twelve months ,  as the entire country 
by this t ime was again prospering and 
during the year ending December 3 1 ,  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

1 880, one hundred locomotives had
been completed in the works .  In  1 88 1
w e  i l�creased our production to  one
hundred and forty-six and in r 882 our
total  output was two hundred and three.
During one month of that year we
turned out twenty completed locomo­
tives .  

I t i s  a well e stablished fact that de­
pr;e ssion always follows a period of un­
usual activity and this condition was
real ized about July of 1 883.  So seri­
ously did it  affect the railroads and fi­
nancial centers that during the last s ix
months of that year we completed only
forty-six locomotives ; only seventy-
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three i n  1 884 ; twenty-seven i n  1 885 ; 
and eighty-seven in 1 886. From that 
tirile until t he early part of 1 893 busi­
ness through out th e country was in a 
very satisfactory condition, but the fi­
nancial disturbance which occurred in  
I h e  summer of J 893 again produced a 
stagnation c f  a ll bus iness ,  including lo­
comotive con struction ,  so  that during 
I he year J 894 but ninety locomotiveS 
were completed. This financial depres­
sion was not as serious  as the one 
which occurred in 1 873 ; the country re­
gained its normal condition more speed­
i ly ,  and, in 1 895 one hU1 ldred ninety-five 
locomotives were completed and one 
hundred du ring 1 896. From this time , 
until  the present, business has contin­
ued to increase and during the year 
190 1  three hundred an d seventeen loco­
motives were turne cl out by the Brooks 
Locomoti ve Works .  

The following table gives the total 
number of locomotives completed in 
each of the years from N ovem ber,  1 869, 
until January I ,  1 902 : 
Year. No. Loco's .  Year.  No. Loco's .  
1 869 (2 mo's)  2 1 885 27 
1 870 32 1 886 87 
1 87 1  45 1 887 1 44 
1 872 73 1 888 1 65 
1 873 68 1 889 1 1 9 
r 874 6 1 890 1 94 
1 875 22 1 89 1  226 
1 876 47 1 892 1 94 
1 877 1 7  1 893 1 97 
J 878 32 1 894 90 
r 879 44 1 895 1 25 
1 88') 1 00 1 896 1 00 
r 881  1 46 1 897 1 57 
J 882 203 1 898 225 
1 883 1 48 1 899 294 
1 884 73 1 900 3 1 7  

1 90 1  382 
No. of employe s ,  Nov. , 1 869 . . . .  376 

" May, 1 874 . . . .  1 29 
June I S , 1 90 1  . . . .  2 ,255 

" D ec. 3 1 ,  1 90 1  . . . .  2 ,6 1 3  
The amount of wages paid t o  the em­
ployes of the B rooks Locomotive 
vVorks during the past seventeen years 
is given below : 

Year.  Amount. Year.  Amount . 
, 884 ' $204,4'54 1 9  T 89 1  $ 692 ,944 �8 
J 885 1 56,953 22 r 892 694,828 48 
r 886 356,339 67 1 893 422 ,060 87 
J 887 527 ,977 I I  ;r 894 387 ,903 28 
J 888 578,036 42 r 895 493 ,65 5 09 
1 889 490,830 26 r 896 37 1 ,596 04 
1 890 7 1 7 ,547 07 1 897 743 , 57 1  33 

1 898 934,895 72 
1 899 1 ,204,039 60 
1 900 1 ,353 ,968 85 
1 90 1  1 ,386,636 1 6  

A comparison o f  the size of locomo­
tive s completed in 1 89 1  and 1 899 pre­
sents some interesting features , par­
ticularly showing the marked tendency 
on the  part of railway companies for 
heavier locomotives .  The average 
weight of  each locomotive completed in 
1 89 1  was on e hundred and eighty-four 
thousand, six hundred and twenty-nine 
pounds ; the average of the same in 
J 899 was two hundred seventy thous­
and, four hundred twelve pounds ; the 
average increase  therefore being eighty­
five thousand, seven hundred eighty­
three pounds , or forty-two and one-half 
tons per engine .  

It i s  eminently proper in writing up 
this history that record should be made 



456 CENTENNIA L HISTORY OF CHAUTAUQUA COtlNTY. 

 
 
 

 
 

of  the several officials who held import-
ant positions in the organization. 

In June ,  J 88S , Mr. Brooks relin­
quished the office of Superintendent and
J. H.  Setchel was elected to the posi­
tion , which office he held until Au�ust
I ,  1 888. Mr. B rooks  continued as Pres­
ident of the works until h is  death, which
occurred at his home in Dunkirk April
20, 1 887. On the afternoon of April
1 9  he was stricken with apoplexy, re­
maining in an unconsciou s condition , 
excepting at brief intervals ,  until his
death, which occurred about one o'clock
next afternoon. By his dea th  was lost 
to the world as  noble and honorable a 
man as ever lived. 

At a meeting of the Trustees of the 
Brooks Locomotive Works held at their 
office in Dunkirk, New York, June 9, 
1 887, the following resolution was 
passed and directed to be inscribed on 
the minutes : 

"The c ommittee to whom was en­
trusted the preparation of an expres­
sion of  the sentiments of this Board 
relative to the death of our late Presi­
dent ,  Horati<;> G. Brooks, the founder 
of these works, beg leave to report as 
follows, : 

"vVe can add nothing to the well 
earned fame of this man , for his life 
de'eds are an open book,  as a t ale that 
i s  told and cannot be forgotten by those 
of us  who survive him and will be an 
imperishable inheritance to those  who 
shall follow, but, it is a ltogether fitting 
that we, his late associates ,  should not 
only in accordance wfth a time honored 
custom, but acting on the dictates of 
our hearts and prompted by our love 
for his memory, place on record our 
highest estimate of the masterly mind, 
grand character and philanthropic life 
of our late President and friend. There 
remains to his memory the monument 
of his works ,  and to those to whom he 
was ever loyal in life is bequeathed the 
. 

 

 

paramount duty of proving our loyalty 
to him dead by united and harmonious  
efforts, to not  only maintain the  pres­
ent high character and reputation of 
these works ,  but,  acting under the in­
spiration of his well known wishes in 
connection with the same, place them ,  
i f  possible, i n  still higher repute, and 
make them the leader in locomotive 
building of this country that the me­
chanical fame of their  founder may be 
thus continued and increased. 

(Signed) M. L. Hinman, 
R. J .  Gross ,  

Committee ."  
Mr. Brooks was succeeded as  Presi­

dent by his son-in-law, Edward Nich­
ol s ,  who, after four and one-half years 
of s ervice ,  died January 7, 1 892, after 
a brief illness  of pneumonia. We can­
not better record his ability as President 
of the works than to give a copy of the 
resolutions passed by the Board o f  
Trustees a t  their meeting held Febru­
ary 1 3 , 1 892 : 

"The Board of Trustees desires to 
put upon its record a tribute to the 
memory of  their late associate and Pres­
ident of the Brooks Locomotive Works ,  
Edward Nichols ,  who died in Dunkirk 
on the 7th day of January last. 

"Mr. Nichols became connected with 
the company as Trustee May 3 1 ,  1 887, 
and on June 9 of the same year was 
elected President to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of the founder of 
these works ,  Horatio G. Brooks .  

"Mr. Nichols at once acquainted him­
self with the plans of his predecessor ,  
and,  while exercising a general super­
vision over al l departments of the works ,  
hi s special training led him to devote 
his time and energies particularly to 
the important work of the maintenance,  
operation and increase of  the plant, a 
work tor which he was peculiarly adaot­
ed. 

"He was a man of indefatigable ener-
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gy and untiring industry, working early 
and late, and on the work accomplished 
during the four and one-hal f years that 
he had charge of the works he has left 
the impression of the master hand. 
Affable and easily approached, yet he 
had strong convictions  and fixity of 
purpose .  

"In the death of Mr.  Nichols we feel  
that the support of a strong arm has 
been removed. 

"Vv e would also add to this record our 
appreciaition of his efforts  as a member 
of the City Council and the Young 
Men's Association .  To the important 
public improvements now under way 
his time was freely given and the as­
sistance he rendered was invaluable .  

"Dying at the early age of forty�one 
years, in the prime of his manhood, 
his loss to these  works and to the city 
is to be greatly deplored. We believe, 
however, that the influence he exerted 
will be long felt and that his spirit will 
live in the young men, upon whom will 
devolve the work tha t he has laid 
aside. " 

At the time Mr.  Nichols was elected 
President in June, r 897. a new office of 
Vice President was created and Mar­
shall L. Hinman wa s chosen to fill the 
same, continuing also the duties ot  
Treasurer. 

Mr. Hinman resigned the office of 
Vice President February 1 3 , 1 892 and 
was elected President to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of Edward Nichols ,  
which office he continued to hold until 
December 9, 1 896, when Frederick H. 
Stevens was made President and Feb­
ruary 1 3 ,  1 892, Robert J. Gross was 
elected to the position of Vice President, 
made vacant by the advancement of 
Mr. Hinman to the Presidency. Mr. 
Gross ,  prior to such promotion, had 
been connected with the works since 
1882 in the capacity of agent, devoting 
most of his time to travel among the 
railways of the country. A due amount 
of  credit should be accorded to him for 
the zeal and fidelity which he displayed 
in this capacity. In recognition of his 
ability he was,  in June , 1 90 1 ,  elected 
Second Vice President of the American 
Locomotive Company and placed in 
charge of the B rooks Works at Dun­
kirk, New York. 

Frederick H .  Stevens  entered the 
works in  February, 1 892, shortly after 
the death of  his brother-in-law, Edward 
Nichols ,  occupying the position of As­
sistant to the President. He was elect­
ed a Trustee of the works December 
1 3 , 1 893, and Presidellt December 9 ,  
1 896, which position he fil led with 
marked ability. 

Mrs. Julia A.  Broo ks,  wife of the 
founder of the works,  died November 
5 ,  1 896, and at a meeting of the Trus­
tees held December 9, 1 896, the follow­
ing memorial was read and inscribed 
upon the minutes : 

"The Board 'Of Trustees desires to 
place upon its  records a tribute to the 
memory of t h eir late associate,  Mrs .  
Jul ia A.  Brooks ,  who died November 
5, 1 896. 

"Mrs .  Brooks became a member of 
this B oard on the 1 3th day 'Of February, 
1 892, to fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of Edward Nichols ,  and from this 
time until her sickness ,  tO'ok an active 
interest in the proceedillgs 'Of our meet­
ings and in the development and pro­
gres s  of  the works which her husband 
had given the best years of  his life to 
establish. 

"Those of us  who were fortunate 
in enj oying close relations with her, 
have sustained a great loss in being de­
prived of the wise counsel of a most 
intelligent and well developed mind. In 
an uncommon degree in a woman, she 
possessed that qualification of  being 
able to compf'ehend business conditions 
and her decisions on important questions 
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were of much value.  Her consideration 
for the officers and co-workers of the 

locomotive works, her charity for those 
of the employes who were unfortunate­
ly injured,  her hospitality and elevated 
spirit of womanhood,  made her life es­
pecially attractive and useful an d en­
deared her to a large circle of  friends 
and admirers to whom her passing away 
has cau sed profound sorrow. " 

At the time of  the organization of 
t he works in 1 8 69 David Ru ssell  wa s a 
foreman and continued in that capacity 
for several years ,  being promoted for 
meritorious service January I ,  1 877, to 
Assistant Superintendent ; elected Feb­
ruary I ,  1 890 , to Superintendent, and 
on J ttly I ,  1 898, to General Superintend­
ent. Due amount of nedit should be 
given ,this worthy man for his zeal in 
behalf of the great in dustry which he 
has so ably assisted in establishing in 
this city. 

Theodore M. Hequembottrg entered 
the employ of the works at the time 
of the organization in November, 1 869, 

as Time-keepe r ; was made Cashier N 0 -

vember ,  1 870 ; was elected Secretary 
.T une 9, 1 887, w� ich office he  has filled 
with ability and holds  at the present 
time. 

Harry Tandy entered the employ of  
the Brooks Locomotive Works July I ,  

1 886, a s  Chief  D raughtsman and re­
signed November 26, 1 889, to accept a 
position as M echanical Superintendent 
of  the New York, Ontario & Western 
Railway. He returned to the works 
February I ,  1 890, and filled the posi­
tion of  Assistant Superintendent in a 
very acceptable manner. He again re­
signed August I ,  1 898, to become Su­
perintendent of the  Canadian Locomo­

tive Works, Kingston,  Ontario. 

Charles J .  Carney, employed at the 
present time as Engineer of Machinery 

of the B rooks VV orks of the American 
Locomotive Company , entered the ser-
vIce of the Brooks Locomotive Works 

July 5, 1 872. In 1 875 was appointed 

foreman of tools  and December 1 9, 

1 90 1 , was appointed Superintendent of 

Machinery which pos ition he st i l l  holds 
in the Brooks Works.  His duty con­
sists in the maintenance of the buildings 
and machinery and designing and  erect­
in g new bui ld ings and the installation 
of new machinery ,  2 nd his long connec­
tion with the works makes him a val­
ued official of the American Locomotive 
Company. His dut ies  Cl re not confined 
entirely to i he Brooks Works but he i s  
frequently cal led in consultation and his  
advice sought in the management of the 
other works under the control of the 
American Locomotive Company. 

James McN auq,-hton,  Superintendent 
of the Brooks Works of the American 
Locomotive Company , entered the ser­
vice of the Brooks Locomotive Works 
in 1-898 , being appointed to that position 
upon the promotion of David Ru ssell 
to General Superintendent. Prior to 
1\1r.  McNaughton's engagement in the 
locomotive works he had been employed 
for nine years as Superintendent of Mo­
tive Power and Equipment of the Wis­
consin Central Railway and several 
years prior to that t ime as' Master Me­
chanic of the Northern Pacific Railway. 
The excellent mechanical results which 
are accruing to the American Locomo­
tive Company in the management of the 
Brooks Works are largely owing to his 
able management,  it having been clear­
ly demonstrated to the satisfaction of 
the owners of the American Locomotive 
Company that the Brooks Works is the 
best organized and managed shop in 
the entire Locomotive Company, re­
flecting much credit upon Mr. Mc­
Naughton, as  well as upon former own­

ers and managers.  

In the employment of labor the Brooks  
Works i s  the  fifth in siLe o f  the manu­
facturing establishments in the State of 
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N ew Y o r k ,  and the largest w e s t  of  t h e  

H u d s o n  R i v e r  e x c e p t  t w o  s h o p s  at  

Schen ectady, th� General Electric Com­

pany and the l o comotiv e works locate d  

in  t h a t  city.  

Dunkirk, New York,  O ctober,  1 902. 

I n  making- u p  the above h istory , men­

tion should have been made o f  the t ak-
E X P O S I T I O N
ing over of  the B rooks Locomotive 

Works b y  the American Locomotive 

Company as one of  i ts  i m po rtant con­

st i tuent plants .  This  occurred i n  June,  

1 90 0. T w o  years later ,  i n  1 903 , M r .  

M c :.J  aughton w a s  promoted t o  be Gen­

eral S u p e rintendent o f  both the Schen­

ectacly and t h e  B rooks Works of that 

Compan y .  
 F L Y E R .  



1 J am e s  M c I\ aughton , G e n .  �upt.  2 R o b t .  H .  G i l m o u r ,  S u p t .  3 T o h n  R .  Magarvcy
'
, Asst.  Supt.  4 E. J. Carney , E n g i n e e r  M ac h i n e r y .  5 J o h n  P l a y e r ,  M echan ical E n gi n e e r .  6 J. G. B l u n t ,  F o r e m a n  

D r a w i n g  D e p t .  7 F .  C .  Eggebrecht,  � h o p  A c c o u n t a n t .  8 J o h n  VV. H o l m e s ,  L o c a l  Cashier .  9 F .  D .  Light,  G e n .  C o r .  C l e r k .  1 0  E .  C .  H aggett, Supt.  C l e r k .  I I  H .  L .  B re c k e n b ri d g e ,  Store-k e e p e r .  

1 2  E .  A .  S c h r a d e r ,  G e n .  F o r e m a n .  13  C h a s .  Laudschoof, N i ght F o re m a n  M ac h .  S h o p .  1 4  J o h n  E .  D i x o n , Foreman C y l i n d e r  S h o p .  1 5  J o h n  W. P o rt e r ,  Foreman Tool S h o p .  16  A l b e rt R u e c k e r t ,  

Foreman Erecting S h o p .  1 7  H o race P e n tecost, F o r e m a n  B l a c k s m i t h  a n d  H am m e r  S h o p .  1 8  E .  J .  M c C a rth y ,  F o r e m a n  T a n k  � h o p  1 9  W m .  B u r n s ,  Forem�n Boiler  S h o p .  20 F .  G .  B i r d ,  Asst.  F o re­

man B oiler  S h o p .  2 1  H. A .  M atteso n ,  Fore m a n  B l d g .  C a r p e n te r s .  22 C. M .  H o e fl e r ,  Foreman P a i n t  S h o p .  23 E. A. B ra n d t ,  F o r e m a n  Tin S h o p .  24 W. S .  T h o m p so n ,  Foreman P atte!'n S h o p .  

25 J o h n  M cNeil , F o r e m a n  I ro n  Foundery,  26 W .  H .  N a m a c k ,  A s s t .  F o r e m a n  I ro n  Foundery.  27 F r e d  Alle n ,  G e n .  Y a rdmaster.  28 C .  J .  Flahaven , F o re m a n  M ac h .  R epairs .  
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The Constru ction of  the Erie Railroad 
m ercial Effects u pon the City of 

an d Its Com ­
D u n kirk .  

BY H ON. JULIEN T .  WILLIAMS.  
In t h e  early years of t h e  Nineteenth cen­

tury, when Chicago was but a h amlet, clus­

tered about Fort Dearborn and yet un­
named ; when Buffalo was but a small town 

a t  the foot of Lake Erie ; when Detroit was 
a military post nearly at the western bounds 

of civilization and summer and winter, in  

the language of  E .  H .  Mott  in his  "Between 

the Ocean and the Lakes," saw the poor 

emigrant, with his  whole household in a 

hooded wagon, which often s erved for ve­

bicle, stable and tavern, moving toilsomely 

to the dist a n t west or what was then called 

the distant west. and it was rarely more 

distant than Illinois ; when beyond the Mis­

sissippi was a land virtually unknown to 

emi grntion, Vvill iam C.  R e dfield conceived 

the ide'! of having a railroad reaching from 

the Atlantic O cean to Lake Erie.  His first 

pl � n  w a s  fo1' the rons truction of a road 

from the Hudwn River to the Mississippi ,  

b u t  th 1 t  was a project beyond the power 

of his contemporaries to gn sp the m agni­

tude of. They s a i d : "Let . us reach Lake 

Erie with our railro ad,  then other ro ads 

will come from the west to meet u s .  And 

other roads did come e astward, brought 

into existence by the adva nce of the Erie 

westward. Then as the Erie p,roject took 

form and substance, its purpose aroused the 

e'tst to action and M a s sachm etts began the 

pushing of a railroad westward to sh are 

in, if  not rule, the pro;pects b rought to 

view by the E-rie idea. Mr. Mott says that 

"if the build i n g  of the Erie Railroad had 

not been begun when it was New Yo-rk 

City and C entral New York would h ave 

been without railroads for years, for it was 

the prospective uniting of the Hudson with 
Lake Erie by such a railroad that spurred 

the interests between Albany and Buffalo 

to the building of the local lines that were 

consolidated a s  the New York Central 

Railroad soon after the Erie was completed 

to Dunkirk. Boston's conne ction by rail 

with the east was h astened a decade or 

more by the Erie undertaking. I t  was be-
cause the Erie was advancing toward Lake 

Erie that all that system of railroads now 

known as the Lake Shore and Michigan 

Southern came into existence a s  e a
'
rly as  

they did,  and that l ines of railro ads from the 

south and from the north we-re projected, 

and their building was begun and c arried 

forward to m eet the advancing Erie at some 

p o : n t  along its route. Thus it may be said 

truthfully that the history of the Erie i s  
indirectly t h e  history of the railroads of 

the country. " 

On July 2 9 ,  1 8 3 1 ,  a meeting was held at 

Monticello,  Sullivan County, New York, for 

the purpose of taking action relative to the 
construction of a railroad commencing at 

New York City and passing through the 

£Outhern tier of counties as  far, at  l e a st, 
a s  Elmira.  The first meeting that took on 

shape and form looking to the c o m : t ruction 

of a railro a d  from New York C i ty to Lake 

Erie was held on September 20,  1 8 3 1, three 

months after the Monticello meeting alluG­

e d  to above. This meeting was held at 

Jones' T avern in the Village of Jamestown, 

Chautauqua County, and the question of 

building a railroad through the EOuthern 
tier of counties from the Hudwn River to 

L ake Erie was there discussed.  The lead­

ing s,pirit in getting up thi s  meeting was 

Richard P.  M arvin, then a young lawyer 

of Jamestown and who afterward b ecame 
a Justice of the Supre m e  C ourt and also 

a Judge of the Court of Appeals of the State 

of New York. In his work referred to 

above, Mr.  Mott s ays : " O f  this J amestown 

meeting, Hon.  Elial T .  Foote, who was the 

First Judge of Ch autauqua C ounty, was the 

Ch airman. The result of the meeting was 

the drafting of the following notice by Mr. 

Marvin, which was published in the Albany 

Argus, then the 'State Paper,'  and in the 

newsp apers of the Southern Tier, such pub­

lication being a nece s s ary legal proceeding 

in those days : 

'Railroad-Application will be made to 
the Legisl ature of this st ate at its next 
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session for the pass·age of an act to in­

corporate a company to construct a rail­

roa d  from the City o f  New York through the 
southe.rn tier of counties and the Village 

of Jamestown to Lake Erie, with a c apital 

o f  six millions of dollars, or such other sum 

as may be deflmed uecessary. 

September 2 0, 1 8 3 1 . '  

"This notice to t h e  Legislature was prac­

tically the first positive step toward the 

CHA NGE OF TIME. 
mi95��I� 
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R E P ROD U C F.D FROM T H R  GO'V'"A N D A  RE PORT E R .  
OU TOBER. 1 8 :5 1 .  

project of building a railroad between the 

Hudson River and Lake l:!lrie." 

I n  O ctober, 1831,  a meeting was held in 

Angelica, Allegany County, for the purpose 

of taking steps in relation to the contem­

plated railro ad from the City or County of 

New York to Lake Erie.  At this meeting 
the Hon. Phillip Church made an address 

i n  which he urged the construction of the 

railroad from New York City to that part 

of Lake Erie lying between the mouth of 
C attaraugus Creek and the Pennsylvania 

line, and he was. instructed b y  such meeting 
to m ake application for a railroad,  which 

was published according to law and was 

as follows :  

"Notice i s  hereby given that application 

will be made to the Legislature at its next 

meeting for the pas sage o f  an act incorpor­

ating a company with a capital of ten m il­

lion dollars for the construction of a rail­

road from the City or County of New York 
to th at p art of Lake Erie lying b etween the 

m outh of Cattaraugus Creek and the Penn­

sylvani a  line, together with a branch of 

thE'> Allegheny River, and also for the es­

tablishment of a ferry acro s s  such p art of 

the North River a s  the route of the m a i n  

line of the railroad may pass over. 
November 2, 1 8 3 1 . "  

At the m eeting of delegates from t h e  

Counties of Chaubauqua, C attaraugus, Alle­
gany, Steuben, Tioga, Broome, Chenango, 

Delaware, Otsego, Greene, Sullivan, Tomp­

kins and Seneca, convened at  the Village of 

Owego on the 2 0th day of December, 1 8 31, 
Ge:ol"lge MavreU of Otsego, 'was ap p o inted 

President and D.  G. Garnsey, R .  P .  Marvin 

and N. Hacocks were the representatives 

from Chautauqua County. L. A.  Burrows, 

the delegate from Tioga County, offered the 

following resolution, which was adopted : 

"Resolved, That a committee consisting 

of one deleg lte from eac,h county repre­

sented in this convention b e  appointed to re­

p ort resolutions for the consideration of 

the convention . "  

The committee was announced f r o m  t h e  

c h a i r  as follows : 

Garnsey of Chautauqua, Crooker of 
C attaraugus, H aight of Allegany, Leland of 

Steuben, Burrows of T ioga, Virgil Whitney 

of Broome, Clark of Chenango, B axter of 

Delaware, Page of OtEego, Pelton of Sulli­

van, S eamen of Greene, B loodgood of Tomp­

kins, Halsey of Seneca, Wakeman of New 

York. 

The committee appointed to consider and 

report to the c9nvention the subjects which 

should p articularly occupy their attention 

at the meeting, reported as follows : 

First. That it is expedient that applica­

tion be m ade to the Legislature of this 

state, at their ensuing session, for the in­

corporation of a comp ariy, with the neces­

s ary privileges to construct a railroad from 

Lake Erie, commencing at some point be­

tween th e  mouth of Cattaraugu s Creek and 

the lines of Pennsylvania, a n d  to run from 
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thence through the southern tier of coun·

ties by the way of the Village of Owego to 
the Hudson River, or to connect with rail· 

roads already chartered o r  otherwise, as 

may be deemed most advisable, with a view

to reach the City of New York by the b est

railroad, with the c ap ital of five million
dollars. 

Second. That a notice of the foregoing

application, emanating from this conven­

tion and signed by the officers thereof, be 

forthwith published in the public papers 

as the law directs. 

Third. That a committee consisting of

five members b e  appointed to prepare and

report to the convention a memorial to the

Legislature, embracing the abovecmentioned 

subjects. 

Fourth. That Executive Committees b e 

appointed in t h e  several counties interested 

in this application for the purpose of cir­

culating and forwarding memorials, procur­

ing the publication of notices and doing

such other things as  may be necess ary to 

forward the obj ects of this application. 

Fifth. That a central corresponding com­

mittee be appointed and also committees of 

correspondence for each of the counties in­

terested in this application.  

All of which i s  resp ectfully submitted. 
D .  G. Garnsey, Chairman. 

The following n amed gentlemen were ap­

pointed executive and corresponding com­

mittees from the County of Chautauqua : 

H. H. C amp, H. S acket, W. Chester, T. A. 
Osborne, A.  Diason, J.  Mullet, O. Tinker, O.  

McClure, J. Van Buren, S .  A. Crum, Asa 
Gage, L. Crosby, D.  Sherman, Solon Hall,  

E. Convers, S .  Tiffany, A.  Plumb, T.  Camp­

bell, J.  Wait, D.  G. Garnsey. 

The first charter granted by the Legis­

lature of the S tate of N ew York for the 

construction of the Erie Railroad was passed 

April 24 ,  1832.  It  fixed the capital of the 

company at ten mill Ion dollars,  but provid­

ed that it  should be all subscribed and five 
per cent. of the subscriptions paid in before 

the comp any could b e  organized.  The rail­

road was to be commenced within four 
years, and two hundred thousand dollars 
expended in copstruction within one year 

thereafter ; one-fourth of the road was to 
be built and in operation within ten years 

from the date of the charter ; one-half with­
in fifteen years, and the whole within twen­

ty years or th e  charter would b e  null and 

void. This  charter required the road to be­

gin at the city of New York or at such point 
in its vicinity as m ight be mo st eligible and 

convenient therefor, and continue through 

the southern tier of counties by way of 

Owego in Tioga County to the shore of Lake 

Erie at  some eligible point b etween the 

C attaraugus Cr�ek and the Pennsylvania 

line.  In 1833 the Legislature of the State 

of New York was asked to modify said 

charter by requiring but one m illion dollars 

to b e  subscribed to the capital stock instead 

of two millions" of  which ten per cent.  

should b e  paid in b efore the comp any could 

b e  organized.  As soon as possible after the 

amended charter b ecame a l aw the subscrip­

tion books were opened to meet the re­

quirements of the said charter, as appears 

from' the following notice : 

NEW YORK AND ERIE RAILROAD C O .  

"Notice.-The b ooks for subscription to 

the capital stock of this company will  be 

opened at  the Merchants' Exchange in this 

city on the 9 th, 10th and 1 1 th days of July 

next, between the hours of twelve and two 
o'clock. One million dollars of  the stock 

i s  required to be subscribed b efore tne 

commencement of the work, in shares of 

one hundred dollars e ach, five dollars on 

each share to b e  paid at the tim e  of sub­
scription. Dated New York, 24th June, 

1 8 3 3 .  

"Commissioners-Morgan Lewis, Gi d eon 

Lee,  Robert White, John C.  Coster, Stephen 

Whitney, Hurbert Van Wagenen, Isaac 

L awrence, Goold Hoyt, Elisha Riggs, Thom­

as T.  Woodworth, John Haggerty, John 

Steward, Peter 1 .  Nevius, Michael Burnham. 

"N. B .-Applications by letter to the Com­

missioners enclosing money or checks will 

b e  received as sub scriptions."  

All the stock required by the charter 
h aving been subscribed for the Commis sion­

ers issued the following notice : 

NOTICE OF ELE C TION-NEW YORK 

AND ERIE RAILROAD CO M PANY. 

"One million dollars of the c apital stock 

of this company have b een sub scribe d  in 

conformity with the ch arter, the stockhold­

ers are hereby notified that an election for 

the choice of seventeen directors of the 

said company will be held at the Merchants' 

Exchapge on Friday, the 9th of August next, 

under the inspection of the Commissioners 

as directed in the charter. The poll  will 

be open from ten o'clock to twelve o'clock 

A.  M.  By order of the Commissioners. 
"New York, July 1 9 ,  1 8 3 3 . "  
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The organization of the Erie Railroad 

Company was thus completed and b ecame 

a fixed fact o n  the 9 th day of August, 

1 8 3 3 .  

F r o m  t h e  organization of t h e  company, 

on the 9 th d ay of August, 1 8 3 3 ,  as stated 

above, over two long years pa£sed away 

b efore the ground could b e  broken for the 

construction of the longest, most gigantic 

and expensive r ailway on the face of the 

globe. 

On the 7 th of November, 1 8 3 5 ,  in the 

presence of the leading, most prominent 

officials of the comp any, the first shovel of 

e arth for the great work was removed on 

the east side of the Delaware River, near 

Deposit  in the County of Delaware, New 

York. At su�rise on that memorable d ay, 

President King, Comptroller Samuel B. Rug­

gles, Tre asurer Peter G. Stuyves ant, Lieu­
tenant Governor Root, Judge Drake of 

O wego .and m a ny prominent citizens of the 

surrounding country met together for the 

purpose of commencing work on the grand­
est undert'lking ever in augurated in this 

or any other land.  Mr.  Watt's  description 

of that interesting occasion says : 

"The morni n g  was clear and frosty. As 
the sun came up and tinged the surround­

ing hills with the cold glory of an autumn 
d �,wn, PreEident King announ ced the pur­

p o s e  of the gathering and in the course of 

his address made the fol lowing remarks : 

'What now appears a be autiful meadow will 

in a few years present a far different aspect 

-a tract of rails with cars p assing and re­

p a s sing, loaded with merchandise and the 

products of the country. The fre ight will  

amount to two hundred thousand dollars 

per annum in a few years. '  The l ast dec­

laration b eing received with great incred­

ulity b y  those present, the speaker con­

cluded his prediction with the modifying 

expression�'at least, eventually.'  The ad­
dress completed, Mr. King Ehovelled a 

wheelb arrow full of dirt and Mr.  Ruggles 

wheeled i t  away and dumped,  Each one 

present went through the sam e  routine, and 

quite an excavation was made and could be 

seen for several  ye ars afterwards, the road 

as finally located p assing to the ri ght of the 

spot.  The shovel and b arrow used were 

loaned by M aurice R. H aulce of Deposit and 

President King took the shovel with him 

to New York. I t  was preserved by the com­

'pany until 1868 when it mysteriously disap­

peared, Mr, King did not l ive to see the 

'tract of rails'  completed, but many of those 
present when he made his p.ddress lived to 

see the little excavation at Deposit succeed­

ed by some of the grandest engineering 

achievements and the day when the 'ex­

travagant' prediction of Mr.  King in regard 

to the freight revenue of the road seemed 

ridiculously small in the light of events 

that raised the figures indicating the re­

ceipts from that traffic from the hundreds 

of thousands far into the millions."  

When the news was carrie d  throughout 

the southern tier of counties that the work 

had actually commenced, that the New York 

and Erie Railroad was certainly to be built, 

there was general rejoicing along the entire 

line. Village sites were rapidly secured, 

mills of all kinds were built, m anufactories 

erected, stores were started and every pre­

p ara:tion made in anticipation of the great 

increas e  of all kinds of business that must 

inevitably take p l ace with the advent of 
the great railway. The farmer added to h; s 
s tock of all kinds, cleared more land and 

grew h appy in the thought of a quick, s afe 

m arket with the metropolis of the f tate all  
the year through, winter as  well a s  sum­
mer. The great outlet for these pent-up 
counties was about to b e  open, when beau­
tiful Chautauqua, col d  C attaraugus and 

leeky Allegheny were to come in close and 

intimate touch with the we alth and grand­

eur of the great city of the seaboard, of 

which they h a d  always heard so much but 
few had ever seen. A new and convenient 

m'trket was soon to b e  opened for the 

countless millions of feet o f  lumber th at 
covered the hills and valleys of the fortun­

ate county through which the great railway 

W 1 S  to p ass ,  The commercial advantages 

that its construction was sure to make for 
every household was the all-ab sorbing 

theme of every gathering of friends and 

neighbors in the homes, shops, stores and 

fields.  Those who had s truggled through 

ye ars of toil and p enury, waiting and hoping 
for some avenue by which the products of 

the farm s, the mills and looms could be taken 

to a market that would give some suitable 

return for their labors, were over-flowing 

with joy as they h e ard and read the goo d 

news. It seemed as if a millennial era had 

arrived when those of the southern tier of 

countie s  who had worked s o  h ard
' 

and wait­

e d so patiently for the long talked of event 
were about to have their fondest hopes re­

alized. Young men and women regarded 

it as s afe to form alliances that should un­

ite them through life, and many fixed the 
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time and d ate to correspond wfth the year 

and month when the first train should pass

over the entire l ine from the ocean to L ake 

Erie, libtle dreaming that the happy event
would h ave to be postponed nearly sixteen

years. Many bought and sold farm s and 

other property, fixing the time of first p ay­

ments when trains should be running from 

New York to Dunkirk. It was indeed a red­

letter year in the history of the construc­

tion of the great railroad. There were no 

mistakes in the prophecies made in regard 

to the commercial advantages that would 

accrue to all the counties through which the 

road should run upon its completion to Lake 

Erie .  

It w a s  t h e  one day t h a t  h a d  been talked 

about for years by the entire population of 

the EOuthern tier, as an event that was 

destined to contribute l argely to the m a­

terial wealth of all its p eople ; when the 

products of the farm and dairy would b e  

doubled in value, when t h e  cost of sugar, 

tea and coffee, with other luxuries and 

necessities of the household would be 

brought from New York and sold at prices 

but little in advance of those in the great 

metropolis. Everything looked b right and 

pros-perous for the road and the company 

anticipated no trouble in managing its fi­

nancial aiffairs in such a w ay as to h ave 

all the money needed to push the under­

taking forward to an e arly completion. But, 

says Mr. Mott "At a time when prospects 

seemed brightest the terrible disastrous fire 

of December 1 6 ,  1 8 3 5, broke out in New 

York and swept away the entire lower p art 

of the city. M any of the he aviest Eubscrib­

ers to the stock of the New York and Erie 

Railroad were ruined by the confiagration 

and thus one of the prospe ctive mainstays 

of the company's treasury was destroyed. 

Following that catastrophe came the hiE­

toric p anic of 1 8 3 6-37, with its wide-spread 

financial stagnation and ruin. This  drove 

into bankruptcy m any more of the large 

subscribers to the Erie stock, and the pros­

pects of the company and its work were 

robb ed of whatever of cheer and brightness 

they may have had_ Nevertheless, depend­

ing on favorable action of the Legislature 

on a renewed appeal for Etate aid to the 

amount o f  three million dollars, the man­

agement of the company ordered a new sur­

vey to b e  made of the route for the road, 

which was begun by Engineers C aptain An­

drew Talcott and Edwin F. Johnson_ The 

object of the survey was to ascertain the 
 

 

 

most favorable and feasible terminal points 

for the railroad and, if  possible, to modify 
and improve on the original survey of 1 8 3 4 .  
Captain Talco tt, formerly of the United 
States Army Engineering Corps, had charge 
of the route from Lake Erie to P ainted 
Post, in Steub en County, New York. En­
gineer Johnson was in charge b etween 
Painted Post and the Hudson River. Al­
though a strong effort was being made to 
h ave the eastern terminus at  Newburg, be­
for e  the survey was com p leted 

-
tb.e Legis­

lature had passed the first Erie relief bill 
and this provided that the eastern terminus 
must be at Rockland County, and it  was 
fixed at Tappan. C ap tain T alcott also re­
ported in favor of Dunkirk as the western 
terminus of the railroad.  It may be well 
to state that the proprietors of Dunkirk 
had made the donation of five thousand 
town lots to the company." 

This report contained the first official 
statement that Dunkirk was to be the west­
ern terminus o f  the road. Prior to C aptain 
Talcott's ass ertion a s  above given, the west­
ern end was to be on "Lake Erie, some­
where between Cattaraugus Creek and the 
P ennsylvania line." Dunkirk, Silver Creek, 
Van Buren, Portland and B arcelona were 
alluded to and surveys

' 
made to each place 

to s e e  where the most favorable grade could 
be found for surmounting the Ridge, as  the 
high ground south of L ake Erie was c alled. 
The financial condition of the company was 
such, in the spring of 1837, that all  work 
was suspended. Four long years had 
elapsed since its inauguration and a feeling 
of gloom and despondency was felt along the 
entire line when the announcement was 
made that all work had ceased. The ficti­
tious values of land throughout Chautau­
qua, at least, caused the worst com mercial 
failures that were ever known. Farm pro­
perty as well as village lots were thrown 
on the market without any regard to actual 
values, the owners apparently believing that 
the bottom h ad dropp ed out and that every­
thing was coming to an end. It was a try­
ing time, especially for about every one in 
Dunkirk and vicinity who had i n  any man­
ner speculated in real estate by making 
partial payments at time of purchase and 
given mortgage for b al ance. Everything 
of the kind went to the wall ; entire families 
were stranded and penniless.  The e arn­
ings of a lifetime were wiped out, causing 

a recommencement of the l abors and cares 

necessary for the support of those depend-
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ent upon them. The year 1 8 3 7  was a try­

ing one for the great railroad ; but the life 

and energy and perseverence of its directors 

were equal to the demand m ade upon the m .  

In t h e  spring of 1 8 3 8  at t h e  reorganiz ation 

of the B o ard,  James G. King was re-elected 

President and several new names were ad­

ded to the list of directors. Again i t  was 

decided to seek aid from the state through 

the Legislature th at was then in session. 

Mr. Mott s ays : "Eleazer Lord had formu­

lated a plan Which was presented to the 

Legislature i n  J anuary, 1 8 3 8 - It  called for a 

state loan to the New York and Erie Rail­

road Company of one hundred thousand dol­

lars to be made against every like sum to 

be paid i n  by the company, and provided 

that ten miles of r ai lroad from Tappan 

S lote ( Piermont) west and ten miles from 

Dunkirk e ast, must first b e  put under con­

tract. This was the result of
' 

the influ­

ence of  Eleazer Lord and the large Dun­

kirk l and owner, Walter Smith_ By this 

provision was secured for all time the east­

ern terminus of the railroad at Piermont 

and of the western at Dunkirk, and thus 

private land interests at both ends of the 

lines were assured better tenure. But the 

bill was gre atly to the general welfare of 

the company, notwith s t anding this not en­

tirely disinterested clause, and was the only 

one, perhaps, t h at could h ave met with ap­

p roval from the Legislature at that critical 

time. It did meet with approval and was 

accepted by the company. Five weary, anx­

ious years had now elapsed since the incor­

poration of the comp any in July, 1 8 3 3 ,  and 

up to this act of the Legislature, fixing Dun­

kirk as  the western terminus of the great 

railway and providing for the commence­

ment of work at that point, there had b een 

nothing done that legally and absolutely 

settled the point o f  termination. 

I t  was a joyous day when, nearly a week 
having passed since the action of the Leg­

i s l ature, the arrival of the mail by way of 

Fredonia brought the cheering news. Hope 
was again revived, business received a new 

start, corner lots began to have some value, 

but there was no return to the foolish .ex­

citement of 1836 and the e arly spring of 

1837.  The effects of the failures by the 

disastrous speculations of  these memorable 

years were l asting and permanent upon 

nearly all those who were caught in the 

whirlpool of the unnatural greed for -gain_  

Work was commenced, as  provide\l. in the 

l aw of 1 8 3 8, but financial difficulties were 
continually arising so that but little was 

done until 1 8 4 1, when the road w as open 

from Piermont to Goshen. In June, 1 8 4 3 ,  
it reached Middletown, which ,event w a s  
d u l y  celebrated by t h e  people o f  that village 
and surrounding country. Anot1her long 
period of anxious waiting, doubts and un­
certainties, discouragements and disappoint­
ments was entered upon. But the zeal and 
determination of its directors had overcome 
all difficulties to such an extent, after an­
other five years of labor and p atient wait­
ing, that the wheels of p rogress were again 
set in motion, not to cease i n  their revolu­
tions until Dunkirk, beside the blue waters 
of Lake Erie was reached. 

In his most excellent "History of C h au­

tauqua," the Honorable Obed Edson says : 

"The road was opened to Port Jervi s -!an­
u ary 6,  1848 ; to Binghamton December 8, 

1848 ; to Owego June 1,  1 8 4 9 ; to Elmira 
O c tober, 1849 ; to Corning January 1, 1850,  

and to Dunkirk May 15,  1851- The route 

east from Dunkirk ascended the ridge at a 

different point and at a lighter grade than 

the ab andoned route. This great enter­

prise, which D unkirk had so anxiously 

awaited throu gh long years of dou.bt and 

despondency, was at last consummated and 

a great highway of travel was open from the 
ocean to Lake Erie. It  was the longeE t  

railroad i n  the world. A great celebra­

tion which has never been equalled by 
anything of the kind in Chautauqua was 

held in Dunkirk to comm emorate the event. 

"As before stated, the Erie Railway was 

open to Dunkirk on the 1 5th of M ay, 1 8 5 1 .  

To show h o w  important t h e  con struction 
of this gre at highway of travel was to the 

interests of the city and how it  was regard­

ed as the years rolled along, the following 
account of the opening of the road, written 

by the writer of this p aper, was published 

in M ay, 1 8 9 1 -
"Forty years a g o  today on t h e  15th o f  

M ay, 1851,  occurred t h e  grandest event i n  
the history of Western N e w  York, a n d  
especially in th e history of this city, the 
opening of the New York and Erie Railroad. 
Up to that period it  was the greatest work 
in the construction of a s ingle line of rail­
way that had ever been started and com­
pleted. For years it  had b een in p rogres s  
of building, a n d  young m e n  h a d  passed mid­
dle life waiting for the iron horse to reach 

the shores of Lake Erie. The active, busi­
ness men of that day were looking forward 
with bright antiCipations to the time when 
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this great artery of  trade and commerce 

should pour its benefits and emoluments 

into their laps and build up a large and 

flourishing city, which should be a rival 

to anything on the borders of Lake Erie.  

The construction of the road h ad been re­

peatedly delayed and stopped for want of 

money, but when it was opened as far as 

Hornell sville and contracts were m ade to 

complete it to Dunkirk, hope again revived 

and everybody along the line and in this vil­

lage became more than happy and all kinds 

of business began at once to feel its finan­

cial effects_ To push forward the work as 

rapidly as possible the company in the fall 

Of 1849 sent its first locomotive to Dunkirk 

by way of the Erie Canal to Buffalo, and 

on the deck of a schooner from that city. 

It reached here late in the s e ason in the 

charge of the late Horatio G. Brooks, then 

the very picture of health and in the prime 

of young manhood. The work of getting it 

off the vessel and safely to the shore in a 

cold and stormy November d ay, required 

all the pluck and perseverence Which so 

characteri zed Mr.  Brooks throughout his 

eventful life. The succeeding March he 

went to Maine and returned with his  bride 

and m ade Dunkirk his future home.  Dur­
ing the year 1 8 5 0  and the early months 
of 1851, work was so far advanced a s  to 

enable the company to announce the 1 5th 

day of May as the day when the first train 

starting from the City of New York the d ay 

before, would run through to Dunkirk con­

n e cting by rail the Atlantic Ocean and the 

Great Lake� .  It was indeed the event of 

the period and from its magnitude and ef­
fects upon both east and west, be came of 

great importance.  It would be impossible 

to imagine a more perfect d ay than that 

which awaited the thousands upon thous­

ands who came from all  sections of this 

and adjoining counties, to witness the grand 

opening and to see and he 'll' the disti nguish­

ed citizens who were on the train some· 

where between Hornellsville and Dunkirk. 

It was before the days of telegraph and, of 

course, nothing could be heard from the 

anxiously looked for train, that was bearing 

Benjamin Loder, President of the company, 

and all the directors and high officials of 

the road. It had on board, also, th e Presi­

dent of the United S tates, Millard Fillmore, 

the great statesm an, Daniel Webster ; 

Stephen A. Douglas, known a s  the "little 

giant ; "  the Secretary of War, the Secretary 

of Navy and nearly the whole of the Presi-
dent's C a b inet. It also carried the principal 

municipal officials of the C ity of New York, 

as well as those of cities along the line, 

and hundreds of wellknown citizens and 

capitalists of the great city that had fur­

nished the m e ans to complete the gigantic 

undertaking. The p artially co mpleted 

"Loder House," Which was a coloss al struc­

ture for any time, stood on the southwest 

corner of Central Avenue and Third Street 

and was the headquarters of the distin­

guished visitors ; among whom from this 

county and vicinity were the l ate Governor 

Fenton, the Hon. George W. Patterson of 

Wes,tfield ; George N.  Tew, President of 
the bank i n  S ilver Creek ; General Risley, 
aferwards Member of Congress from this 

d istrict, and the father of General L. G. 

Risley now of this city ; his  son, the Hon. 

Hanson A. Risley, now resi ding in Wash­

ington, D.  C . ; his two brothers Levi and 

William, deceased, and who were the great 

garden-seed men of that d ay ;  Willard Mc­

Kinstry, the venerable and accomplished 

editor of the Fredonia Censor,  with hosts 

of others from Fredonia and surrounding 

villages, too numerous to mention. In 

Dunkirk, there was a long list of prominent 

citizens, who had made it their home for 

years, and had looked forward with b eam­

ing vision to this millennia I occasion. Among 

them was the late Walter S m ith, who was 

more instrumental in making Dunkirk the 

terminus of the road than all others com­

bined ; the late R everend Timothy Still­

man, who was the first p astor of the Pres­

byterian Church in this vill age, and whose 

wife is  still living with but little 0 fthe ef­

fects visible of the passing years ; the late 

E.  R. Tompson, at that time editor of the 

Dunkirk Journal, which through various 
changes has come down as p art of the 

evening Observer, and whose d aughters, 

Mrs.  W. W. Brigham and Mrs.  J .  T .  Wil­

liam
'
s,  are alone left of the family in this 

city. 

There was also Dr. Ezra Williams who 

had at that time been a resident for more 

than thirty years of the growing village ; 
the brothers James and Henry Van Bure n , 

W. J. Moore, Edward Keyea and hosts of 

others whom it would be a pleasure to men­
tion if space would p ermit it.  The coming 

train was to come in on East Third Street 

and stop at Central A venue. The entire 

street wa.s filled with the assembled thous­

ands" who began about eleven o'clock to 

look with increasing interes t  toward the 
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east for the expected arrival. About noon 

the smoke and the steam o f  the gaily decked 

engine was discovered through the woods 

when another five minutes brought it to its 

final stopping·place, amid the cheers and 

shouts of twenty thousand people. The 

grand company had arrived and the same 

train brought with it  countless numb ers of 

b askets o f  the most costly wines and cham­

pagnes with which to celebrate the great 

event, which were soon transferred to the 

Loder House and b ecame p art of the spl en­

did dinner which was soon serv e d  to the 

hungry guests ; while the outside masses 

were amply supplied with the m eat of the 

finest b e ef, roasted in true b arbecue style, 

without money or price. Of the officials 

o n  the train, the late Charles Minot, Super· 

intendent of the road, was the most con­

spicuous. He was a man of wonderful gen­

ius and cap acity, who gathered around him 

a well disciplined force of capable employ­

ees.  Among the proudest and most notice­

able of those who brought the precious 

load from Hornellsville was Charles B 
Sherman, who was the engineer chosen 

by Mr.  Minot for the responsible po sition, 

and no mistake was made in his  selection. 

He naturally became the o bserved of all 

the obs ervers, as having had the safety of 

such distinguished statesmen and 'officials 

i n  his keeping, and such engineers were 

few and far b etween in that day. Mr.  Sher­

m an was born in 1 8 1 8  and commenced rail·  

roading when twenty years of age. He came 

on to the Erie roa d in 1851 by request of 

Mr.  Minot from his old home in Boston, 

M assachusetts, and from the day he C C! ille 

through on the first locomotive to the pres­

ent, this city has been his home. He is still  

with us, in the employ 0 fthe s am e  comp 3ny 

and would not hesit ate today to run an en· 

gine anywhere with all the confidence and 

skill of forty years ago . I t  is a pleasure to 

be able to state that his wife, who h as 

shared life's  journey with him, and who is 
so well kl/own and respected in this city, 

is  among u s  still with all the vivac ' ty of 

years gone by. Another venerable couple, 

who were notable on that interesting day is 

Mr. and Mrs.  A. S .  Cobb, who h ave made 

this their home ever since. Mr.  Cobb came 

through on this first train as a brakeman, 
but n atural ability and fitness soon made 

him one of the most popular passenger 

conductors that run the road.  For several 

years since he has been in business in this 
city and can, with his accomp lished wife, 
relate any number of interesting incidents 

connected with those early d ays in the his­

tory of the E'rie Railway. The great 

speeches made by the world-renowned ora­

tors on that eventful day have gone into 

history, and the closing exercises in the 

evening consisted of a splendid di<,play of 

fireworks, brought from New York, in the 

west p art of the city. The Secretary of 
the N avy was met in the h arbor here by 

all the government steamers on the lake, 

forming quite a fleet and returning e 'l. st by 

the way of Bulffalo. Daniel Webster and his 

son remained over for several days on ac­

count of the sickness of the l atter, the 

guests of Hanson A. Risley. The son, 

Fletcher Web ster, was under the profes­

sional c are of Dr. Ezra Willia m s .  On the 

day succeeding the opening, Mr.  Webster 

made a splendid speech on national subjects 

and others to a large audience that had 

assembled in the immense dining-room of 

the Loder House to listen to one of the 
foremost s tatesmen and orators of that or 

any other age. 

New life, new energies and renewed 

hopes for the commercial prosperity of Dun­

kirk stimulated every citizen. The eigh­

teen years of waiting since the company was 

organized had been a continuous serie,; 

of failures, d i s appointments and sorrows . 
Life and animation at once stimulated all  
tho s e  who had so long looked forward to 

the completion of the great railway as the 
beginning of a new era when business of 
all kinds would start and continue until the 
wheels of we alth a n d  independence would 
place them b eyon d  the bounds of want and 
anxiety. For s everal years after celebrat­
ing the grand opening, the commercial pros­
pects of Dunkirk were bright and encour­
aging. It  had at once b e come known as the 
western termination of the greatest rail­
ro ad ever constructed and a place where 
labor could find constant employment and 
capital invested in any amount with the 
cer tainty of profitable returns. Its pros' 
pects immediately b e c ame b right and bloom­
ing and there seemed to be every en courage­
ment for the rapid growth of an important, 
flourishing city. But its d a ys of silent wait­
ing for great commercial enterp rises and 

disappointments had not ended. The wealth 

and business that was so confidently expect­

e d  upon the arrival of the first train from 

New York was, from one cause or another, 

postponed, so far as Dunkirk waS' concerned, 

for another series of years. O ther inter-
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ests h a d  drawn o ff  much of i t s  legitimate 

trade and commercial importance ; and while 
the opening of the railroad had added large­

ly to the growth, prosperity and population 

of all other sections of the county, the rapid 

growth so confidently expected for Dun-

kirk had not been realized.  But its ad-
vantages as an important commercial point 

could not b e  ignored nor long neglected by 

the business world. The building of loco­

motives, started by the late Horatio G. 

Brooks and M. L.  Hinm an, bo'th of Dun­

kirk, opened an industry that infused re­

newed hopes and l ife and added decidedly to 

the city's business prospects. 

The above works were incorporated No· 

vember 11,  1869, and the articles of incor­

poration were filed in the office of the S e c­

retary of State on the 12th day of February, 
1869.  There were five Trustees.  At a 

meeting of the Trustees held in the City of 
New York on November 13,  1 8 6 9 ,  Horatio 

G, Brooks was elected President and Mar­

shall L.  Hinman, Secretary and Treasurer. 

The first order for locomotives was for 

twenty-five of the eight-wheel type of en­

gines, with six-foot gauge, which was the 
gauge of the E'rie at that time. During 

the Decemb er following the organiz ation they 

built one locomotive and twenty-seven dur­

ing the following year. During the year 

ending December 31,  1 8 7 1 ,  they built forty­
five locomotives and for the ye3x ending 

December 31,  1 8 7 2 ,  they made seventy-three, 

which was an average of six per month. 

The financial panic of 1873 was a great 

draW-back to its prosperity, and the con­
sequent depression of business continued 

for about six years, but Mr.  Brooks was so 

impressed with the thought that prosper-

ous times were returning that he immediate-

ly commenced the construction of a new 

building, so that at the end of the year 1 8 8 0  

he h a d  built o n e  hundred locomotives ; i n  

1 8 8 1  they m a d e  o n e  hundred forty-six, a n d  

in 1882, t w o  hundred three. T h e  depression 

of business preceding the year of 1894 was 

so felt by the comp any that during this 

year they made but ninety engines ; in 1 8 9 5  

they m a d e  o n e  hundred ninety-four. From 

the year 1896 up to the present time the 
business has been so increased that in the 

year 1901 three hundred seventeen locomo­

tives were built. 

Mr. B rooks died April 20, 1887,  at his home 
in Dunkirk. From the time of his death 
to the consolidation of the works with the 
American Locomotive Company, Marshall 
L. Hinman and Robert J. Gross were the 

leading spirits i n  the m an agement of the 
works. Mr. Hinman became President of 

the company in 1 8 9 2  and Mr. Gross Vice 

President. With the consolidation of the 

works as part of the American Locomotive 

Company, Mr.  Gross b ecame one of the 
prominent official s· of the amalgam ation, 

with an experience in the m anufacture of 

locomotives second to none in the country. 

Among the men who have given the best 

years of their lives t o  the success of the 

works we may m ention David RusseIl  who 

for years was General Superintendent ; 

Theodore M. Hequembourg, who became 

Secretary June 9,  1897,  and Harry Tandy, 

now at the had of the locomotive works at 

at the head of the locomotive works at 

Kingston, Ontario, and who was Assistant 

Secretary for several years. Harry C. He­

quem bourg and Charles J.  C arney now hold 

prominent positions in the American Lo 

comotive Company and are regarded as 

among the most intelligen,t and valuable 

members of the consolidation. 

This was followed by another important 

event-the construction of the Dunkirk, Al­

legheny Valley and Pittsburg Railroad, 
bringing several of the mos t  flourishing 

towns of the county i n  direct trade with 
Dunkirk. The extension of the Western 

New York and Pennsylvania Railroad, the 

building of the Nickel Plate Road, the trQI­

ley line from the flourishing Village of Fre­

donia, with the addition of the Erie Rail­

w ay and the doubl e-tracked Lake Shore and 

Michigan Southern Railway, all trains of 
which stopped here, made of Dunkirk the 

most important railway center in the coun­

ty, and added largely to its prospective 

growth and commercial importance. These 
p rospects have been largely incre ased with 

the extensive improvements made to its 

fine natural harbor which, through the la­

b ors and influence of Judge Warren B. Hook­

er, while in Congress, was vastly improved 

by the general government and given a 

depth of nineteen feet of water, in addi­
tion to effective, permanent bre akwaters. 

The Brooks Locomotive Works, after many 

trials and reverses, gradually attained rank 

and reputation for the splendid machines 

turned out by its skilled workmen and its 

wise and systematic management. At its 

consolidation with the American Locomo-

tive Company it at once became one of the 
moE t important branches of that progres­
sive organization, and now with its three 
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thousand intelligent mechanics it can e asily

turn out daily two colos s al engines with

weight and power sufficient to haul trains

of hundreds of heavily laden cars over the

steepest gra des to be found between the

Atlantic and PacIfic.  In addition to the l arge

increase of facilities for meeting the de

mands for locomotive2, the importance of

the city as a railroad and commercial cen­

ter has brought v d ditional commerc i � l  en­

terprises, including its mills and various

machine shops,  its carria"e works and one

of the most im porta nt works ever started

within the bounds of the ci ty-th e United

States Radi ator Works, which now with

its abundant capital  :md wise m'ln1 gement

is destined within a very short time to be­

come one of t h e  m ost importan t bnnches

of business within the c i ty. This establish­

ment: which stands next in importance to

that which is daily turning out these mas­

sive engines, added to the conf hntly in­

creasing s m aller works that are well sup­

plied with the necessary funds and employ­

ing increasing numbers of skilled workers, 

i s  giving a stability to business of all kinas 

and a constant increase of population that 

i s  adding to its commercial importance and 

demonstrating th e b enefits growing out of

the building of the E'rie Railway. Its con­

struction brought the entire county into 

close and direct touch with Lake Erie and 

the Great West .. and furnish ed a short and 

quick market to every town and j-l qmlet 

within its border, adding to its we� lth and 

popul ation from year to year. Dunki rk has 

but recently entered upon that degree of 

prosperity to which it so fondly looked for­

ward during the construction of the rail· 

w ay that had promised so much for it.  All 

of its advantages as a city, which are now 

so real and apparent, can be directly traced 

to the l arge comm ercial interests that have 

been developed and made profitable through 

the facilities offered by the completion of 

the greatest railway that the world had 

ever seen up to its opening from the At­

lantic to the Great Lakes.  The commer­

c i al advantages b rought forward by the 

construction of the E'rie Railway, h ave built 

l argely the fiourishing towns and villages,  

in  addition to the growth of its two cities,  in  

every section of our beautiful county whose 

history is so d e ar to every son and daughter 

of our beloved old Chautauqua. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P E T E R  B. A L E X A N D E R. 

Peter B. Alexander of Dunkirk was of the

rugged type of  manhood sure to resent an

insult, never failing in his friendships and

not wanting in his appreci ation of good fel­

lowship. He was born at  North East, Penn­

sylvan ia,  February 1 6 ,  1 8 2 5 ,  and there dur­

ing the e arly years of his life he received

th at sturdy tra ining and simple education

afforded b y  the schools of the time. 

With a large stock of native common 

sense,  he prepared to b attle with the world. 

Until 1 8 5 5  he was a sailor o n  the Great

Lakes accomp anying his brother, Captain 

Squire Alexander, o n  frequent trips .  It was 
in 1 8 6 5  that he formally changed h i s  resi­

dence to Laona and engaged in the m anu­
facture of printing p aper in p artnership with 

his brother-in-law, the l ate W. D. Kellogg. 

He was successful . in his business a;ffairs 

and in 1 8 8 8  he moved to Dunkirk where he 

resided with his happy family until the d ay 

of his death. 

In the City of Baltimore on January 2,  

1 8 5 6 ,  he and Mary Ann Graham were united 

in m arriage. His wife died December 29, 
1 8 9 7 ,  and his son, William F. Alexander, died 

o n  Decemb er 17,  1 9 0 0 .  Peter B.  Alexander 
died on March 2 4, 1 9 02, and h e  was sur-
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vived b y  the following children : M i s s  Vir­

ginia M. Alexander of Allegheny ; C l i fford J.  

and John G.  Alexander, respected citizens 

of Dunkirk. 

The l ate Peter B .  Al exaneler was converted 

anel joined the Methodist  Episcop a l  Church 

in 1845 .  He was a devoted and thereafter 

lifelong m e m b e r  of that organiz ation, serv­

ing as layman and in other cap acities until 

the d ay of his death. In the pasEing of Mr. 

Alexander Dunkirk lo st an esteem e d  citizen 

and the younger generation a keen and lov­

ing friend. 
J O H N  W. B A B C O C K .  

John W .  B abcock, t h e  only a n d  adopted 

son of  Delos and Huldah Babcock, was born 

November 2G ,  1851, in the town of Ell icott. 

His real family name b efore adoption was 

,Vicks, and he i s  the own brother of Charles 

H. and Andrew W. ·Wicks . He lived in El­

lery till the spring of 1857, when h i s  parents 

moved to Levant in the town o f  Poland and 

their farm here w as John's home until 1 8 7 4 .  

Like m a n y  other progressive m e n  of this 

county he was thoroughly accustomed to 

th e  toil and privations of farm life. At an 

early age he showed a strong fondness for 

school life and this bent of mind was en­

couraged by his parents. 
He taught the winter terms of  h i s  own 

district school for the years 1 8 G 7 · G 8  and re­

ceived his first higher education i n  the 

Jamestown Union School a n d  Collegiate In­

stitute whence h e  was graduated i n  June 

1 8 7 0 .  H e  also taught one term of school 

during the winter of 1 8 G9-70 at Sugargrove. 

Pa. 

Having obtained a state scholarship i n  

1874,  he entered Cornell University where 

he graduated four years later with the de­

gree of Bachelor of Arts. 

December, 1 8 7 0, h e  m arried Miss Elnora 

E. Monroe of Freehold Township,  Pennsyl­

vania.  The i r  four children were Maude R. 

Frederick M., Gertrude M. and Jessie  H . ,  

of whom t h e  last t w o  d i e d  in infancy. 

In 1 8 7 8  Mr.  B abcock was appointed Prin­

cipal of the S i lver Creek Academy and re­

m ained there until he came to Dunkirk in 

1880 as Principal of the Academy and teach­

er of l anguages and mathematics.  In 1 8 8 1  

he b ecame City Sup erintendent of t h e  pub­

lic schools of that city, disch arging the 

duties of Superintendent i n  a m ost compe­

tent and faithful manner and under h i s  

m an agement the s c h o o l s  won an excellent 

reput'ltion. The fact that h e  served as 

Superintendent for twenty continuous years 

shows the esteem in whiCh h e  was held by 

the citizens o f  Dunkirk. 
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H e  is a member of Irondequoit Lodgel

Dunkirk Chapter, Dunkirk Council and Dun­

kirk Commandery. 

During the year 1 8 9 9  Mr. Babcock b e­

c ame l argely interested in the mining busi­

ness in the S tate of Washington. Immedi­

ately after resjgning the Superintendency

of the Dunkirk Schools, he was elected Vice

President and a Director of the Columbi,a 

River Gold Mining Comp any, which office 

h e  still holds.  

Although much of his time i s  spent in 

Washington Mr.  and Mrs.  Bab cock still  

make Dunkirk their hom e. 
E L N O RA M. BABCOCK.  

Elnora Monroe Babcock" wife of John W, 

B abcock, was born in the Town of Free­

hold, Warren County, Pennsylvania,  Jan­

uary 11,  1852,  where she lived until her 

marriage. 

Since 1889 she has b een actively engaged 

in suffrage work and for s everal years has 

held the office of Superintendent of Press 

Work for the National Suffrage Associa­

tion.  

From e arly girlhood she felt the injustice 

of d enying to women a voice in the affairs 

of government, which concerns them equal­

ly with m en, but as her time was taken to a 

great extent with household affairs a nd 

she lived in a community where but few 

sympathized with the c ause and none ready 

to come out and t ake a stand for it, she did 

no active work along thi s, line until 1889,  

when mainly through her e<fforts a Political 

E'quality Club was organized in Dunkirk 

of which she was made President. The 

club flouri shed remarkably under her m an­

agem ent, soon increasing its m emhership 

from twelve to one hundred. Before the 

close of her first year as President of the 

Dunkirk Club she was elected President of 

the C h autauqua County Political Equality 

Club, which b ecame the most thoroughly 

organized county in the United States and 

remained the b anner county during her 

Presidency, h aving twenty-five flourishing 

local clubs within its borders and an en­

rolled memb ership of eighteen hundred. 

She presided over the first Woman Suf­

frage meeting ever held at the great Chau­

tauqua Assembly, July 25,  1891,  where 

through the efforts of the County C lub, 

Woman Suffrage was given a place on their 

program. During the three years in which 
she served as President of the County Club, 

she presided each year at Chautauqua on 

Woman's D ay. She also presided at Lily 

Dale on Woman's Day during her Presi­

dency of the County Club. 

At the end of three years she resigned the 

Presidency of the C ounty Club to take the 

office of Superintendent of Press Work for 

the New York State Suffrage Association. 

In this work she met with such marked 

success that it attracted the attention of 

the N ational Suffr a g e  Associ ation and at 

the earnest request of Miss Susan B .  An­

thony she was induced to take the office of 

N ational Pres,s Superintendent which she 

did in 1899:  Under her m anagement the 

work has been thoroughly organized until 

there is  scarcely a newspaper in the United 

States that does not receive suffrage matter 

either directly or indirectly through the 

National Suffrage Press Bureau i n  Dun­

kirk. 

She has sent out one hundred seventy-five 

thousand articles the past year in addition 

to what her various state and local assist­

ants have furnished their own local p apers.  

She also furnis�es various press associa­

tions and newspaper syndicates with suf­

frage matter. 
F R A N K B.  BA R N A R D. 

F r ank B. B arnard is everywhere recog­

nized as one of the enterprising and popu­

l ar citizens of Dunkirk. Born in Brandon, 

Vermont, August 6, 1 8 5 3 ,  Mr. Barnard came 

to Dunkirk in November of 1875.  It was 

as an employe of the Standard Oil  Company, 

that Mr. Barnard came to his adopted city ; 

and as he served this corporation for twen­

ty-seven years, it is  evident by that fact that 

he is faithful to every trust and determ ined 

in the execution of the plans at hand. 

Mr. Barnard's education was commenced 

in the district schools and later h e  took 

a course in the Erie High School.  But in 

addition to the studies of the Academy, Mr.  

Barnard has profited b y  contact with life 

and through his service for a company al­

ways demanding the highest m e asure of ad­

ministrative ability. He was married to 

Emm a  L. Burman of Dunkirk June 8, 1882,  
and they have two children : Ella L. and 

Frances J. Barnard. The family 1s highly 

respected in the ' social circles of the North­

ern Shore. 

Mr. B arnard has traits of personality 
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which naturally led him to take an active 
interest in politics.  Under the appointment 
of Mayor Alexander Williams, Sr. ,  he served 
as  Police Commissioner for four years ; and 

at the pre,s ent time he is  Postmaster of Dun­

kirk, h aving been appointed by President 

Theodore Roosevelt.  In these public as well 

as private trusts he has met the exacting 

standards o f  the day. 

Mr. B arnard's business and public  activi­

ties are supplemented by membership in 

the following ; The Masonic Blue Lodge, 

C hapter, Royal Arch M asons, Commandery 

No.  40 ,  Knights Templar, and S cottish Rite. 

H e  is  an Odd Fellow, a member of the Red 

Men, Loyal L egion and Order of the Iro­

quois .  H e  is  a member of the Unitarian 

Church. 
C H A R L E S  R L O O D .  
J O H N  S. B E G G S .  

J o h n  S .  Beggs was b o r n  in Dunkirk De­

cember 24, 1 8 2 2 .  H e  was educated in the 

common schools and began his  business 

career on the lake s .  In 1846 he entered 

the service of the New York and Erie R ail­

ro ad Company in the engineering dep art­

ment, first working on the Delaware D ivi­

sion.  On the completion of the road to 

Dunkirk he was ass:igned to a locomotive, 

his run being b etween Piermont and Mid­

dletown. H e  subsequently s erved as a con­

ductor and l ater was appointed to the re­

sponsible position of Roadmaster of the 

Western Division.  He served in this cap ac­

i ty until 1 8 G 5, with great credit to himself 

and benefit to the company, and was then 

promoted to the position of Superintendent 

of the ,oVestern Division_ In thi s  last office 

h e  succeeded the founder of the locomotive 

works.  In 1 8 8 2  he retired from that office 

and accepted the position of freight agent 

of the compa.ny at Dunkirk, a place of great 

importance and one that he filled with abil­

ity until his  de ath, M arch 11, 1 8 8 9 .  H e  m ar­

ried in 1 8 4 9 ,  Malvina, daughter of Suel Dick­

inson of Dunkirk. Five children were born­

Leonora, Henry, Edward, Frederick and 

John S .  H e  was a l ife long and unswerving 

Democrat. From 1861 to 1 8 7 3 ,  inclusive, a 

period of thirteen years, he represented the 

Town of Dunkirk on the Board of Sup er­

visors.  H e  wa,s untiring in this service, both 

for the interests of his town and the county, 

and his record as s h own in the proceedings 

of the Board stamp him as one of the lead­

ing spirits. H e  was a member of 1lhe 

Water Board of Dunkirk from its organiza-
tion in 1868 until his death. He was also 
the last President of Dunkirk under its vil­
l age charter. He was a leading memb er of 
the Masonic fraternity and for many years 
was a Knight Templar. 
C H A R L E S  B L O O D . 

Charles Blood,  now serving his  twenty­
sixth year as Goroner of Chautauqua Coun­
ty, and whose embalming board and fiuid 
are used by the l e ading undertakers of the 
United States, was born in the City of 
O ttawa, Canada, O ctober 30 ,  1 8 3 5, and i s  
t h e  son of William and Harriet ( Burp e e )  
B loo d.  T h e  Blood family i s  of Irish de­

scent and one branch of it  settle d  in Ver­

mont, whereof its descendants, one was 

William Blood, who was born in 1 8 1 1 .  He 

removed in e arly l ife to Ottawa, C anada, 

where he resided for some years and after­

wards in 1 8 5 2  settled at Lockport, New 

York, which he made his  place of  residence 

unti l his death in 1 8 7 6  at  sixty-five years of 

age. He was a Republican and i n  e arly life 

had met with the sad loss of his wife, who 

died in O ttawa in 1 8 4 1 .  Mr.  Blood was en­

gaged during the greater part of his life 

in the manufacture of chairs i n  the Cities 
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of Ottaw a, C anada, and Buffalo and Lock· 

port, N ew York. 

Charles Blood was reared, until he was 

six years of age,  i n  Ottawa, when his  p ar­
ents removed to Buffalo, New York, where 

h e  resided until 1 8 5 2 ,  when he went with 

the family to Lockport, New York. At the 

l atter place h e  learned the trade of uphol­

sterer and in 1 8 5 8  came to Dunkirk where 
he embarked in the furniture business, to 

which h e  added undertaking in 1 8 6 6 .  His 

success as  an undertaker and funeral direc-

tor was so complete, that he soon disposed 
of his furniture business and has given his 
attention ever since to un'dertaking. A lead-

ing paper says : "He is  not only one of the 

leading undertakers o f  New York but is  a 

thoroughly representative m an of the most 

generous impulses and genial qualitieE . "  

He is  o n e  of t h e  nineteen undertakers 

who signed the call to organize the New 

York Stat e  Undertakers' Association, which 
owes much of its effectiveness to his ef­

forts . O n e  of the most important events 

of Mr, Blood's l ife i s  his invention and 
p atenting of th e  "Folding Embalming Board. " 

It is undoubtedly one of the most conven­
ient and scientific contrivances for hand­

ling the dead which has ever been intro­

duced in the United S tates and has re­
ceived the commendation of every under­

t'l.ker who has examined it, as attested by 

the m any fl attering letters in the posses­
sion of its m anufacturer, In addition to 

the invention of his popular embalmin.g 

board, he h as compounded an "Ant i s eptic 
Emb alming Fluid," which has met with 

m arked succes s  wherever it has been used.  

It i s  injected into the arterial circulation.  

These two inventions are not only sold in 

all p arts of the United States but also in 
many foreign countries . 

He is a Republican in politics ; has been 

one of the Coroners of Chautauqua County 

continuously for the p ast twenty-six years, 

and i s  a member of St. John's Protestant 

Episcopal Church. He i s  a Past Master 

of Irondequoit Lodge, No. 301, Free and Ac­

cepted M asons, and a member of Dunkirk 

C h apter, No.  1 9 1, Royal Arch Mason s ; Dun­

kirk Council,  No. 26, Royal and Select M as­

ters, and Dunkirk Commandery, No. 4 0 ,  
Knight Templars, and I s m a i l i a  Shrine o f  

Buffalo. 

O n  November 30, 1860, h e  married Emily 

DeWitt, d aughter of Alvin DeWitt of Duri· 

kirk. They h ave had five children : Charles, 

Frank and Fred, deceased ; T .  Hersee, mar-
ried A d eline W. Kidder, daughter of Rev. 

P.  P. Kidder, engaged in the l ivery business, 

as well as undertaking, with his  father and 

i s  a licensed emb almer ; Myrtie, married 

Clement J. Reed, s tation agent at Falconer, 

New York, where they reside. 

He has been the recipient of many fav­

orable press notices, one of which said : 

"For thirty-eight years Mr. Blood has b een 
a successful undertaker. His experience i n  

t h i s  l i n e  i s  o f  great service to him as Cor­

oner and has enab led him to s ave an ex-
pense to the county in m any ways. As an 
embalmer h e  has no superior and when 
the body of an unknown p erson has come 
under his ch arge, he has always embalmed 
the remains free of charge and kept them 

for s everal w eeks, while he made every 

effort for their identification. O fte':! friends 

from distant states h ave identified the re­

mains from a photograph taken several 

days after the body has b e en emb alm e d . "  

Charles Blood is a man. of energy and bus­

iness c ap acity, as i s  attested by the flour­
ishing condition of his undertaking trade. 
J A M E S  G .  B L U N T. 

James G. B lunt was born at C incinatus, 

Cortland County, New York, April 7 ,  1 8 6 8 .  

Graduated from Ligonier High Schoo l  of 

Ligonier, Indian a, in 1888,  after which he 

took a three years' course in Mechanical 

Engineering in the University of Michigan. 

He then was one year with Bucyrus Steam 

Shovel and Dredge Company of Bucyrus,  
Ohio ; two years with Weiland Iron Works 

at Weiland, C anada ; one year with Industrial 

Works, Bay City, Michigan ; two years as 

instructor i n  manual training in Pueblo, 

Colorado, public High School, and for the 

past eight years chief d raftsman for the 
American Locomotive Comp any at Dunkirk. 

Mr. Blunt i s  a M ason and an Odd Fellow, a 

member of the Central Railway Club of Buf­

falo .  He was also one of the incorporators 

of the Dunkirk Sand and Supply Company, 

and at present Treasurer of that comp any. 
T I M O T H Y  B R I C K . 

Timothy Brick was born near the City of 

Tralee in County Kerry, Ireland, in 1 8 3 1 ,  

a n d  d i e d  in Dunkirk December 3,  1 8 9 8 .  He 

came to Dunkirk in 1 8 5 0  and entered the 

employ of the Erie Railroad Company, whose 

road was then under the proce s s  of con-
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s truction.  Shortly thereafter he entered 

the printing office of W. L. C arpenter, edi­

tor and publisher of the Dunkirk Journal, 

where he remained until 1854, at which 

time he opened a grocery store o n  Third 

S treet. I n  1856 he built the Farmers Ex­

change Hotel, located on the northeast cor­

ner of Lion and Third Streets, and carried 

o n  a hotel business there until 1878 when 

he purchased t h e  Eastern ' HOotel .  H e r e  he 
continued in business until  his death, having 
passed forty-two years in the hotel business.  

For more than thirty of his last years Oof 

hotel-keeping he had no bar and kept a 

strictly temperance house. When others 

endeavored to persuade him to put a bar 

into his hotel on the ground that it wOould 

make his business much more profitable 

fi n ancially, his  conscientious reply was : "I 

don't want money made that way." He 
was p robably the oldest hotel landlord i n  

Chautauqua County at t h e  tim e o f  his death. 

The deceased was strictly a home man 
and yet h e  was widely known. His regis­

ters show that people from almost every 

p art of the world had been his guests and 

to his fellow citizens he was known as a 

straightforward, strictly honest man, always 

interested in the affairs of the day. In his 

family h e  was a kind and thoughtful hus­

band and father. 

Mr.  Brick was married February, 1 8 5 4 ,  

i n  Buffalo, and his wife survives him. Their 

children were : T .  John, William F. ,  E .  

Emily, Henry F. ,  C arrie A.,  E m m a ,  Lizzie 

G. and Katie E.  
T R U E M A N  R. C O L M A N .  
H E N R Y F. B R I C K . 

Henry F. Brick was born in Dunkirk and 

for the greater part of his life has been a 

resident of that city. He is a son of Tim­

othy and E.J izab eth Brick ( see preceding 

sketch . )  

H i s  early education w a s  received i n  the 
public schools of Dunkirk, but l ater he at­

tended the Normal at Fredonia and finished 

o ff  with a course in the Eastman's Business 

C o llege in Poughkeepsie.  His first position 

in . the mercantile world was with Adam, 
Meldrum & Anderson in Buffalo, and his 

knowledge of the boot and shoe business 

was obtained in Jewett's shoe store,  Buffalo. 
R eturning to Dunkirk, Mr.  Brick engaged 

with his father, T .  M .  Brick, in the manage­

ment of the Eastern Hotel.  until he opened 

his shoe store at 315 Lion Street in 1 8 9 4 ,  

which b u s i n e s s  has steadily increased until 
now he has one of the most complete es­

tablishments in Western New Yo rk, outside 

of Buffalo. He carries all the best makes 

of boots and shoes manufactured and the 
public can always be suited here in quality, 

style, price and fit. There i s  nothing lack­

ing in the stock. He is  thorollghly conver­

s ant with his business and studies the needs 

and wants of his customers and therefo r e  
keeps in stock footwear to suit all  classes .  

Mr.  Brick stands high in the business 

community. In 1899 he was elected Presi­

dent of the Merchants'  Association o f  the 

City of Dunkirk. He served on the Board 

of Assessors for seven years and i s  a mem­

ber of St. Mary's Lyceum . 
T R U E M A N  R O W L E Y C O L M A N .  

Trueman Rowley Colman was born in 

Coventry, Conne cticut, November 1 3 ,  1809 .  

He came of Puritan stocl" his ancestors hav­

ing Jived in Coventry a s  early as  1713, and 

from them doubtle s s  he inherited his  Chris­

tian character, his intense love of right and 

hatred of wrong. Wi " :, h i s  p arents he 
moved t o  Madison County, N e w  York, i n  

1 8 1 4 ,  a n d  a t  t h e  early age of thirteen began 

business for himself. In 1826 he went to 

Utica when he became m anager of a large 

mercantile firm. In M arch, 1829, he pur· 

chased the stock removed it to Ellicottville 

and began his  mercantile career.  Up to 

about 1843 he was one of the l e ading mer­

chants of C attaraugus County. He then in 
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comp any with others purchased seventy­

five thousand acres of l and, located in C at­
taraugus,  Allegany and Wyoming Counties, 

whidh they afterwards sold at a large pro­

fit. He remained at Ellicottville until 1 8 5 4 ,  

w h e n  h e  removed to Dunkirk and estab­

lished the Lake Shore B ank, of which he was 

President until his d e ath, August 18,  1 8 8 4 .  

Mr. C olman w a s  appointed Treasurer o f  
C attaraugus County i n  1 8 4 G  and reappoint­

e d  again in 1 8 4 7 .  He m arried at Ellico tt­

ville, April 21 ,  1 8 3 1 ,  Sophia M. Beecher, 

who died at Dunkirk, September 30 ,  1867,  

age d fifty-four years. Their children were : 

Charles Henry, born July 5, 1 8 3 2 ,  died Au­

gust 19, 1 8 3 2 ; Emily, born July 3 ,  1 8 3 3  died 

December 9 ,  1 8 3 3 ; Albert Emilius, born Feb­

ruary 8 ,  1 8 3 5 ,  married, first Emma Chap­

man, deceased, married second Eliza Rus­

sell ; Lydia Beecher, born June 8,  1 8 3 7 ,  

married J a m e s  H.  VanBuren, died O c tober 
8,  1 8 7 2 ; EBen Sophia, born August 25,  1 8 4 0 ,  

m arried, fi r s t  Captain P .  Barrett, killed in 

battle ; married second, Dr.  Asa S .  C ouch ; 
Mary Meliss a, b orn December 3 1, 1 8 4 2 ,  mar­

ried S amuel J .  Gifford ; William Trueman, 

born February 18 ,  1 8 4 5 ,  married Grace Ken­

nedy, died at Dunkirk June 11,  1 8 9 l .  

M r .  Colman w a s  an active member of the 
Episcopal Church. Having ri sen from a con­

dition of poverty in his early d ays to one 

of affluence. in  later life, his greatest pleas­

ure was in helping those who were deserv­
ing. 
W IL L I A &I T .  C O I. M A N .  
W I L L I A M  T. C O L M A N .  

From e arly boyhood h e  was prominently 

connected with the Lake Shore Bank, which 

was founded in 1 8 5 4  b y  his father, the late 

Trueman R.  Colman, and upon the death 

of the latter in August, 1884,  the duties of 

President of the b ank, and the general m an­

agement of its financial affairs devolved 

upon the subject of this sketch. The re-

sponsibility then thrown upon Mr. Colman 
was assumed with a determination to carry 

forward the business of the b ank with the 

same energy, fidelity and integrity that h ad 

been so prominent a trait in his father's 

management. I n  his busines s  and the af­

fairs of the city in which he was interested, 

in social life and among the l arge cirCle of 
friends with whom he was continually meet­

ing, he was genial and pleasant, and the 

soul of honor. He was frequently called 

upon to fill positions of honor and trust by 
his fellow citizens and s everal times a mem­

ber of the Common Council.  

In 1877 he was elected President of the 

Village o f  Dunkirk and was always active 

in all matters that tended to its growth and 

advancement. Mr. Colman was born at 

E llicottville February 18, 1 8 4 5 ,  and removed 

to Dunkirk in 1 8 5 4 .  In June, 1 8 7 1 ,  he mar­

ried Miss Grace Kennedy, eldest daughter 

of C h arles Kennedy, now o f  Washington,  

District of Columb i a. She die.d in  February, 
1 8 8 5 ,  leaving four children : Agnes, m arried 

L. N .  Murray, now deceased ; Elsie, died in 

1 89 5 ;  Royal C.,  married Bessie W. White, 

now resides in New Y ork City, and Shirley, 
married Florence G. McDonnell of Wheel­

ing, West Virginia, now connected with 

the Lake Shore National Bank and resides 
in Dunkirk. He has one son, 'V. T .  Col-

m an. 

Two 6isters alone remain of the original 

household : Mrs. S .  J .  Giffo r d  of Dunkirk 

and Mrs.  Dr. Couch of Fredonia.  His mother 

died i n  1 8 6 7 .  At the time o f  his d e ath, June 

11,  1 8 9 1 ,  Mr.  Colman was President of the 

C itizens' C lub, of Buffalo Club, a member of 

St.  John's  Vestry since 1 8 8 5 ,  a member of 

the Water Board. He wa·s a pure minded 

benevolent Christian gentleman in every 

respect. 
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Thomas J.  Cummings, one of the promi­

nent young men of Northern Chautauqua, has 

been a lifelong resident of Dunldrk. H e  was 
born in that city on July 1 4 ,  18 7 1 ; there he 

received the preliminary education leading 

to his sub sequent profes s i onal course ; and 

in that community he has won the p olitical 

and professional success m erited by every 

young man of ability and integrity. 

He attended the common schools  of his 

n ative city ; took a course in the Dunkirk 

High School and sub sequently attended St. 
Mary's Academy. Having the advantages of 
T H O U A S J .  C U MJlI I N G S .  
such p reparation, h e  was graduated from the 

Fredonia State Normal and Training School 

during the year 1 8 9 2 .  During the cours e 

of the ensuing year Mr. Cummings taught 

school in the Cherry Creek-Villenova Dis­

trict of the county. 

Thus h aving taken advantage of his many 
early opportunities and h aving profited by 

the counsel of his seniors, Mr. Cummings 

determined to adopt the l aw as his chosen 

profession. H e  entered the office of Stearns 

& Warner, where he enjoyed the atmosphere 

of an active legal practice. Later Mr. Cum­

mings entered Cornell University and the 
Cornell Law School, being graduated from 
the l atter department of the institution in 
1 8 9 8  with the degree of B achelor of Laws. 

The same year he was admitted to the Bar 
at Rochester, New York, and thereafter he 

became a member of the firm of Stearns, 

Warner & Cummings. H e  remained with 

that l egal p artnership until January, 1 9 0 1 ,  

a n d  s i n c e  that d ate he has b e e n  a successful 

individual p ractitioner. Mr. Cummings pos­

sesses executive a s  well as oratorical abil­

ity and his rise in the profession has been 

a fulfillment of the anticip ations of his 

many friends.  

Even before his admi.ssion to the Bar the 
subject of this s),etch was active i n  the 

Democratic p Olitics of the county. In 1 8 9 9  

he w a s  a candidate for Member of t h e  As­

s embly in the Second C h autauqua D i s trict 

against S .  Fred Nixon, and during 1 9 02-3 he 

s erved two terms satisfactorily as City At­

torney of Dunkirk. At the present writing 

Mr. Cummings is  serving his second two 

year term as Supervisor from Dunkirk. 

Mr.  Cumm ings is  a member of the New 

York State Bar Association ; affili ated with 

Buffalo Council, Knights of Columbus ; An­

cient O rder Hibernians, and
· 

of the Young 
Men's Association. H e is active in St.  M ary' s  
Lyceum, t h e  Liberal Club a n d  t h e  Dunkirk 
Club . In religion he is  a communicant of St. 
Mary's Roman C atholic Church of Dunkirk. 

Mr. Cummings i s  a son of Michael and 

Ellen ( C anty ) Cummings, early residents of 

the city of Dunkirk. Mr. Cummings ( father) 

was a member of Company I, One Hundred 

Eighty-seventh Regiment, New York Volun­

teers. H e  died in 1 8 8 0  and Mrs. Cummings 

in 1 8 9 5 .  
R O B E R T J .  G R O S S .  

Robert J. Grolss may b e  numbered in the 

list of the industrial leaders of Chautau­

qua C ounty. His life record i s  the story of 

a young man who on his own initiative and 

by personal industry, rose from the ranks 

to leadership in the world of afl'fairs.  Rob­

ert J. Gross was born in Brighton, Canada, 

on the twenty-firr.rt day of November, 1 8 5 0 .  

After securing an elementary education i n  

t h e  public schools of his native town, he en­

tered the employ of the Montreal Telegraph 

Company in 1 8 6 3 ,  b eing then but thirteen 

years of age. As a telegraph operator he 

was alert and awake to such opportunities 

as were presented to an ambitious young 

man. At the age of nineteen he left his 
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native land for the United States and after

some ye,ars in Buffalo and Dunkirk a s  train

dispatcher for the Eri e Railroad, entered

Pueblo, Colorado, where he held the posi­

tions of Trainmaster and Superintendent of

Transportation. He s aw and took an ac­

tive part in the building of that road, which

was done under the most trying and un­

usual conditions from an engineering stand­

point and otherwise.  H e  left the Denver

and Rio Grande in 1 8 8 1  to engage with the 

Erie Railroad at Dunkirk and in 1 8 8 2

with t h e  Brook,s Locomotive Works in 

Dunkirk, New York, and has since been an 

active factor in the management of their 

affairs. 

A glance at the list of industrial, frater­

nal and religious organizations of which 

Mr. Gross i s  a member will show that he 

i s  a man of unbounded activity and broad 

vision. He became Vice President of the 

Brooks Locom otive Works in 1892 and re­

mained actively i n  that position until June, 

1 9 0 1 ,  when that company was ab sorbed and 
became one of the eight constituent works of 

the American Locomotive Company. Mr. 

Gros s  was m ade Second Vice President of 

the new company and i n  that position is  one 

of the salient forces that h ave p laced the 

American Locomotive Company in the fore­

front of the locomotive works of the world. 

He i s  i n  close touch with the financial lead­

ers and important industrial interests of 

this and other countrie s. and his counsel is  

sought in m any of the important undertak­

ings of this p rogressive age. Not only the 

city of Dunkirk but the county alike is  in­

debted to Mr. Gross, for by his executive 

ability and insight he has been one of the 

principal factors in the continuous devel­

opment of the American Locomotive Com­

p any, whqse products may be found i n  every 

portion of the earth. Had it not been for this 

corporation, the population of Dunkirk would 

b e  far smaller and Chautauqua County would 

not h ave the honor of producing locomo­

tives which h ave received the approval of 

experts i n  m any lands.. One would surmise 

that, as Second Vice President of the Amer­

ican Locomotive Company, Mr. Gross would 

have every moment occupied. But, fortu­

nately for the city of hi s  adoption, such 

is  not the case. Mr. Gross has likewise 

been President of the United States Rad­

i ator Company since its incorporation in 

May, 1890.  It i s  not necessary to dwell 

upon the extensive shops maintained by 
that company in Dunldrk. Since its organi­

zation he has been one of the prominent

directors o f  the Hartford Axle Works, of

Dunkirk, which w as recently reorganized

into the American Air Tool Company with

Mr. Gross as President and Director, and

in 1902 became a director of the Webb

C .  Ball  Watch Company, whose plant is

located in the City of  Cleveland. I n  con­

nection with his fi n ancial interests, Mr.

Gross became a director of the Lake Shore

National B ank i n  1 8 9 8  and continued in the

directory until 1903 when he was elected

President and director of the Merchants
National B ank of Dunldrk, which is  now

building a handsome up-to-d ate b ank build­

ing to take c are of its increasing business.

These details demons trate that the subject

of this sketch i s  among the first of the in­
dustrial leaders of the state. 

No less worthy o f  mention are the ac­

tivities of Mr. Gross in fraternal, relig­

ious and' social organi z ations.  

He i s  a member of the Masonic Fratern­

ity and has attained the thirty-second de­

gree in that ancient and honorable order. 

H e  i s  also a Noble of the Mystic Shrine. 

Being an active churchman he i s  a m em­

ber and trustee of the First Presbyterian 

Church of Dunkirk to which he ha s  recent­

ly made the munificent gift of a set of b e au­

tiful chimes (ten bells . )  The rich and 

tuneful harmonies of this chime of bells are 

much enjoyed by the inhabitants of Dun­

kirk as well as  by the stranger within her 
. gates .  Mr. Gross i s  also a trustee of ' the 
Buffalo Presbytery and of Fisk University, 

Nashville, Tenness ee. 

His interest in the proper development 

and welfare of young men i s  evidenced by 

the fact that he is  a member in p erpetuity 

and a director of the Dunkirk Young Men's 

Association.  

Not unlike many of those who have risen 

from the ranks, Mr. Gross maintains an in­

terest i n  the vocation of his  youth, bemg a 

member of the O l d  Time Telegraphers' As­

sociation and of the American Railway 

Master Mechanics' A s s ociation. 

In a social and professional capacity Mr. 

Gross i s  a memb er of the Lawyers' C lub 

o f  New York, the Transportation and Re­

publican Clubs of New York, the C ountry 

Club of Dunkirk, the Buffalo Club o f  Buffalo, 

the Dunk5rk Club of Dunkirk, the Minne­

sota Club of St. P aul, the Toronto C lub of 

Toronto, Ontario, a l ife member o f  the "Wel-
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come S ociety of Japan," and the well known 

Union League Club of Chicago. H e  is  an 

affable gentleman whose social qualities 

make him a popular member of these organi­

zations.  

The political affiliations of Mr.  Gross have 

been with the Republican Party. In 1 8 8 3  

he capably acted as Chairman of t h e  Re­
publican County Committee. He also served 

for a number of years as  a member of the 

Board of Water Commissioners of the C ity 

of Dunkirk and rendered valuable service. 

His public a s  well  as  h i s  private enter­

prises have always been ch aracterized b y  

the same z e a l  a n d  keenness which con­

tributed to the early success which he 

aChieved in l ife. 
In 1903 Mr. Gross was delegated by the 

directors of the American l.ocomotive Com­

pany to m ake a thorough investigation 

into the possibilities of extending the ex­

port of American locomotives into the mar­

kets of the world and to establish per­

manent business relations in every foreign 

country with the American Locomotive 

Company. With this important and re­

sponsible mission in mind Mr.  Gross, with 

his Secretary, Charles M .  Muchnic, left 

Dunkirk and sailed fro m San Francisco 

March 11th v i a  steamship " S iberia," on a 

trip around the world .  The j ourney as 

planned was of the broadest scope, ex­
ceeding that of any business trip hereto­

fore undertaken. His itinerary included a 

visit to Japan, China and the Philippine 

Islands.  From Port Arthur he traversed the 

Great Siberian wastes and the sweeping 

plains of Russia, m aking the entire j ourney 

to St. Petersburg over the Great S iberian 

Railway. After leaving St. Petersburg he 

visited nearly every country in Europe, hav­

ing accomplished which he returned to New 

York after an absence of nearly a year. 

Shortly before leaving on this  i m portant 

journey the officers of the American Loco­

motive Company and several others of his 

associates tendered Mr. Gross a farewell 

b anquet at the Buffalo C lub, Buffalo, New 

York. 

President David R.  Francis of the Louis­

iana Purchase Exposition, appreciating Mr. 
Gross'  wide business and m anufacturing ex­

perience, appointed him a member of the 

International Jury of Awards for the M a­

chinery Department. The group Jury chose 

Mr. Gross as their Chairman and he, sul5se­

quently received the greater honor of being 
elected C h airman of the department or Grand 

Jury which office entitled him to m emb er­

ship on the Superior Jury of Awards and he 

served until  final adjournment of the jury 
o n  the completion of their important duty. 

Mr.  Gross established his residence in 

Dunkirk i n  March, 1873 .  Fourteen years 

later on the 23rd of June, 1 8 8 7 ,  he married 

Helen E .  Wheeler of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

They are without children. They have a 

very attractive home at Number 60 West 

Fourth Street and i t  is  one of the centers 

of culture and refinement in the social life 

of the city. 
C H A R L E S  E .  H E Q U E M B O U R G .  

Charles E z r a  Hequembourg was b o r n  at 

Dunkirk, New York, July 9 ,  1 8 4 5 ; was edu­

cated in the common schools ; s erved in the 
United States. Army from 1863 to the close 

of the war ; m arried H arriet E .  Thurber of 

St.  Louis,  M i s souri, July 31, 1 8 7 2 ; was an 

early operator in the Pennsylvania oi l  fields,  

and a pioneer in the development of n atural 

gas transportation ; was elected M ayor of 

Dunkirk i n  M arCh, 1 8 9 4, and again in M arch, 

1 8 9 5 ; has been engaged in business,  chiefly 

as civil engineer and contracto r, in Dunkirk 

since 1 8 6 5 .  
M A R S H A L L  L.  H I N M A N .  

A chronicle o f  the career o f  M arshall L. 
Hinman of Dunkirk, implies the record of 

a man who has been a factor in the develop­

ment of one of the notable industries of the 

age, one who in public office and private l ife 

had secured and maintained the respect of 
the community, and altogether an exam p l e  

of t h e  well rounded man. B o r n  in the T o w n  

of E a s t  Otto, Cattaraugus County, N e w  

York, Decemb er 1 2 ,  1 8 4 1 ,  Mr. H i n m a n  m ay 

be rightly termed the descendant of sturdy 

stock. H i s  parents, Mr.  and Mrs.  S i meon B. 

Hinman were among the pioneer settlers of 

Cattaraugus County, having moved to that 
then wilderness from Vermont in 1 8 2 6 .  Go­

ing into the family tree, it  is related that 

the subject of thi s  sketch i s  a lineal de­

scendant of Serge ant Edward Hinman, a 

loyal subject of King Charles the First, and 

who in order to s ave hi s neck fro m the h al­

ter of Cromwell came to New England be­

tween 1 6 5 0- 1 6 5 2  and settled in Stratford,  

Connecticut. 

With the vigor and blood of this ancestry 

in his veins, it  is  not surprising that Mr. 
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Hinman is, one of those rare men fitted for

the highest succes s .  Early in l ife he attend­

ed the public schools of East o tto and l ater

he took a special course in the higher

branches at the schools of Otto. Having

thus made adequate preparations, Mr.  Hin­

man commenced the b attle of life. Takin g

up his residence in Dunkirk April, 1 8 6 1 ,  he

moved to Hornellsville in October, 1864,  and

becoming a resident of New York C ity in

May, 1 8 6 5, h e  returned to Dunkirk to take

p art in the organization of the Brooks Lo­

comotive Works, the birth of that remarka­

ble institution dating from November, 1 8 6 9 .

Those m e n  who w e r e  factors in t h e  organ­

ization and development of the Brooks Lo­

comotive Works will  be regarded as pioneer

captains of industry, when the commercial

hi story of the generation is penned in de­

tail .  Mr. Hinman w i l l  rank among the fore­

most. Throughout all the viscissitudes of

locomotive building and the tribulations of

commercial p anic, Mr. Hinman never lost

faith in the ultimate success of this gigantic

industry. He served as the first Treasurer

and Secretary of the corporation, then the

growth of the p lant demanded that he devote

all his time to the affairs of the Treasurer's

office ; he widened his sphere of activity as

the corporation extended and he was called

to the Vice Presidency ; it  was but a step

to the Presidency of this company with a

national prestige and he occupied that office

satisfactorily. Subsequent to his Presi­

dency, Mr. Hinman served for another per­

iod as Treasurer of the Brooks Locomotive

Company. 

Having succeeded in one of the notable

fields of industry, it is  not surprising that

Mr. Hinman entered into other branches of

commercial activity, He was ele cted Vice

President of the Lake Shore National B ank

of Dunkirk April 30, 1 8 8 3 ; he succeeded to

the Presidency upon the death of William

T. Colman June 20 ,  1 8 9 1 ,  and he continued to

hold the position until July 15, 1 8 9 6 .  The

position of Mr. Hinman in the business life

of Western New York is  recognized and this

is not the p l ac e  for an enumeration i n  de­

tail of  the firms and corporations in whose

success ' h e  i s  intere sted.  

Having made a success of his  business

life, Mr. Hinman devoted some attention

to politics. He was the Democratic nomi­

nee for S tate Senator in November, 1 8 8 5 ,

b u t  he w a s  defeated by Han. Commodore P .

Vedder in this dominant Republican dis-
trict. But his townsmen knew his worth 

and ability and their appreciation was un­

stinted ; he was elected President of the 

Dunkirk Board of E d ucation i n  O ctober, 

1 8 8 6 ; and s erved until April 1 5, 1 8 9 2 .  Be­

ing elected M ayor of Dunkirk in 1 8 8 5, he 

was re-elected and served a s  executive of 

that city until April 21 ,  1887, when the press 

of business engagements necessitated his 

resignation. Later, in May, 1889,  he was 

elected President of the Board of W ater 

Commissioners and continued to hol d  that 

office until March 15, 1 8 9 2 .  Like his p ri­

vate obligations, Mr.  Hinman in the full­

fillment of his public duties has manifested 

ability, insight into public affairs and an un­

questioned integrity. 

He was m arried to Amanda Josephine 

Miller, eldest d aughter of Colonel Ezra 

Miller, in Brooklyn, S eptember 1 6 ,  1 8 6 8 .  

Their daughter, S a d i e  Blanche Hinman is  

the wife of William May Garland and re­

sides in Los Angeles,  California. Their 
son, M arshall  L.  Hinman, Jr., died June 

14 ,  1888, at the early age of fourteen years. 

The M a s onic record of M r .  Hinman in-

eludes membership i n  Dunkirk Lodge, 

Chapter and C ouncil .  H e  i s  a Past Com-

mander of Dunkirk Commandery. 

This in brief i s  the chronicle of the aggres­

sive, ambitious and successful life of M ar· 

shall L. Hinman. 
C H A R L E S D.  M U R R A Y. 

Charles D. Murray had'  an interesting and 

s i gnificant lineage. His father, Dauphin 

Murray, was Sheriff of Steuben County, N ew 

York, and p articipated in the War of 1 8 1 2 ; 

while his grandfather fought at Bunker Hill  
and in other Revolutionary b attl e s .  The 

m aternal s i d e  of the line is  equally dis­

tinguished, including General Sedgwick, 

Governor of Jamaica, and other notabl e  

m e n .  M r .  Murray himself had an interest­

ing and varied career. When he was only 

nineteen years old the California gold fever 

broke out, and the subject of this sketch 

joined the w estward tide of emigration, and 

in due season reached San Francisco. It is 

h ard to picture at the present time the 

scenes of those days. M en flocked to the 

Pacific coast from all  over the country­

some overland by wagon and others around 

the Horn-and all  acquired, if not tangible 

r iches, at least a wealth of experience. 

Young Murray, however, did not b ecome a 
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miner, but confined his attention to busi· 

ness pursuits. Finding no other opening, 

he obtained employment as a drayman, and 

as soon as he had s aved a little money 

bought a dray for him self. A year later he 

engaged i n  the produce commission trade 

as a member of the firm of Murray & Fos· 

tel'. The firm carried on an extensive busi· 

ness and Mr. Murray made two voyages to 
Australi a  with c argoes of lumber. Such an 

experience was full of interest in those early 
days, before the steam vessel and the cable 

had dispelled the romance connected with 

that distant land. 

Mr. Murray was called eaEt in 1855 by the 
death of his father, and engaged in the lum· 

ber business at Hinsd ale, Cattaraugus Coun­
ty, for several years. The commercial de· 

pression following the p a nic of 1 8 5 7  and 

espe c i ally a strike on the Erie Railroad pre­

venting the shipment of lumber, b rought 

business reverses to Mr. M urray and he w a s  

forced t o  abandon t h e  lumber business a n d  
begi n over again. He obtained a position 

a s  railway mail clerk on the Erie Road . 

traveling between HornellsvilJe and Dunkirk 

and employed all of his spare time in the 

study of la.w. 

In 1860 he was admitted to the Bar and 

at once opened a law office in the Town of 

Hinsdale, where he practiced for four years. 

At the end of that tim e he removed to Dun· 

kirk, where he won for himself a pos ition 

nt  the Bar and in public life th a t  h'1s m a d e  

him a conspicuous figure in Western N e w  

York. 

Municipal affairs occupied a large share of 

Mr. Murray's tim e and thought. He served 

one term as Mayor of Dunkirk and has 

been repeatedly nominated for high offices 
by the Democratic Party, of Which he was 

an ardent supporter. He was a delegate 

to several state conventions, and to the 
national convention of 1 8 8 4  that nomin ated 

Grover Cleveland for President. 

The district in which he lived i s  strongly 

Republican in politics, and Democratic suc­

cess here is  of the nature of a forlorn 

hope. Mr. Murray had nevertheless accept­

ed the nomination of his  p arty for the S tate 

Assembly, and twice for representative in 

Congress, an d has greatly reduced the m a­

jority of . his opponents whenever he has 

run. In 1870,  for example, he came within 

three hundred votes of election from the 

Thirty-third Congressional District, which 

usually gives a Repub lican m ajority of six 

thousand. This fact attests Mr. Murray's 
popularity at home and shows the estimate 

placed upon him by those who knew him 

best .  

In educational matters Mr.  Murray h a s  

been an important factor in Dunkirk. A s  

President of the B o ard o f  E ducation for 

seven years, he contributed mor e  than his  

fair  share of work and care to a task that 

often p roves thankless.  The internal im­

provements of the city also received his at­

tention and 'he demonstrated his value to the 

city not only as  M ayor but as President 

of the Board of Water Commissioners.  He 

was President of the Merchants' N ational 

B ank and of the H artford Axle Company, 

and Vice President of the United S t ates 

Radiator Company. He was a communi­

cant and Senior Warden of St.  John's  Epis­

copal Church. A conservative business 

man, an e arnest and upright citizen, he en­

joyed the esteem of a l arge circle of friends 

and the confidence of his fellow citizens.  

Personal Chronology.-Charles De Kalb 

Murr a y  was born at Guilford, New Y ork, 

May 4,  1 8 3 1 ; received a common school edu­

cation ; engaged in commerce in San Fran­

cisco, 1 8 50-5 5 ; marri e d  Orpha A. Bandfield 

of Hinsdale, New York, M ay 20,  1 8 6 0 ; was 

admitted to the B ar at Buffalo in 1 8 6 0 ; was 

President of the Board of Education of 

Dunkirk, New York, 1 8 7 5-79,  and 1 8 8 3 -8 6 ;  

was first President of the Board o f  Water 
Commissioners i n  1 8 7 1  and Mayor of the 

city in 1 8 8 0 ; was nominated for Congress 

i n  1 8 7 0  and 1 8 7 2, and for the Assembly in 

1 8 8 4 ; had practiced law i n  Dunkirk from 

1864,  until his death September 11, 1 9 0 2 .  
D A V I D  R U S S E L L. 

D avid Russell was a sturdy, self-reliant 

mn of the land of Robert Bruce and Robert 

Burns.  Born in St. Andrews, Sootland, May 

3 0 ,  1826,  and was a son of Thomas and Jane 

( Russell)  Russell .  His father w as a native 

of historic old E dinboro Town, Scotland, and 

was a tinsmith by trade, which business he 

followed in his  native land until  his  death. 

David Russell was reared in his native 

town and received a common school educa­

tion. After leaving school he le arned the 

trade of a m achinist and thereafter worked 

in that useful industry. In 1 8 4 5  he came 

to America and located in P atterson, New 

Jersey, where he at once secured work. 

Here he remained until 1 8 5 2 ,  when he cam e  

to Dunkirk, and went t o  work as  a machinist 

in the Erie railroad shops and continued in 
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their employ until O ctober, 1 8 6 9 ,  when H. G

Brooks, the general manager, suddenly re

ceived an order from the President of the

road to permanently close the works.  In

stead of doing so, however, he immediately

reorganized them under the name of the

Brooks Locomotive Works.  Mr.  Russell en

tered their employ and was steadily and de

servedly promoted from one position to an·

other, going a stride or two each time, until

he was appointed Superintendent, a position

in which h e  commanded the universal re

spect of the employes and the commenda­

tion of the employers. This position he held

until May 3 ,  1 9 0 2 ,  when he was given a grand

reception and farewell .  On this o ccasion

an elegantly engrossed testimonial was given

him, which expressed their most sincere re­

gret on his retirement from active service
and their personal esteem and appreciation

of his kindness, fidelity and merit. Politi­

cally he was a Republican. He was Super­

visor of Dunkirk in 1 8 8 4, a member of the

School Board and also Police Commissioner.
In religious principles a Scotch Presbyter'

ian, of which church he was a member and

a Trustee .  A member of Irondequoit Lodge,

Free and Accepted Masons,  of which he was
Past Master ; Dunkirk Chapter and Dun­

kirk Commandery. A man of firm convic­

tions and of  a kind and generous disposi·
tion, ever ready to devote h i s  best efforts

in aid of any movement conducive to the

welfare of his  fellow-citizens.  

D avid Russell was married M arch 15,

1847,  to Eliza Russell ,  daughter of James

Russell, of Montrose, Scotlan d .  He died

April 13, 1 9 0 3 .  Mrs.  Russell died April 10,

1899. Their children were : Thomas, born

June 1G,  1 8 4 8 ; James, born November 7,
1849 ; M ary J. ,  born April 7 ,  1 8 5 1 ,  marri ed,

December 24,  1872,  Lee M .  Herrick ; David,

born July 24,  1 8 5 3 ; George R.,  born M ay 24, 

185G ; John F. ,  born June 29, 1 8 G 3 ; Nellie R., 

born January 13, 1 8 6 5, married, June 20, 
1888, O. M .  Kimball . 
L E ST E R  F. S T E A R N S. 

Honorable Lester F. Stearns, a son of 

Crawford and Lovis a  (White) Stearns, was 

born in the Town of Villenova July 27, 1 8 5 5 .  

The Stearnses and Whites a r e  of English 
descent and the grandfathers ( B enjamin 

Stearns and Joel White) came from New 

England to this country early in the century 

where they followed farming. B enjamin 
Stearns was a n ative of Vermont and died 

in the Town of Villenova in 1 8 6 5 .  Joe l  

White ( t h e  maternal grandfather)  was born 

in Mass achusetts, from which state h e  came 

to this county, in  which he followed farming 

and manufacturing until his death. ( For a 

more e l aborate genealogy of the Stearns 

family see Hanover section, this volum e . )  

Mr.  Stearns grew to manhood o n  t h e  

farm and completed his  education i n  the 

Forestville Free Academy. Leaving the Acad· 

emy he taught school for two years and 

then went to the Bradford oil district where 

he remained for one year, having the suo 

pervi sion and oversight of a l arge tract of 

oil  territory. After returning from the oil 

fields he resumed teaching which he fol· 

lowed until 1 8 7 9  when he commenced the 

s tudy of law, with Julius A. Parsons of 

Forestville and then came to Dunkirk where 

he was for some time with Holt & Holt but 

com p l eted his legal studies with Chester B. 

Bradley at that time District Attorney. He 

was admitted to the Bar in 1 8 8 2  and in 

June of that year opened a law office at 

No. 221 Central Avenue where he remained 

until he removed to the new P latt building 

at No. 311 C entral A venue in 189G and re­

mained there until he, in  comp any with 

Judge Warren B .  Hooker, erected the New 

Stearns building at 338 Central Avenue, 

where he is  now pleasantly located, h aving 

the most pleasant and comfortable suite of 

rooms in the city and enjoys a l arge law 

practice. He is  favorably known throughout 

the western portion of the state as  an ex· 

cellent trial lawyer, being almost universal· 

ly  successful in the m any important litiga· 

t lons which he h as h ad in charge. 

In 1883 he was nominated Special C ounty 

Judge but declined the nomination and in 

the following year was elected Special  Sur­

rogate and served as  such for three years . 

In 1 8 8 G  he was nom inated District Attorney 

after a sharp political contest and was 

elected that year and his record in the dis­

charge of the duties of that office, in which 

h e  was unusually succes sful, and the con­
viction o f  criminals was such that the Re· 

publicans of Ch autauqua County in 1 8 8 9  

gave him a u n animous renomination. 

I n  1 8 9 1  he was elected City Attorney of 

the City of Dunkirk which position he suc­

cessfully filled for six ye ars, during which 

time many of the mo st important improve­

m ents in the C ity of Dunkirk were made,  

he having entire legal supervision over the 
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same. In this time he also successfully d e­

fended a number of impartant cases fQr the 

city. He is  a sturdy. ardent, active Repub­

lican in palitics and i s  the recagnized Re­

publican leader i n  the City ,of Dunkirk 

and ,one of the l eaders ,of Narthern C hautau­

qua. 

In 1896 he was elected ,one ,of the twa 

delegates fram this CQngressianal District 

tQ the Natianal Republican Canventian at 

St. Louis, which first naminated William 

McKinley ta the Presidency, and went ta 

that Canventian as, an ardent McKinley 

man. Previaus ta this he h a d  a most pleas­

ant persanal acquaintance with President 

McKinley and in 1 8 9 7  President McKinley 

cardially tendered him the pasitian ,of Third 

Assistant p.a stmaster General and urged 

him ta accept the same, but which, far bus­

iness reasans. he was ,obliged ta decline. 

He cantinue-d in the active p r actice ,of his 

prafessian up tQ Octaber, 1899,  when as  

the choice ,of the State OrganizatiQn he 

was appainted State Tax Commissianer by 

GavernQr Raasevelt.  This appaintment 

came at the b eginning ,of the administra­

tian ,of the famQus Special Franchise T ax 

Law, which was adapted by the Legisla­

ture at a Special Sessian at the urgent 

instance ,of GQvernQr Raasevelt and i n  the 

successful administratiQn ,of that law by 

the present baard of which he i s  a member, 

he has had very much tQ d o  as the legal 

member. It was l argely his wQrk uPQn that 

cammissiQn which braught abaut the suc­

cessful terminatian in the Caurt ,of Appeals 

recently ,of thQse cases decided in that 

Court, invalving the canstitutianality ,of the 

Special F'ranchise Tax Law. 

His wark in that pasitian was sa satis­

factQry that in February, 1 9 03,  he was re­

apPQinted by Gavernar Odell  and his nami­

natian and appaintment were canfirmed by 

the Senate withaut reference. 

In the business, sacial and palitical affairs 

,of th® City ,of Dunkirk Mr. Stearns i s  a 

praminent figure and is cansulted upan all 

matters pertaining ta the grQwth and wel­

fare ,of the city, always being active in his  

effarts ta pramate the same.  

Mr. Stearns was married an the 1 6th 

day ,of .July, 1889 ta Mary H. Hiller, a dau gh­

ter ,of Palice Justice O rville M. Hiller ,of 

Dunkirk. The children of that m arriage are 

Harald C.  Stearns, bQrn August 8th, 1 8 9 0 ; 

Lester O. Stearns, barn D ecember 2 8 th, 

189 3 ; Helen L. Stearns barn S eptember 4, 
1 9 0 0 ,  and Rodger V. Stearns born January 

11,  1 9 0 2 .  

Mr. Stearns has a mQdest, comfortable 

hame situated an Eagle Street i n  the City 

of Dunkirk, New Yark. 
WA LT E R  S M I T H .  

Walter S m ith was bQrn March 21,  1 8 00, 

i n  Wethersfield, Cannecticut. He was a lin­

eal descendant o f  Lieutenant S amuel S mith 

wha emigrated to America with his family 

in 1 6 3 4  and was a man ,of great praminence 

in the Colany of CQnnecticut. 
Walter Smith was educated i n  Litchfield, 

Connecticut, and chaasing a mercantile ca­

reer was sent at the age ,of fifteen to Caz­

enavia, New Yark, where he engaged as  a 

clerk with JacQb Ten Eyck. At the e arly 

age ,of nineteen, Mr. Ten Eyck canfiding in 

the ability and integrity ,of  the yauth es­

t1blished him i n  a m e rcantile business in 

Fredania, New York, which was conducted 

under Walter Smith's name and under his 

sale management. At the end ,of the first 

year Mr.  ::;mith had cleared twenty thaus­

and dallars and had paid Mr.  Ten Eyck in 

full  far the capital he h ad advance d.  

Quoting fram a p aper written by Walter 
S mith : "My a s saciatians in the Caunty 

of Chautauqua were clase and intimate fram 

the spring of 1 8 1 9  ta 1 8 4 0 .  It led me to 

knQw haw peaple e migrating wi thout capi-
11,1 ta a heavily timbere d country were en­

abled,  by their awn industry, with their 

awn general capacity and goad c,omman 

sense, ta clear their farms, pay far their 

lands and b ecame wealthy,  and this gain e d .  

t a  l,oak b ack ta t h e  cammencement ,o f  the 

clearing of these farms with all  the h ard­
ships,  the deprivatiQn ,of what wauld naw 

b e  cansidered the ,ordinary camfarts ,of life, 

as  the happiest p eriad ,of their live s . "  

Mr. S m i t h  was fartunately a b l e  to ad­

vance to m any of these early farmers capi­

tal to enable them t,o m ake' the first pay­

ment on their lands and they in return 

braught their b l ack s alts, hause ashes and 

their farm praduce to his  stQre, "for, " as  

Mr. Smith writes, "we purchased every­

thing the farmer produced. My pr,ofits in­

creased frQm twenty thausand dallars the 

first year tQ seventy-five thousand d,ollar& 

at the close of the sixth year ,of my busi­

ness and the cash received far goa d s  sold, 
at the time of sale never exceeded ten per 

cent. in the aggregate fQr the year ; nine 
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p e r  cent. w a s  charged t o  the purch afer and 

paid for in black salts or produce.  The sale 

of pot and pearl ashes varied in different 

years, both in quantity and price. They 

were shipped to Mon tre a l  until tbe Erie 

Canal was finished in 1 8 2 5, by vessel to 

Dlack Rock, by open boat to Schlosser, by 

ox teams hauled from there to Lewiston, 
from thence by vessel to Cape Vincent, 

then by batteaux down the St. Lawrence 

to Montreal and EDld by Horatio Gates 

Company and the proceeds remitted to New 

York to my order.  In order to furnish the 

farmers a m arket for their produce I ob­

tained a contract to supply the govern­

ment stations along the lakes with p rovis­

ions and the farmers of Ch autauqua County 

furnished everything needed except white 

beans, which I purch ased in Ohio ."  

Orders on Walter Smith's  store and due 

bills over h i s  signature became the cur­

rency of the county. 

In 1 8 2 6  while in the ful l  tide of his pros­

perity h e  became as sociated with Dewitt 

Clinton and others in the proprietorship of 
It has been no small undertaking for the
a work of this size and character. The va
photographic work. The Messrs.  Gifford, w
over twenty-five years, made m any of the
part of the county that appear in these vo
Dunkirk. H e  was one o f  the first project­

ors of the Erie Railroad and the leading and 

most efficient man to promote it.  He spent 

the greater p art of the winters of 1 8 3 0  and 

1 8 3 2  in Albany bringing the importance of 

the road b efore the Legislature and it  was 

l argely through his influence that the road 

was chartered April  24,  1 8 3 2 .  

Mr.  Smith comprehending t h e  revolution 

railroads would make in business ( although 

at that tim e there were but five thousand 

miles of railroad in the wor l d )  made the 

prediction that "the day will come when cat­

tle fatted in Indiana, Illinois and Ohio win 

be b rough t to the New York market," and 

was derided as visionary. The remarkable 

fi n ancial  crisis of 1 8 3 6  overtook and involved 

him in the common disaster but with Mr.  

Smith there was no bating of effort, cour'­

age or hope.  

In 1843 he moved to Ohio and assumed 

the management of an extensive iron plant 

near Vermillion.  In 1852 he returned to 

DunkirK. 

Walter Smith married May 8,  1 8 2 5 ,  Min-
 photographers to do the work required for 
l ue of the cuts depends very l argely on the 

ho have been in business at Dunkirk for 
 photographs and views for the northern 

l umes.  
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erva Pomeroy Abell, daughter of Mosely 

W. Abell of Fredonia.  Their children were : 

Mary Augu sta, m arried John M. Barbour, 

Chief Justice of the Sup erior Court of New 

York City ; Kate Eliza Meyers ; Walter 

Chester ; S ara Dwight, married first Hoyt 

G. Palmer, second A. J. Avery of Dunkirk ; 

Cornelia Tryon. 

The following was taken from an obit­

u ary notice written by Hon. Hanson A. 

Risley at the time of Mr.  Smith's d e ath 

S eptember 21, 1 8 7 4 : 

"This slight sketch gives but a hint of 

this remarkable m an, who for almost half 

a century occupied so large a s p ace i n  the 

business affairs of Western New York. 

Throughout this long career, marked with 

p atient endeavor and noble enterprise, h e  

always maintained a reputation for gener­

osity, courage, energy and fidelity. He 

leaves behind a bright example of .all those 

manly qualities which give to l ife its value 

and reward. 

"There was nothing trivial, narrow or 

false in his  character. He h a d  no aims but 

were worthy, no a E pirations but to extend 

m eans and opportunity for usefulness.  In all 

his changing fortunes, under bright or cloud­

e d skies, he was ever the same genial, in­

telligent companion, worthy and upright 

citizen, true and steadfast friend." 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H O L L IN W. S N O W .  
R O L L I N  W. S N O W. 

O ne of the active practitioners of Dun­

kirk i s  Rollin W. Snow, whose office i s  lo­

cated on Central A venue, recognized a s  one

of the principal highways of that communi­

ty. Mr.  Snow was born i n  Rose, Wayne

County, this state, January 11, 1 8 7 0 ; his

father being Chauncey L. Snow and his

mother Hannah (Wright) S now. 

That they were sturdy believers in the

education of the young and that their off­

spring appreciated the value of educational

faciliti es, m ay b e  judged from the training

received by Mr.  Snow prior to his admis­

sion to the Bar. H e  attended the district

schools i n  Sheridan ; he passed through the

courses of the Forestville High School and

subsequently he attended the Cornell Uni­

versity of Law. In addition to his academic

knowledge of the law, Mr.  Snow was for­

tun ate in completing his practical legal ed­

ucation by the service of a clerkship in the

offices of John G. Record and later Walter

Record of Forestville. Mr. Snow was ad-
mitted to the B ar in the month of Febru­

ary, 1 9 0 0 ,  and during the course of the fol­

lowing M arch, he formed a p artnershJp with 

Daniel A. Reed. The firm of Reed & Snow 

i s  reco!,nized as one of the l e ading of the 

younger l egal p artnerships in Northern 

C h autauqua. 

During port 'ons of the years 1 9 0 0-1901,  

Mr. S now held a position in the State Comp-
 

 

troller's office at Albany ; in  that, no less 

than i n  his  later occupations, he h as m ani­

fe sted ability, vigor alld withal a genial spirit 

in his relations with his colleagues.  
E LT O N  D E A N  W A R N E R . 

In the person of Elton Dean Warner we 

h ave one of the leading lawyers of West­
ern New York. Mr. Warner is essentially 

a Chautauqua County b oy ;  h e  was born 

in Villenova July 23, 1 8 6 7, his father being 

Erastus D. Warner and his  mother Jane 

R. Warner of Forestville, Chautauqua Coun­

ty. Mr. Warner p rofited by a cours e  i n  the 

Forestville Academy, graduating therefrom 

and sub sequently entered the Co,rnell  Uni­

versity of Law where he devote d three 

years of his  younger m anhood to make 

ample preparation for the duties of his 
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E L T O N  D .  W A R N E R . 
chosen profession. Graduating from Cor­

nell in June of 1 8 8 9 ,  Mr. Warner was at 
once admitted to the Bar of the state ; an d 

during the year 1 8 9 0  he com menced to re­
side in Dunkirk where he h as E ecured a 

prominent and lucrative position in his pro­
fession. 

Early in 1903 Mr.  Warner and Bert g. 
Farnham formed a partnership for the prac­

tice of law at Dunkirk, New York. I n  addi­

tion to the general legal work of his p r actice 

Mr. Warner has received sub stantial recog­

nition in other public fields of activity. 
Always an energetic Repub lican i n  the poli­

tics of Chautauqua, Mr. Warner has succes­

sively served as Assistant District Attor­

ney, Attorney for the Dunkirk Board of 

Health, City Attorney of Dunkirk for two 

terms and a member of the Board of  Edu­

cation o f  hi s  adopted city. During the 
years 1 9 0 1-1902,  Mr. Warner w as Deputy 

Attorney Genera] of New York State and in 
that capacity he showed m arked executive 

and administrative ability in the conduct of 

affairs while stationed at Alb any. 

In other spheres of life Mr. Warner i s  

n o  less efficient a n d  prominent. He is  a 

member of Phi Delta Phi, l aw fraternity ; 

he is an active Mason and he has served 
as President of the Young Men's Associa­

tion of Dunkirk for several terms. 
Mr. Warner and JVllSS Gertrude Shephard 
were m arried at Forestville on December 

2 1 ,  1 8 9 2 .  Their only EOn, Alan Dean War­
ner, was born July 15, 1 8 9 5 .  

Able, p opular a n d  studious in his  chosen 

profes sion, Mr. Warner is  destined to secure 

increasing prominence in the professional 

and political circles of Western New York. 
A L B E R T E .  N U G E N T. 

O n e  of the leading l awyers of Dunkirk, 

Albert E. Nugent, was b orn in Villenova, 

New York, September 15, 1 8 7 0 .  His grand­

father was James Wickings, who settled 

near Forestville in 1 8 3 9 .  The father of Al­

bert E. Nugent came to this county in 1 8 3 7 ; 

Charlotte Wickings, the mother of Mr. N. ,  

was ten years old at that time. The present 

Mr.  Nugent is ,  therefore, connected with 

two of the families active in the early s et­

tlement of the county. 

Having a stock of sturdy health and men­

tal vigor, young Nugent applied himself to 

securing an education. He attended the 

Forestville Academy and graduated from 

that institution in June, 1 8 8 9 .  Commenc­

ing the study of law in the offices o f  Sher· 

man & F arnham of Forestville in Novem­

ber, 1 8 8 9, he completed his legal training 
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with Holt & Holt, his admils,sion to the Bar

fo-llowing in January, 1893.  He applied

himself at once to the duties of his chosen

profession meeting with an unusual degree

of success. Since the first of January, 1 9 0 3 ,

M r .  Nugent h a s  b e e n  associated with Thom­

as Heffernan in the practice of l aw in Dun­

kirk. Prior to that his attention was given 

to the bus,iness of Holt & Holt to which 

he succeeded during 1 8 9 4 .  

N o t  unlike m any of t h e  Democratic attor­

neys of the county, Mr. Nugent has been an 

unsuccessful candidate for public office. He 

was the nominee of that p arty ofr District 

Attorney in 189 7 ; he was a cand i d ate for 

Supervisor in the S e �ond and Third Wards 

of Dunkirk in 1898.  and a ye 1r hter the 

Democracy nominated him for Surrogate 

of Chautauqua Countv. He was elected a 

member of the Dunkirk Board of E :lucation 

and he con tinues to creditab l y  p erform the 

duties of that p osition at the present time. 

Albert E. Nugent and Ele anor S .  Roberts 

were married in Dunkirk October 19, 1 8 9 8 .  

They have o n e  'wn, Albert E .  Nu gent, Jr. 

Amidst his professional duties Mr.  Nugent 

has found time to take an interest and at­

tain noteworthy prestige in the domain of 

Masonry. He is  a member of Dunkirk 

Lodge, No. 7G7,  Free and Accepted Masons ; 

Dunkirk Chapter, No. 1 9 1 ,  Royal Arch Mas­

ons, and Dunkirk Commandery, No.  40,  

Knights Templar. He is affiliated with Is­

maili a Temple of Buffalo,  New York. As 

Acsistant Grand L e cturer of the Fortieth 

M asonic Di strict  of New York for a period 

of three years,  and as District Deputy Grand 

Master of the Fortieth Masonic District in 

1897, Mr. Nugent became known to a wide 

circle of the brethren. Whether in his pro-
fessional, fraternal or civic duti es, Mr.  Nu­

gent has always been e s t e e m e d  as an up­

right and popul ar citizen.  
R O B E R T H. G I L M O U R . 

Robert H. Gilmour, Superintendent of the 

Brooks �Works of the American Lo comotive 

Company, is of Scotch p arentage and was 

born in Toronto, O ntario, July 2 0 ,  1 8 5 4 .  H e  

re �eived h i s  education in t h e  Toronto 

schools and at the age of fifteen years en­

tered upon apprenticeship as a machinist in 

the Grand Trunk shops located at that place. 

After serving his time he secured a position 

as fireman with the Toronto, Grey and Bruce 

Railway then bui lding from Toronto to Owen 
Sound, but remained in that position for only 

one season.  

In 1875 he entered the employ of a foundry 

at Peterborough, Ontario, where he re­

mained about a year. He then returned to 
Toronto where he engage d in foundry and 

m achine work for another year. 

In 1878 he entered the government service 

in the Engineering Dep artment at O ttawa 

and Toronto. At the end of two years he 
s evered his connection with this branch 

of work and took employm ent with the 

Northern Railway of Canada as machinist 

with he adquarters at Toronto. H e  left 

there the next year to take charge of the 

machinery of the extensive saw m i l l s  at 

Trenton, Ontario. The equipment over 

which he had supervision included twenty­
eight boilers,  twelve engines, tug boats, etc. 

After three years'  service he resigned this 
pm ition and returne d  to the Grand Trunk 

at B elleville, Ont. ,  where he was placed in 

c h arge of the entire water service of the 

line between Toronto and Montreal. He 

re :n ained here about a yeClr, resigning to ac­

cept a position with the Canadian , Pacific 

Railway as Roundhouse F oreman with h e ad­

quarters in the far northwest at Broadview, 

Albert "l .  At the end' of a year he left the 

C anadian Pacific Railway to run an engine 

on the M anitoba and North Western and af­

ter a year's service became M aster Mechanic 

of that road with h e Cl d quarters at Portage 

La Prairie. He remained in this position for 

two years and then resigned to accept the 

general foremanship of the Chicago and At" 

lantic at Huntington, Ind.  

H e  remained in this position a year and 

then went to Brainerd, Minn. ,  where he was 

appointed General Foreman o f  the N orthern 
P acific. He filled this position with such 

signal ability that at the end of a year he 

was promoted to b e  M aster Mechanic of the 

M anitoba Division with headquarters at 

Winnipeg. 

In May, 1894, after six years' service, he 

left the Northern Pacific and accepted a 

position as Superintendant of the Waterous 

Iron Works Com p any at B r :mtford,  O n t . ,  

wh ere he remained seven and one-half years.  

During his r ervice with this company he 

was instrumental in building up the plant 

and equipm ent s o  that it has become one of 

the most modern and successful works in 
the Dominion. S o  v a l u able and efficient had 

he b e com e in this line of work that the Can­

a d a. Foundry Company of Toronto sought 

him out and tendered him a position as 
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Superintendent of their plant. He brought 

to the new position the same energy and 

efficiency which he had exercised at Brant­

ford and with equally fl attering results. 

In January, 1903, the Superintendency of 

the Brooks Works of the American Loco­

motive Company was tendered him and 

after due consideration was accepted. Mr. 

GiImour's work in this position has been 

attended with marked success and much of 

the splendid record of the Dunkirk shops is 

due to the untiring zeal and watchfulness 

of its Superintendent. 

Mr. Gilmour was married in December, 

187G,  and has living one son and three 

daughters. 

His fraternal affiliations consist of mem­

bership in the Master Mechanics' Associa­

tion, Odd Fellows and Foresters. He is a 

member of the Presbyteri an Church and a 

man of high E t �nding and influence in the 

soc:a! circles of the community. 
D A N I E L A .  R E E D .  
D A N I E L  A .  R E E D. 

Daniel A. Reed, l awyer, college athlete, 

and well known citizen of Dunkirk, comes 

of a seafaring family, his father, Captain \Iv il­

l iam A. Reed, having spent many years on 

the ocean. He w as born at Sheridan Sep­
tember 15,  1 8 7 G, and commenced his school 

studies in District Number Three of the 

township. Later he entered the Silver Creek 
High School and in 1 8 9 G  he entered Cornell 

University where l: te took a three years' 

course, graduating with the degree of B ach­

elor of Laws. He then took a one year post 

graduate course, and was subsequently ad­

mitted to practice law in the courts of New 

York State. 

While in college Mr. Reed achieved an en­

viable reputation as an athlete. He has the 

record for heavy weight lifting at  Cornell 

and for three years he held the heavy­

weight wrestling championship of the Uni· 

versity. He played on the Cornell footb all 

team the sam e length of time and for two 

years occupied the importa.nt position of 

coach, performing the exacting duties with 

such ability that he was able to command 

a salary of one hundred fifty dollars per 

week and expenses. 

Mr. Reed was also employed as a football 

coach for other universities.  H e  handled 

the team of the Cincinnati University for 

two years. He ':Vas a coach for the Pennsyl­

vania State College for one season and he 
was a coach for a time of the team of 

Georgetown College, Kentucky. 

M arch 1,  1 9 0 1, Mr. Reed formed a p artner­

ship with Rollin W. Snow of Dunkirk for 

the practice of l aw and took up his residence 

at 309 Central Avenue of that city. His 

legal abilities attracted enough attention 

to bring about his appointment as an attor· 

eny in the Excise Department at Albany, a 

position that he at present holds,  and the 

duties of which he h as performed with credit 

to himself and the satisfaction of all con­

cerned. 

Mr. Reed is a member of the Adelti Ki, 

and S acchord fraternities and the Quill and 
D agger Societies o f  Cornell.  He is also a 
member of Irondequoit Lodge, No.  3 0 1, Free 

and Accepted Masons, of Dunkirk and also 

of the Dunkirk Club. In 1903 he was Presi­

dent of the Young Men's Association of 
Dunkirk. In politics he is  an active Re-
publican and he is recognized as one of the 

p arty leaders of Northern Chautauqua. 
A U G U ST U S  H O L ST E I N .  

Augustus Holstein was born i n  the manu­

facturing city of C assel, the Capital of the 

Province of Hesse-Nass au, Prussia, March 4,  



A U G U S T  H O L S T E I N .  J AM E S  H O L S T E I N .  H E R B E R T H O L S T E I N .  



DUNKIRK. 503 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

1828, and was a son of Peter an d Elizabeth 

( Burger) Holstein. His father, Peter HoI· 

stein, was an educated military man, who 

had accumulated a snug fortune, married 

Elizabeth Burger in 1800, by whom h e  had 

six children, and spent seventeen years fn 
the military service of Germ a ny, being Col· 

onel of the Fifth Prussian Regiment under 
General Blucher at the Battle of ,"!aterloo, 

wh�ch practically ended the career of the 

Emperor, Napoleon Bonaparte, of France. 

T h e  Battle of Leipsic and the burning of 

Moscow had also seen him an active partici­

p ant and for his gallant conduct he had b e­
stowed upon him the gold medal and iron 

cross, the most honorable and distinguished 

decorations won b y  army officers in G er­

many. In religious m atters he was a Protes­

tant as was also his wife. H e  died at his 

home in C assel, i n  1 8 58,  aged seventy-nine 

years ; his wife, a n ative of the same place, 

died in 1855, aged sixty-five years. 

Augustus Holstein was reared in Cassel 

and graduated from the Polytechnic Insti· 

tute there. He spent a year in traveling

over Europe, and in 1 8 4 7  came to Am erica, 

landing in Quebec, but left that city i n  a 

week on account of an epidemic of cholera 
and smallpox, and by steam and rail jour­

neyed to C arbondale, Pennsylvania, where

he remained five years, during which time

he learned the carpentering business.  In

1852 he came to Dunkirk and entere d into

partnership with Joseph P.  Rider, and en­

gaged in carpentering and contracting, in

which business they continued until 1 8 6 7

when he lost his right h a n d  in an accident.

In the latter year he was elected a member

of the Board of Education and in 1876 Jus­

tice of the P e ace and held that office until
his death. In his political principles he

was a Republican and always took an active

part in politics. H e  was a member of the

Methodist Church and a member of the An­

cient Order United Workmen. 

O n  July 9 ,  1 8 5 1, Mr.  Holstein married 
Mary J. Earl, d aughter of Beecher Earl of

Carbondale, Pennsylvania. Their children 

were : James A. ,  Augusta, Charles E . ,
George, Charles B .  a n d  Joseph E .  M r s .

Holstein d i e d  January 1 2 ,  1 8 6 5 ,  a g e d  thirty­

seven years, and her husband, the subj ect

of this sketch, February 16 ,  1 8 9 1 ,  aged sixty­

three years .  
J A M E S H O LS T E I N .  

James Holstein, a popular a n d  competent 

city official of Dunkirk, was born in th at 
city September 2 5 ,  1 8 5 2 .  He was e ducated 

in th e Dunkirk schools and the Fredonia 

Academy, after which he went to th e  Indian 

Territory and engaged in railroading for 
two years. He then returned to Dunkirk, 

learned the carpenter trade, and was for 

twenty years the foreman in a large sash 

and blind factory. 

Mr. Holstein now successfully conducts a 

general insurance business ; h e is also r'res­

i dent of the W. J. Lawrence Clothing Com­

pany, of that city. Politically, his  life has 

been a b u s y  one ; he h as served three terms 

of two years each, as Alderman of the Sec­

ond vVard of the Lake City ; was Deputy 

Sheriff under Sheriff Cooper and i s  now 

Deputy under Sheriff Jones.  H e  i s  a direc­

tor and the Secretary of the Brooks Me­

morial Library and Hospital,  which has done 

more good than any other institution ever 

organi�ed there.  

IVIr .  Holstein is  a member of th e  Young 

Men's Association ; the Order of Elks, of 
which he is  the presiding officer ; the 

Knights of Pythias, O d d  Fellows and the 

Maccabees .  

He married April  2 3 ,  1 8 7 2 ,  Julia  L Draper 
of that city. Their children are Herbert, 

( s ee following sketch) ,  Charles and G eorge 

died in infancy. 
H E R B E R T A.  H O L ST E I N .  

Herbert A .  Holstein was born at Warren, 

Pennsylvania, August 31, 1 8 7 7 .  His  maternal 

grandfatber, Noah Draper, was an early set­

tler in the Town of Pomfret. H e  attended 
the public and High schools of Dunkirk 

from which he was graduated in 1 8 9 7 ; si­
multaneously taking a course in C ivil Engi­

neer:ng in the International Correspondence 
S chools ; working at this p rofession for 

ne 3.rly two years b efore graduating. After 
completing his Engineering course he stud· 

ied law with Messrs .  Stearns & Warner for 

two years, when h e  w as elected A s sistant 
Engineer of the City of Dunkirk, remaining 

under both Dem ocratic and Republican ad­

ministrations until January 19, 1 9 0 4 ,  when 

he engaged in business for himself, and is  

now a m ember of the firm of James A.  

Holstein & Son,  general insurance, r e a l  

estate and l o a n s .  Mr.  Holstein i s  an at­

tendant of the Methodist Episcopal C hurch, 

a member of Dunkirk Lodge, No . 922, B enev· 

olent Protective Order of Elks ; belongs to 
the Young Men's Associ ation of Dunkirk, 

is  the Secretary and Treasurer of the Chau-
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tauqua County Gun and Rifle Club,  and one

of the highly esteemed young men of the

Lake C ity. 
A S H  B E L  R O B E R TS S E L L E W. 

The subject of this sketch was born in 
what i s  now the Town of Arkwright, Chau· 

tauqua County, New York, Augu s t  3 , 1 8 1 8 .  

H i s  father, Ashbel Sellew, c a m e  from Glas­

tonbury, Connecticut, the home of the Sel­
lew family for several generations. The 

family trace their lineage b ack to Duke 
Philip Sellew ' ( French spelling d e  S alieu ) ,  

o f  Bordeaux, France, 1 G 50, a p romin ent 
A S H B E L  R. S E L L E W . 
Huguenot who, upon the revocation of the 

edict of Nantes in 1 G 8 5, was obliged to flee 

to England.  One of his descendants, Philip 

also b y  name, came to America and settled 

near Boston. His son John married Han­
n ah, granddaughter of the Duke of Ham­

ilton of Scotl and. This marri age resulted in 
two sons, also called Philip and John, from 

whom th e  Sellews in America have de­

scended.  The family in New England were 

classed as Puritans and centered in and 

around Glastonbury, Connecticut, where the 

family records may b e  found including a 

full discription of the ducal coat of arms. 

Ashbel, the son of John Sellew, above 
mentioned, left Glastonbury, Connecticut, in 

1 8 1 1  to go into the "far west," as  it was 

then called.  He came into Western New 

York, and settled at Millford, now called 

Lamberton, in the Town of Portland.  He 

took p art  in the War of 1 8 1 2  and was pres­

ent at the burning of Buffalo in 1814 .  At 
the close of hostilities h e returned to Chau­

tauqua County and in 1 8 1 5  he marrie d E m m a  

Roberts, s i s t e r  of T i t u s ,  E l i ,  Franklin a n d  

A b n e r  Roberts, at t h e  Roberts homestead 

i n  Sheridan. From this marriage the sub­

ject of thi s  sketch w a s  born.  

His life on the farm in Arkwright was 

uneventful except that hi s father died while 

he was a lad,  but at twelve years of age 

he decided to leave home and make his own 

way in the world. Aside from the clothes 

he wore his  pOEsessions were carried in a 

landkerchi ef. He wall{e d  to Lodi ( now Go­

wand a ) , C attaraugus County, New Yom, 
where he found a home with h i s  uncle, 

Titus Roberts, with whom he remained until 
he went into busineEs for himE elf. 

In January, 1 8 4 2 ,  he was married to Jane 

Maria Tucker of Collins,  Erie County, New 
York. From this m arriage eight children 

were born.  Five of them are living at  this 

writing : Walter Ashbel,  a b i shop of the 

Free Methodist  Church,  residing at James­
town, New York ; Edwin Patterson, pub 

lisher of The Friend, Philadelphia, Penn­

sylvania ; Emma Sellew Rob erts, one of th e 

Principals of the A. M. Chesbrough S e m
.
i­

n ary, North Chili ,  New York ; Sara M., of 

· Evan Eton, Illinois ; George Tucker, Profes­

EOI' of Mathematics in Knox College, Gales­

h urg, Illino i s .  
His fi r s t  busine s s  ventu re was a general 

store at Versailes, New York, which h e suc­

cessfully conducted. He soon, however, re­

turned to Gowanda and bought a small  
foundry which had been conducted by 

Stephen Tucker,  his father-in-law. T his h e 
successfully conducted, enlarging the shop s  

a n d  extending the business until it became 

generally known as " The Gowanda Agri­

cultural Works." An extensive hardware 

business was also carried on b y  him at th e  

same time. 

In the early sixties a partnership was 

formed with Alexander W. Popple of Col­

lins, New York, which continued until the 

death of Mr. Popple in 1 8 7 G ,  and a very ex­

tensive business was carried on under the 

firm n ame of Sellew & Popple . .  They intro­

duced and for many years manufactured 

exclusively for Western New York and 
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Pennsylvania the Walter A. Wood mowing 
m achine. 

In 1868 the firm purchased the "Dunkirk 

Iron Works" at Dunkirk, New York, and be­

gan to m anufacture boilers, engines and 

mill m achinery. Here their business was 

also extensive and they shipped their goods 

into many state s .  They also built machin­
ery for boats, including the old Jamestown 

and many other boats o n  Chautauqua Lake, 

some of which are still in use at the date 

of this· writing. 

After the death of Mr. Popple Mr. Sellew 

oontinued the business and engaged ex­

tensively in m anufacturing machinery for 

the great oil field of the Bradford d istrict. 

This  naturally led him into producing oil in 

which he also engaged extensively. In com­

p any with Messrs.  Isham and Van Vle ck, 
both of Dunkirk, he drilled the first gas 

well in  that field th at was used for com-
[ H om e  o f  H ar m o n  Camp, where he at o ne ti m e:  ent
d welli n g  house of Charles F W hite 1 
m ercial purposes.  T his somewhat famous 

well was the beginning of what afterwards 

b ecame the Bradford Gas Light a n d  H e ating 

Company. Afterwards he becam e  involved 

in some oil property with unworthy p artners 
which with EOme other unfortunate endorse­

ments forced him to make an assignment. 

The conditions resulting from th is gre atly 

troubled him as hi s  business standing a n d  

honor had always been highly v a l u e d  by 
him.  

In .l 8 8 5  he moved b ack to Gowanda and 

died there November 7 ,  1887,  at the age 

of sixty-nine, in the full profession of the 

Christian faith, and was buried in Forest 

Hill Cemetery at Fredonia, New York. He 

was a Democrat in p olitics but was never 

prominent or active in p olitical life as  hi s  
whole life centered in his business a n d  his  

home. 
ertained Garibal d i  the I t alia n patriot. N o \v  the 
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